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The East Lake
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The site of the East Lake was originally a
stone hill; legend goes that Shi Huang-Ti
(circa the 3rd century B. C.), the first
emperor of China, stopped his horse here
for a view of the scenery. After hundreds
of years of chipping for masonry, the hill
finally gave way to a lake and the land-
scape now features unsurpassed beauty.
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The Orchid Pavilion
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The calligraphy sage Wang Xizhi {circa the
4th century) invited a group of scholastic
friends to have a poetry party in the
Orchid Pavilion in 353 and wrote Preface
to the Collection of the Orchid Pavilion to
honor the event. That calligraphy piece is
recognized as the finest of Wang's works.
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The Academy of Three Tastes
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This is an old-style academy to teach tradi-
tional fundamentals to children. Lu Xun
(1881 - 1936), one of the most important
writers of modern China, studied here for
five years since twelve. He even carved a
Chinese character "early" on his own desk,
which is still preserved in the house.
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The Garden of 100 Plants
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This is a garden of vegetables in the back
of the former residence of Lu Xun (1881 -
1936), one of the most important writers
of modern China. Lu Xun enjoyed playing
in this small garden in his childhood; later
he wrote the experience in his books.
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The Keyan Park
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The Keyan Park has been a popular tourist
destination for centuries. It features
breathtaking sceneries in rockeries, ponds,
caverns and hills. The Cloud Bone, a
slender rock resting precariously on its thin
base, is the most important attraction in
the park.
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Shen's Garden
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When Lu You (1125 - 1210), a poet well-
versed in the passionate style, met his
former lover.in Shen's Garden in 1151, he
couldn’t hold back his emotions and wrote
down a sad poem on a wall of the garden
to express his forlorn feelings.
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Datong Academy
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This was the headquarters of Guang Fu
Hui (Restoration League), a revolutionary
association in the early 20th century bent
on overthrowing the monarchy of the
Qing Dynasty. Modern revolutionaries Qiu
Jin (1875 - 1907), Xu Xilin (1873 - 1907)
and Tao Chengzhang (1878 - 1912) used
to have an active leadership in the acad-
emy.
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Lu's Manor
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Lu's Manor was originally the residence of
Lu Tao (circa the 16th century), a minister
in the imperial court of the Ming Dynasty.
This well-preserved manor structure has
an architectural style that is typical of
southeastern China and a grand scale
befitting the social standing of its original
owner.
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