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See James B. Gardner and George Rollie Adams, eds., Ordinary People
and Everyday Life: Perspectives on the New Social History (Nashville,
Tenn.: American Association for State and Local History, 1983).

Many recent studies in immigrant/ethnic history have explored the immi-
grant press. See, for example, Robert Mirak, Torn between Two Lands:
Armenians in Amerfca, 1890 to World War { (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 1983 ).

Ronald Takaki, Strangers from a Different Shore: A History of Asian Ameri-
cans (Boston: Little, Brown, 1989), p.8.

In recent years some authors have made an effort to change the trend.
See, for example, Diane Mei Lin Mark and Ginger Chih, A Place Called
Chinese America (Dubuque, lowa: Kendall/Hull, 1982): Ruthanne Lum
McCunn, Chinese American Portraits: Personal Histories, 1828-1988(San
Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1988).

Paul C. P. Siu, The Chinese Laundryman: A Study of Social Isolation (New
York: New York University Press, 1987).

Paul C. P. Siu, “The Sojourner,” American Journal of Sociology 58 (July
1952): 34-44. The quotation is from p. 34.

John K. W. Tchen, “Editor’s Introduction,” in Siu, Chinese Laundryman, p.
xxxii. Franklin Ng has discussed the applicability of Siu’s sojourner concept
and surveyed similar experiences of other ethnic groups in his essay “The
Sojourner, Return Migration, and Immigration History,” in Chinese America:
History and Perspectives 1987 (San Francisco: Chinese Historical Soci-
ety of America, 1987), pp. 53-71.

Rose Hum Lee, The Chinese in the United States (Hong Kong: Hong Kong
University Press, 1960).

See, for example, ibid., p. 140. Other scholars who are influenced by Lee’s
interpretative approach also pass judgment on the impact of Chinese cul-
ture on Chinese Americans without the support of careful empirical research.
For example, Betty Lee Sung explains the low status of Chinese laundry-
men in American society in terms of their cultural “inertia” or “indifference”
in her Mountain of Gold: The Story of the Chinese in America (New York:
Macmillan, 1967), p. 196. Works of this school include Shicn Woo Kung,
Chinese in American Life: Some Aspects of Their History, Status, Problerns,
and Contributions (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1962); Mely
Giok-lan Tan, The Chinese in the United States: Social Mobility and
Assimilation, Asian Folklore and Social Life Monographs, vol. 21 (Taipei:
Orient Cultural Service, 1971); and Melford S. Weiss, Valfey City: A Chi-
nese Community in America (Cambridge, Mass.: Schenkman, 1974).
Stanford Lyman, in his Chinese Americans (New York: Random House,
1974), questions the adequacy of the assimilationist approach, but his dis-
cussions of Chinese Americans are also based more on sociological theo-
retical models than on historical empirical studies, and he relies mainly on
secondary sources in English.



Peter Kwong, Chinatown, New York: Labor and Politics, 1930-1950 (New
York: Monthly Review Press, 1979).

Ibid., p. 148.

Other works dealing with the Chinese community of New York share these
limitations. See, for example, Chia-ling Kuo, Social and Political Change in
New York's Chinatown: The Role of Voluntary Associations (New York:
Praeger, 1977), and Bernard Wong, Patronage, Brokerage, Entrepreneur-
ship and the Chinese Community of New York (New York: AMS Press,
1988).

The Chinese exclusion laws include a series of acts passed by the United
States Congress: Act of May 4, 1882, 22 United States Statutes at Large
60, which suspended the immigration of Chinese laborers to the United
States for ten years and prohibited the naturalization of Chinese in this
country; Act of July 5, 1884, 23 United States Statutes at Large 116, an
amendment to the 1882 act; Act of September 13, 1888, 25 United States
Statutes at Large 476, which prohibited a Chinese laborer from reentering
the country unless he had “a lawful wife, child, or parent in the United States
or property therein of the value of one thousand dollars, or debts of like
amount due him and pending settlement”; Act of October 1, 1888, 25 United
States Statutes at Large 504, also called the Scott Act, which was more
restrictive in prohibiting the reentry of any Chinese laborers who had de-
parted from the United States; Act of May 5, 1892, 27 United States Stat-
utes at Large 25, also called the Geary Act; Amendatory Act of November
3, 1893, 28 United States at Large 7, also called the McCreary Amendment
to the Geary Act; Act of April 9, 1902, 32 United States Statutes at Large
176; Act of April 27, 1904, 33 United States Statutes at Large 394, which
extended all laws “regulating, suspending, or prohibiting the coming of Chi-
nese” then in force indefinitely. All these Chinese exclusion acts were re-
pealed by the Act of December 13, 1943, 57 United States Statutes at Large
600. For analyses of these laws’ impact on the Chinese community as well
as the Chinese reactions to them, see Sucheng Chan, ed., Entry Denied:
Exclusion and the Chinese Community in America, 1882-1943
(Philadeiphia: Tempie University Press, 1991), and Shiti-shan Henry Tsai,
China and the Overseas Chinese in the United States, 1868-1911
(Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 1983).
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