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Abstracts

This dissertation, through an interdisciplinary study on
literature and geography, makes an effort to reveal the manifes-
tations and the evolutionary rules of Ancient Chinese Literature
Geography, to construct an academic system of studies on
Ancient Chinese Literature Geography, and to promote academic
innovation in the studies of Ancient Chinese Literature.

The dissertation consists of an introduction and five chap-
ters. In the introduction, the author briefly explains the pur-
pose, the disciplinary retrospect, the theoretical framework, the
system construction and the methodology of the research. Con-
sidering the three major existing problems in the studies on Chi-
nese Literature Geography, i. e. the missing of overall studies,
the lack of theoretical innovation, and the missing of system con-
struction, the author first suggests a framework of “two restora-
tions”— “situation restoration” and “landscape restoration” — as
a theoretical base. The dissertation then follows an academic
route, from being static to being dynamic, from being plane to
being three-dimensional and from being unified to being diversi-
fied, and focuses on the five key elements which determine and

influence the Ancient Chinese Literature Geography. Beginning
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with an analysis of the distribution of native places of writers, it
develops into the three-level exploration ranging from river valley
axes to city axel centers and to the flow of writers, It then comes
down to the discussion of regional interactive models and rules.
The overall landscape shapes like a dumb-bell, with the distribu-
tion of native places of writers as the base for the whole literature
geography, which is static, plane and unified. Correspondingly,
however, the regional interactions are dynamic, three-dimension-
al and diversified. The most important three links between them
function as “an artery”, “a heart” and “a soul” respectively.

The author argues that the four key river valley axes of the
Yellow River, the Yangtze River, the Zhujiang River and the
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal run over the landscape of Chinese
Literature like four big arteries, which, in turn, play a key role
in the movement of Chinese Literature Geography from north-
west to southeast. Because of the importance of the four river
valleys in Chinese geography, ancient Chinese cities were distrib-
uted mainly along such river valley axes, which provided the geo-
graphic conditions for the formation of city axel centers. The
changes of city axel centers further contributed to the movement
of river valley axes. They were inter-related and inseparable. In
the meantime, with the establishment and adjustment of adminis-
trative organizational systems, the city axel centers gave impetus
to the improvement of the system of river valley axes and brought
their axel function into full play. They evolved into “the hearts”
in the landscape of Chinese literature. Not only did the cities

themselves become the most dynamic and important arena for the
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literary activities, but also became the key power to further drive
the evolution of the literature landscape. The “double-capital
center”, dated back to the Western Zhou Dynasty, with a long
history and a unique style, was the core of the system of city axel
centers. Corresponding to the river valley axes and city axel cen-
ters, the groups of scholars, as the main subjects of literary
activities and literary writings, were on the move all the time, and
their mobility changed and finally determined the overall struc-
ture and the evolution trend of the literature landscape. Accord-
ing to the main life periods of scholars, three main types of scho-
lastic flow can be identified; (1) the centripetal scholars to learn,
to sit for the imperial examinations, to pursue official careers and
to impart knowledge; (2) the centrifugal scholars to live as her-
mits and to be demoted, and (3) the interactive scholars to travel
and to remove. Such flows, with a particular structure and
movement, take the form of integration between the whole and
the part, the dominant and the subordinate, and the unity and
the diversity. Old balances were broken in the continuous inter-
action between polarization and diffusion, and new balances were
created. In the final part of the dissertation, the author probes
into the dynamic models and the rules of rotation between various
geographical regions of literature. The author comes to the con-
clusion that there are 8 key literature regions and 5 cyclic move-
ments, their time and space evolution being the expression of a
consecutive rotation between the key different regions, and an
interaction through diffusion and expansion from the 8 inner

literature regions to the 4 outer regions. Such is the final result
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from our first mapping of the ancient Chinese Literature geography
from the native places of writers, followed by the articulation and
interaction of the three key links of the river valley axes as “an
artery”, the city axel centers as “a heart” and the flow of writers
as “a soul”,

With regard to research methodology, the author combines
the application of statistics, positioning of time and space, logic
reasoning, and intercross synthesis, etc, in order to be better
adapted to the construction and development of an academic sys-

tem of studies on Ancient Chinese Literature Geography.

Key words: Ancient Literature, geography, manifestation,

evolution
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