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Preface

Nanjing County is located in the hinterland of the coastal mountainous southwest part of Fujian Province. Among ranges of mountains and boundless
hills and fields, thousands of Tulou buildings scatter along the stream sides, in the farming fields and at the food of the green mountains, simple,
pure and peaceful, standing lofty and firm quietly undergoing the mercilessness through thousands of years. Japanese architect Keiichiro Mogi praised:
"They are the UFOs down from the sky and mushrooms up from the ground". An expert from UNESCO marveled: "It is a unique and mythical architectural
pattern of mountainous residential housing".

That Nanjing County was ever inhabited by ancients since the middle and later period of the Neolithic Era can be verified by large quantities of
stone artifacts and potteries unearthed at the ancient cultural sits of Fushan Mountain and also confirmed by the cliff-inscriptions of the scattered
primitive symbols discovered in Nankeng Town. Before the Tang Dynasty, Nanjing was a main residential area of a branch of ancient Baiyue people.
In the 2nd year of the Emperor Zhongzhang Reign of Tang Dynasty (669AD), in order to put down the local "Man Liao Xiao Luan" riot, CHEN Zheng
and CHEN Yuan-guang came to Zhangzhou from the Central China together with their troops. Some of their troops stationed in Nanjing. In war times,
most of their barracks, big and circular, were built on the hills with the location of strategic importance and easy defense, near vital communication
lines, near water and with plenty of local constructing materials. Only in Nanjing, there still exist mote than 20 ruins of mountainous barracks.

For more than 1000 years after that, the unrest in the Central China caused floods of the Han people emigrated southwards and many of them
settled in the southwest mountainous area of Fujian. In order to prevent the harassments of wild animals and bandits, to settle down and to do pioneering
work, the southwards-migrating Han people perfectly inherited cultural architectural tradition of ancient Han people in the Central China and combined
with the special local geographical conditions, creatively built the enclosed earthen construction with living and defensive functions---Tulou. At the
same time, they brought with them the advanced productive and living modes, which helped improve greatly the local economy and culture. In order
to house dozens and even hundreds of clan members under one roof so as to maintain the clan's safety and prosperity, the large-scale Tulou was
built as the times required and kept developing till now. So Tulou is the highly concentrated crystallization of the whole civilization created by the
southwards-migrating Han people that lived in the southwest part of Fujian Province and it is also a special witness of the Han people* southwards
migration history from the Central China.

Standing rock-firm in the picturesque mountains valleys, Nanjing Tulou reveals the superb architectural art of Nanjing ancient inhabitants with its
splendid architectural pattern. To build a Tulou, they rammed the wall with raw earth, built the base with stones and used the China fir logs to make
wood frame. On different heights during the wall-ramming process, they put fir strips and old-bamboo strips inside the wall as bones to share the
weight and to increase entirety of the wall. This rammed-earth-wall technology reached its crest since Ming Dynasty. Most of Nanjing Tulou buildings
were built in Ming and Qing dynasties. Usually they are 3-5 storey, some are more than 20 meters high. It is the crystallization of the rammed-earth-
board-construction technology of the Central China after thousands of years of accumulation and promotion. It is a living reflection of the highest
rammed-earth civilization. The ratio of the height to the thickness of this rammed earth wall is up to 13:1, reaching the limit. It is a marvelous contribution
to the ancient ramming technology. Particularly, the building materials used in Tulou came from nature and return to nature when they become obsolete.
After generations of generations, not mater how many Tulou were built and obsolete, nothing harmed to our world and nothing harmed to our environment,
no public hazard, no pollution, fully manifesting its superiority of *coming from the nature, back to the nature and no harm to the nature.

There still exist more than 1300 large-scale Tulou in Nanjing, circular ones, square ones, five-phoenix ones, semi-lunar ones, armchair-shaped
ones, apron-shaped ones, convex ones, etc. intensively thrilling to people and peculiarly appeal to people. Researchers indicated that the circular
Tulou in Nanjing and Zhangzhou were evolved from castles and mountain fortresses. GU Yan-wu, one of the 3 greatest thinkers in late Ming Dynasty
and early Qing Dynasty, quoted a report from Defensive Records of Zhangzhou Annals in his book The pros and cons of states: "There were few
earthen fortresses in Zhangzhou except on the frontiers. Since the Emperor Jiajing Reign of Ming Dynasty, the harassments from bandits became
prevalent and rampant especially along the coast. Thus, more and more Tulou buildings were built for the defensive purpose".

The entry to Nanjing Tulou is just like the entry to the time tunnel, giving you so huge the space of imagination. Combining closely with the surrounding
environments, they form the exquisite and densely grouped Tulou clusters and become world famous by their beautiful, magnificent and unique features
with profound cultural connotation.
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The birth of Nanjing Tulou may date bake to many centuries
ago. It embodies the inheritance and promotion of ancient
rammed-earth technology. The 4 nominated properties of
Fujian (Nanjing) Tulou recorded perfectly the whole evolution
process of Nanjing Tulou. Square or circular, big or small,
with their authenticity and integrity least compromised,
Nanjing Tulou represent all types of Tulou buildings being
known.
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Tianluokeng Tulou Cluster

The most beautiful and magnificent Tulou in Nanjing--—--—-Tianluokeng
Tulou Cluster. It is a unique and mythical mountain-architecture
pattern in the world. The cluster consists of 5 big Tulou buildings
conforming to the Five-element theory of traditional Chinese
"Fengshui": a building belongs to "earth" and stands in the middle
surrounded by an oval one and 3 circular ones which belong to
"metal, wood, water and fire". With a wonderful and peculiar layout,
the five buildings stand along with the mountains up and down in
a strict disorder, echoing each others with tiers and tiers of terraces*
forming the most exquisite Tulou cluster among all the Tulou building
groups. The cluster is just like a plum flower blooming among the
ranges of mountains when overviewed. In early morning, Tianluokeng
is veiled in clouds and mists, the five buildings are sometimes visible
and sometimes invisible, looking mysterious as if in a dreamland.
It represents an outstanding architectural art and a creative
masterpiece.

R 25T+ 4% An overlook on Tianluokeng Tulou Cluster
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Hekeng Tulou Cluster

The grandest-scale Tulou cluster in Nanjing------ Hekeng Tulou
Cluster. The Cluster consists of 14 Tulou buildings built in different
years with different shapes. Surrounded by green mountains on
three sides, the big square and circular buildings scatter in a strict
disorder along the valley, among the fields. A brook runs merrily
through the cluster, expressing the intelligence and smartness of
natural harmony. The buildings have been cleverly integrated with
the environment and even become an integral part of the mountain
and river scenery, very suitable for human living. Hekeng Tulou
Cluster is an outstanding model achieving a perfect harmonious
unity between civilian residential buildings and natural environment.

Ja 3+ #%8f Hekeng Tulou Cluster
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‘IZ; »—= » RIZST S A distant view of Huaiyuan Lou

Huaiyuan Lou

RS E RO R - —— R m ek A T rg v Bl The most exquisite double annular Tulou in Nanjing------ Huaiyuan Lou. Located in
AR TA, 2 T1905-19094F, 4 Hi1384. 754 I|>(anX|a Village of M?T;;f‘;vn in Nanjing County, H\fJ]aiyuan Lou v:as zgilt in 1905-1909.
. e t covers an area o .7 square meters with a floor space of 3468 square meters.
Y 2 Y P £ 73 8

K LI}LE* 3468°F- K. Bl 3K, AT The Tulou has a 3-meter-high base made of large cobble stones and the mixture of
FR =5 2, AER LR 5 EECOMEF, 45 lime, sand and clay. With a special preparation of rammed earth and superb ramming
FH 2 S, RABAL O LHTE. &L technology, the bearing wall is still smooth without any peeling-off. It is the best preserved
U BB T R A R S T B LS4k R TR I U T R fjouble”annular Tulou with most cultural connotation among all circular Tulou buildings

b B in Nanjing.
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