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Foreword

Following construction of Sanmenxia
(Three-Gate Gorge) Dam, the first of its
kind to be built on the 5,400-kilometre
Yellow River, Sanmenxia, a new industrial
city, arose. Situated in western Henan Prov-
ince and bordered by Shaanxi and Shanxi
provinces, the city has jurisdiction over
Shengchi County, Lushi County, Lingbao
County, Hubin District and Yima City—a
total area of 10,496 square kilometres and a
population of over 1.74 million. Boasting
over 40 metallic and nonmetallic ores and
crisscrossed by highways and railways, San-
menxia has been designated by the state as
an energy-developing base in the triangle
area of Shanxi, Shaanxi and southern He-
nan. High in the west and low in the east, it
is 300 to 1,600 metres above sea level. With
a warm-temperate, continental monsoonal
climate and distinct seasons, the city has a
mean annual temperature of about 14°C and

a mean annual precipitation of 500 mm.
Adjacent to the middle reaches of the
Yellow River, the Sanmenxia region is one
of the birthplaces of the Chinese nation,
where five thousand years ago, the ances-
tors of the Chinese people began to live and
work. Ruins of Yangshao culture, typical of
a matriarchal clan society in the Yellow
River valley, were discovered in Shengchi
County in 1921. In the Xia Dynasty (21st
century B.C.-476 B.C.) Yuzhou Prefecture
was set up there; in the Zhou Dynasty (11th
century B.C.-770 B.C.) it was called the
state of Guo, and in the Northern Wei
(386-534) Shanzhou Prefecture was esta-
blished and remained until the early twen-
tieth century. Thus Sanmenxia has a wealth
of historical sites and tourist attractions,
such as the tomb of Emperor Gao of the
Xia Dynasty, chariot pits of the state of
Guo of the Spring and Autumn Period, the



Qin-Zhao Alliance Terrace of the Warring
States Period, the ruins of Hangu Pass and
the pagoda of Baolun Temple—well-known
echo architecture in China.

An old saying goes that a bucket of water
from the Yellow River contains half silt.
The fierce river is cut by Sanmenxia Dam,
however, thus creating a reservoir that, in
winter and spring, enveloped by mist, has
clear water and broad waves. Yellow water
merges with clear green water in the upper
reaches of the reservoir. A rock, named the
Firm Rock in Midstream, standing in the
turbulent Yellow River, symbolizes the un-
yielding spirit of the Chinese people. The
loess plateau on the banks of the river
embraces many beautiful scenic spots, such
as Mount Yawu, Hot Spring, and White
Dragon Pond, which have always been at-
tractions for tourists from home and
abroad.

With implementation of the policy of
opening to the outside world, Sanmenxia
has made progress in establishing friendly -
contacts with foreign countries as well as in
developing tourism. In 1985 it established
sister-city relationship with Kitakami of
Japan. A cruise on the Yellow River, start-
ing from Sanmenxia, has drawn the in-
terest of numerous tourists for the beauti-
ful scenery along the riverbanks, such as the
Hot Spring sanatorium area, the ruins of
Hangu Pass, the site of ancient Shanzhou,
the magnificent dam and the Yangshao
ancient culture area.

With firm strides Sanmenxia is forging
ahead towards the four modernizations.

Sanmenxia smilingly welcomes both for-
eign and Chinese visitors.
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Sanmenxia City Area
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Geographical Location of Sanmenxia
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The broad Huanghe Road
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Cruise on the Yellow River

ENERFEEEEEL I X2 BRERE
FEES HEYEE BB K0T ERD , B
o RUEME . SHEHT  SEAMEERK, —
REH . AAILE BB IAAZEN—FLEZE , £K
WE , FWLARE  LSEKE MRS . FREE . S
BFES . KRR . ARB IR S WETAS . thEE A i
EAK, HABM . HEPHF . BEERBALOKZ 8

Sanmenxia is an ideal place for people to
view the roaring Yellow River, as well as
the picturesque scenery along its banks. In
summer and autumn the river’s great waves
beat on the rocks. In winter and spring
Sanmenxia Dam retains and stores floodwa-
ter, forming a boundless expanse of wat-
er. The one-hundred-kilometre stretch up-
stream from the dam to the Yu-the-Great
Ferry in Shanxi is covered with green water,
reflecting the hills on the banks in a delight-
ful contrast. In spring and autumn, when
wild ducks, geese and white swans are flying
over the river, tourists taking boat rides will
be fascinated by the unique and gorgeous
scenery along the river.
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to Yellow River Cruise
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The unique loess plateau on the banks of
the Yellow River.
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Maojin Ferry, where tourists start
their cruise on the Yellow River.
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Fish-shaped tourist boat on an expanse
of yellow water mixed with green waler.
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Three-Gate Gorge

The gorge is located in the middle reaches
of the Yellow River. Legend has it that Yu
the Great, a legendary figure of ancient
China who tamed rivers. split the moun-
tains into three gates (Man's Gate, Devil’s
Gate and God’s Gate) with three cuts of his

axe 1o make way for the Yellow River. For
several thousands of years the ominous,
mythical gorge has attracted thousands of
visitors, who have left seventy inscriptions
on its both sides. Traces of an ancient plank
road can be seen on one cliff. In 1957 a
dam. about 106 metres high and 908 metres
long. was constructed. The resulting reser-
voir, with a capacity of 9.7 billion cubic
mctres, brings over 91 percent of the drain-
age area of the Yellow River under control
and helps in the prevention of waterlogging
and icing, in irrigation and power genera-
tion. Every yvear from October to June water
is stored for generating electricity, the an-
nual generated power reaching 1.1 billion

kw.
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Three-Gate Gorge before the dam was built.
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A distant view of Sanmenxia Dam.



FooR R

ORRHIES T = A TR RZ T | Bk
WK EREABAKHB TG AL #
Bk =5, ARBTLE A M AT M, 8

THY . EasE BARAAELETT ke,
JEEE R, EEBRD L AEESET A RREEER

it BT R B QAL — TSR E A8 20
Firm Rock in Midstream

In the swift torrents below Sanmenxia
Dam Firm Rock in Midstream stands seven
metres above the water’s surface, allegedly
left by Yu the Great for taming the river.

Three characters, Chao Wo Lai (Advancing
Towards Me), are inscribed on the rock.
Taking it as a navigation mark, boatmen in
ancient times steered towards the rock to
avoid submerged reefs. Emperor Tair Zong
of the Tang Dynasty wrote a poem that is
inscribed on the rock: “Raising my head to
look at the high rock and viewing Dragon
Gate in the north, | can see vast traces of
Yu the Great as well as boundless spring.”
A symbol of the unyielding spirit of the
Chinese nation. the rock has always been
held in esteem by the local people.




