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Comrade Jiang Zemin inspecting comprehensive agricultural development

projects i Henan



Comrade Li Peng inspecting farmers raising cattle in Sanhe County
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PREFACE
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The Fifteenth National People’s Congress of the Party set down the state policy of building a socialist country
ruled by law, marking the start of a new stage for our cause of state administration according to law. China is a large
agricultural country, and is in the critical period of transition from traditional agriculture to modernized agriculture
and from planned economy to the socialist market economy. To keep the stability of the Party’s basic rural policy,
protect and arouse farmers enthusiasm, promote the development of agriculture and rural economy, continuously
increase farmers® income, and realize our great cross-century goal for agriculture, we must consistently stick up to the
road of managing agricultural affairs according to law, and strongly reinforce agricultural legal system building.

Over the past 20 years of reform and opening to the outside world, we have made gratifying achievements in
agricultural legal system building. The State has successively promulgated 25 sets of laws and regulations adminis-
tered by agricultural departments, complemented by a series of corollary laws and local rules and regulations made by
the Ministry of Agriculture and local people’s congresses and governments. In particular, the promulgation and imple-
mentation of the Agricultural Law has become an important milestone in our history of agricultural legal system
building. A legal system with the Agricultural Law as the basic law is being gradually improved. While agricultural
legislation is strengthened, agricultural administrative and law enforcement systems are gradually established and
perfected, and law enforcement strength further increased. Meanwhile, through various forms of agricultural law
popularization, the whole society’s legal consciousness for developing agriculture are enhanced, to the protection of
agricultural resources and farmers” lawful rights, and the promotion of all-round growth of agriculture and rural
economy. All these have made historic changes to China’s countryside.

At the fifth anniversary of the promulgation of the Agricultural Law, we edited this albumn titled Golden Land,which
by combining text and illustrations presents a relatively complete picture of the achievements in agricultural legal
system building and the great changes in agriculture and rural economy. We believe a general review of this album

will prove inspiring and rewarding to readers.
Chen Yaobang
1998 - 4 - 21
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