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mThe Three Wonders of Nyinmo

Lhasa’s Workshop was the name our reporter used to characterize Nyinmo
County. The people of Nyinmo, well known far and near for the Tibetan
incense, Tibetan paper and printing carved board which they manufac-
ture are not only preserving an age-old traditional handcraft, but are also
taking their wares to sell on the Lhasa markets thus taking great strides
into the future.

[P Drink to Tibet

140

In the midst of a community which has already outgrown its youth and in
which ideals has begun to fade, Yu Xiaodong in his painting Drink fo Tibet
managed to capture the past enthusiasm as well as the lost, vague un-
certainty of parting. We intend to go to the utmost efforts to find out as
much as we possibly can from all the living characters portrayed in the
picture and do our best to revive the story of the enchanting era which

they created.

Wogyan-beylung is the place where Padmasambhava foretold in the Five
Teachingsthe existence of the heavenly place. In 1953 a young Rinpoche
mounted on the back of a goat leading 10 families from Northern Tibet’s
Shenza County in search of this fairyland. Later on there were three other
tribes who each in turn set out in search of Wogyan-beylung trekking over
uninhabited regions of Northern Tibet as well as the south rim of
Taklamakan Desert.

The author went along with Risang Rinpoche, the grandson of Zhana
Cangba, a leader of one of these tribes and retraced the path they had
taken that year in search of Wogyan-beylung, transforming legend into
reality and piecing together information collected from the different fami-
lies who had made the journey away and back again.
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A Qing Official’s Photographic Perspective of Lhasa

During the twilight years of the Qing Dynasty, a governmental military surgeon
came to Lhasa, and with his small camera shot photos which give us today an
invaluable historical view of Lhasa through his lens. These photos were once pub-

lished in the October 1912 edition of the American National Geographic magazine.

Manuscript

72

Gedun Chopel: There Are No One Else Like Me in Tibet!

Gedun Chopel is a 20th century eccentric Tibetan sectarian Buddhist. The article
not only describes his story but also brings the reader a taste of his book 7/betan
Arts of Love written in 1938.

Dictation

78

My Father Lit up the Very First Electric Lamp in Tibet
In 1923 a Tibetan aristocrat named Rengang Rinzen Dorjee, returned from London
where he had been studying, constructed a miniature hydroelectric station from

which he drew power to light up the very first electric lamp in Tibet.

The Sweet Teahouse

132

Pilgrim’s Way, Scientist’s Mind

While other American boys were busy playing baseball, John Belaza was lingering
about in the small forest outside his house, soaring in his imagination over the
Himalayas. He was seven years old at the time. In Tibet John Belaza finally found
his place of belonging. He recounted for us the story of how he had roamed all

alone on the great plains of Northern Tibet.
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Concealing and Unearthing the Holy Scriptures

In Tibet there is a kind of practice dating back one thousand years which Buddhist scriptures called ‘Terma’ are concealed and
unearthed after many years.

The practice works in such a way that the ‘concealer’ takes the secret scrolls (the Terma) which he has spent a painstaking lifetime
filling with Buddhist knowledge, and hides them in a deep dark cave or some other forgotten place. Many years later (a few hundred to
1000 years) the scrolls are rediscovered and dug up by the ‘Tertoen’ (The finder of the scrolls) who proceeds to spread the knowledge
they contain.

In Tibetan history there is a famous classic called 77bet’s Avalokiteshvera. It was unearthed by the great 11th century master,
Atisha, who discovered the scrolls hidden inside the top part of a column standing inside the Jokong Temple’s Buddha worship hall. The
scrolls were known as Songtsan Gampo’s classics written by him in the 6th century AD, and contain a detailed record of this Tibetan
king’s rise and fall, of the Princess Wen Cheng's arrival to Tibet and even describe how the Tibetan people were enlightened by the
goddess Avalokiteshvera and thus evolved up from lowly monkeys. This rare book was thus given the additional title of 7%e /nterior

Column History.

If you believe that nothing happens by chance, you will find it easy to believe in the story of the Terma scriptures and will thus

certainly discover the beauty of this Tibetan practice.

Kelsan Tserin
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Archiving TibetintotheClassics

There are so many points of view in the world, so many angles from which to view Tibet. One can look down upon Tibet or look up at it in admiration, view Tibet
as a place for sightseeing, as a place for seeking new things, or as a new fad. All of these are legitimate points of view and still, the point of view most required here
on the giddy heights of the world’s roof is a ‘balanced view’ What this implies is that first we ourselves must possess the ability to ascend to great heights, and only
then may we seek out a reciprocal relationship between ourselves and Tibet. At the same time this balanced view contains a kind of reverence and self esteem, it is
the basic attitude towards Tibet which 7ibet Geographic wishes to advocate.

‘Territory’ offers the most suitable way through which to enter into the regional culture of Tibet, laying emphasis on the ‘anthropological’ and ‘geographical’
aspects. Every new issue we send a reporter off to one of the cultural regions of Tibet to carry out a field investigation, and show our readers the real picture of life
in Tibet, how man and nature coexist here in harmony. The way in which life continues on the hostile snowy plains of Tibet, constituted for us a kind of model from
which to learn. ‘Century’, ‘Manuscript’, and ‘Dictation’ complement ‘Territory’ attempting to combine historical images, sounds and words, to present a three dimen-
sional picture of a more real, more authentic, and more primary Tibet.

In the face of the culture from the outside, Tibet possesses a kind of quiet capacity to take what comes. It transcends such forces which threaten to cause a
feeling of cultural anxiety such as ‘clash’, ‘influence’ and even ‘subsume’, facing them all along with an appraising smile, melting down the rigidity between different
cultures which seem completely alienated from one another. Tibet is like a goblet of fine wine which can never be exhausted, no need to resist, no need to overcome,
only slowly savor the taste. The fine wine, the altitude, the thin air which generates this giddy feeling, makes her seem like a magical floating dream factory. ‘Drink
to Tibet’, more than anything else is a record of an era, of a group of people who harbored a visionary hope. Today, all that remains of this dream is a gentle puff of
air which one can only hope to listen to. And even so it still is capable of bringing a feeling of comfort to the banal existence of our daily lives. After entering this
dream, we can let the ‘Sweet Teahouse’ transport us gently into a relaxed frame of mind where we can lend an ear to some more non-local sounds from Tibet.

As man’s conduct is gradually losing the wide span which it possessed in the days of our forefathers. What ‘traverse’ actually embodies is the brave expeditions
undertaken by people in ancient times. The difference is that it takes modern man’s keen, deep reaching thoughts and reflections into parts of Tibet’s history, events
and special communities. In the first issue we put out ‘Traverse’ which is the search for ‘Wogyan-beylung'’. It took the writer two years and thousands of miles
journeyed over land, following in the footsteps of native tribes of Northern Tibet to track down the path leading to ‘Wogyan-beylung’, interviewing the main characters
of this story, as well as their relatives and a few hundred of their offspring, and at the same time also creating a visual record of the beautiful sceneg passed along the
way. By following the words and the pictures brought to us by the author of this story, we are presented with one more chance to experience ‘escape and return to
the source’ the two greatest and most inexplicable impulses of the human.

After all these captivating visions and dazzling spectacles fluttering around like colorful prayer flags we at the club await your arrival. We invite you now to come

to cross over magical realms with us as we travel through Tibet, to go and truly understand its every piece of ground, to fly freely in an enchanting dream world.

Editorial Board
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The Three Wonders of Nyinmo



JEA B REE
Sketch map of Nyinmo County
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‘Tibetan Incense’, ‘Tibetan Paper’ and ‘Printing Carved Board' are also known as ‘The Three Wonders of Nyinmo’.
What effect has the recent surge of modemnity and development had on these traditional forms of Tibetan handicraft?
Will it be possible to continue preserving them for long? Please refer to the story by our reporter who brought back
an in depth account of the impressions he collected during his stay at Nyinmo County.
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We arrived at Thoenmi’s former residence. A crowd of curious villagers gathers around us
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A Tunba manor is depicted in what remains of an old wall painting.
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