


Wei Fang Yangjiabu's Woodcut New Year Pictures
—A Wonderful Work of China’s Folk Art

by Yu Hongwen

The Yangjiabu village is thirty li northcast of Weilang City,Shandong Province. It has been famous at home and abroad for
its abundant woodcul ncw year pictures from ancient times to the present.

Yanpjiahu's woadcut new year pictures were originated in the end of the Ming Dynasty and flourished in the Qing Dynasty.
It has a long history of 400 years. It is one of the three kinds of (amous folk new year pictures of our county. During the
reign of Qianleng of the Qg Dynasty, Yangjiabu's new year pictures were at the height of splendour in the development
history. Tt was said that Yangjiabu thcn had a hundred of picture shops, over a thousand of picturce kinds and ten thousands of
piclure. woodcuts, and the sales volume of new year pictures totaled as much as ten millions. Besides satisfying the needs of
local people, pictures were sold far away to Jiangsu, Anbui, Shanxi, Henan, Hcbeithe three provinces of Northeasteen China
and Nei Monggol, ctc, With the various kinds, the large scale and the wide selling range, Yangjiabu's new ycar pictures cnjoyed
¢qual popuiarity with those of Yangliuging of Tianjin and Tachuawu of Suzhou, and bcame one of the three major picture
markets gainmg considerable fame among the people in China.

The contents of Yangjiabu's new year picturcs are rich and varied, with the pictures ol gods, door —gods, Beauty Stripe,
Gold Boy, fowers and birds and landscape, dramatic figures, and fairy tales and lcgends, etc. At the same time there ure also
works reflecting the life of common people and satirizing social corrupt practices. However, jubilation and goud fortune are the
subjeets af Yangjiabu's new year pictures, such as™ A Good Fortune as You Wish”, “Happy Ncw Year”, “Congratulations on
Your Making a Fortunc™“Wealth, Rank, Glory and Splendour”, “A Surples for the Ycars Running”, “Peace and Happiness"and
so on, which arc like congratulations of relatives and greetings of good friends; and make up the characterstics of [armers being
lucky and happy and hoping wealth, rank and peace.

The types of Yangjiabu's ncw year pictures are novel and various, from the Military Door —god on the gale, lanterns with
the Chinese word“fu” (good fortunc) on the screen wall, Beauty Stripe and Gold Boy on the door to central scrolis, Kitchen
Guod and “kang” —side pictures inside the room. There are also pictures of Moonlight beside the window: pictures on the sides
of it and those on top of it. Even the door of the cowshed and poultry pan, the cart and grain bins arc also pasted particular
now year pictures on. It may be said that therc arc new year pictures everywhere. So the courtyard of the farmer family is
decked out inside and out, which looks brand — new and Jubilant.

Yangjiabu's ncw year picturcs, as purcly farmer’s pictures along China’s Huanghe River Valley, ook root among the
people and was hrought up on the native soil. They pooled laboring people’s art talents and industrious wisdom, and pathered
thewr unsophisticated ideas and feclings and cager hopes for a happy life. For a long time, the typical art characteristis have
formed ; thal is, in the means of artistic cxpression, the subjects arc rellected by means of condensation, symbolism, implicd
meaning  and  romanticism.  With perfect, [ull and  well ~ balanced composition;  with cxaggerated, rough and simple
moulding ~ making; with teres, forcelul, casy and smoath line; and with gaudy colors and a striking contrast, pictures have a
strong (avor of rural life, and are docarative, They fully embodics the northern farmers’ rough, untrammelled, straightiorward,
industnious, humorous, clear about —love —and — hate disposition trans, and noble morality and values in China, who arc really
typical” Big Shandong Fcllows.” And as a result of these, new year pictures are warmly welcome by the puests at home and
abroad, experts and scholars.

The reform and opening to the world has made the anciemt folk art, Yangjiabu's new year pictures, radiate the vigour,
Yangjiabu today has become the focus of world attention. From 1987 to now, the leaders of the party and the country Li
Ruihuan, Wu Xucgian, Gu Mu, Xi Zhongshun, Quan  Weichang, Wan Renzhi and Zhu Muzhi ete, came here 1o inspect one
after  another and highly apprased the development dircction of Yangjiabu's folk art. The famous poct, He Jingzhi, came here
and cnthusiastically wrote the beautiful lincs:“ Thousands of new year pictures, as if | was dreaming at my childhood, The kites
arc Mying far away like the soaring hearts.” In Scptember, 1987, the missions of 49 couniries in China came to visit. In May,
1989, when Chairman of Democratic Kampuchea, Shihanuk, with his wife and his parly came to visit the villape of new year
pictures and kites, he happily flew kites with villagers and children on the trial Night ground. According to incomplete statastics,
the national and international guests coming here totals over ten thousand persans cvery year. When [oreigh [riends are piously
sccking oricntal arts, and coming in a continuous stream, Yangjiabu's wisc people resumes their ancestral profession. In the
village with only 250 houscholds, almost cach and every family prints new year pictures and draws paintings. Engraving and
printing new year pictures and making kites are a trick villagers are good at.“Those hung on the wall arc new year pictures, hut
those flown into the sky become kites.” It is the villagers' sccret handed down [rom their ancestors. Here everyone s an cxpert
from teens children to aighty oldmen. The income [rom sideline of making kites and printing new year pictures is increasing year
after year. Their standard of living is improving for years running. Yangjiabu has opened a new road for developing the rural
outward cconomy,

In order to inhent and develop the traditional folk art, with the support of the local government, Weifang Yangjiabu
Waodeut New Year Picture Rescarch Institnte was founded in 1979, It protected 500 woodcuts lelt by the Ming and Qing
Dynasties, which then would be destroyed in a moment. The survival woodcuts have heen preserved until now, becoming a lot
of precious cultural heritage of human being. The reserch institute with only over twenty persons undertakes the important task
of tapping, collating, studying and bring forth new ideas. For more than ten years, they have organized and written over twenty
theses of high level. From many aspects of formative origion, historical development, artistic contents, forms of cxpression, styles
and characteristics, management and sclling, the present condition and prospects and so on , analysis and exposition with
origional ideas have been made. The monograph “ Yangjabu's New Year Pictures” with ncarty 20,0000 words have been
compiled and published. The complete material works “The Sclected Works of Yangjiabu's Origional New Year Pictures” has
been published. Two volumes of “Contracted New Year Picture Samples”, “The Book of Color and Linc”, “Silk Box and Lens”,
door ~ gods, Gold Boy, Beauty Stripe, an album of dramatic figurc paintings, new year picture calendars and new year cards,
cct, topether over 50 kinds of new year picture works, which arc collated and printed by the institute, are sold well at home and
abroad and sold far away to 40 countrics and regions. The pictures have become into goods in good demand in cxternal
propaganda, cultural cxchange and tourist activitis. What's more, under the foundation of inhcriting ancient ncw year pictures,
they have studicd and created a number of new year works reflecting the contents of our age. In recent years, the new ycar
pictures arc budding in national exibitions and have won prizes again and again, thus drawing close attention of cxperts in art
circles.

In recent years , Weilang Yangjiabu's woodcul new year pictures have made a circuit of the countries and regions: France,
Canada, Swiss Singaporc. Hongkong and South Korea ,cet to exihit many times. The departments concerned onganized cultural
exchange and activities of cngraving, prnting and sciling new year pictures, wherever they are exibited, local audicnce take a
scrious anterest in them and highly paise them.

Wrote at Woifang Cily Yangjiabu New Year
Picture Rescarch Institutwe
In October, 1994
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Shen Tu and Yu Lei CDoor —gods the Ming Dynasty 1207 69cm

@ HE It has drawn its maternial from folk fairy tale It was

' =] O
S - . - I that the brothers Shen Tu and Yu Lei were
== Al E I S Y H-mE i A ) ¢
HUL-BRUKTE A BTEX military - generals who  were responsible for looking
EHBWE LT ESE. By after ;‘clan:ml peaches h:il [')’mu?h;m .th:] the chicef of
- - — I Yeniuling went to rob of fresh peaches.he was beaten
TEE .| gl Eer = g - sh peacheshe was beater
=i FER R AR, LEFXF by them And then he desguised himself as a evil
1 FE.BET B IH |t A THEx °F F g'nm{t !n']].n'c hiir. re \'_ungr,:\u[ he was i‘;mph[ }h_\ the
. - two o brothers and wasteeded 1o o tger Later the two
— | sl i T ' - .
— ]ﬁ'ﬁé I:t'\ LIRS EP L. hrothers became  celestials and were conferred generals
i charge of ghosts by the Jade Emperor. Their images
were drawnand  pasted on the door by common
people 1o deter ghosts and demonsand 1o bless their
famulics
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Qin Qiong and Jing De  (Door—god’ the Ming Dynasty 69 .<46cm
= _-__ C B8 G Sf HiEBENEESE S It has drawn _ith' material from folk fairy tale The
M Kl ﬁ T & j;[ $ : a *N‘E'Tﬁf = legend goes like thisithe emperor of the Tang Dynasty

H,f5Ee. 58 KR EREE _RAPED: couldn’t fall asleep 1in the night owing todreaming of
: BH S T 1 s + B = | ghosts. But when generals Qin Qiong and Jing De in
ﬁlllzh ) HE'I’% & T HERD. — gﬁ;ﬁ' %m% martial attirewere on night duty standimg at the palace

g f[—: N CI Ffr 1&3 3] ET % :‘: /E % ﬁ @5‘1 + dnnr.;__rhmts didn't dare to approach As soon as the

_‘ = r 0 Bl 287 two generals left,ghosts came apain.The emperor thus
J'-J‘F =AM T ME x. g’ ':3 bﬁ’{'ﬂ% ordered a preat painter, Yan  Libento  paint their

EOETE, images  and  sticked  the  picture on  thepalace door.
Ghosts were scared of it and didn't come back any
longer.Lateron among the peoplethe pamnted images of
Qin Qiong and Jing De were also pasted on gates to
expel ghosts and suppress demons, and to bless the
wholefamily.

7, A E



The Door —gods with a Broadsword

159,

T%mﬁi;q.ﬁﬁ W_,\:-
A MOoXYTER . B
-#T@.‘E:‘;‘i?]@,--\.xif'—r-—
F.2EE BT ET. AEEE. & Rk
EowmE. REEEREReEERE . RE
HemiRgaph e FRERTINRESL
EOAEBEAELNT.BEE 5\8’]"2;%.4”-::
"";..:'*'4,- 7 : 2
s%if:f £
AT TR

(the picture

ABwswEy Y

A H 9 ¥ 4 § ¢m

on the door) the Qing Dynasty 69 - d6cm

On the picture are the two generals Guan Gong
and  Guan Sheng With o broadsword i therr
handsthey  were named  the  door —gods  with a
broadsword, GuanGong was Guan Yu or Guan Yun
Chang He was a native of HedongXie i the end of
the Han Dynasty and the Three Kingdoms He was
extraordinarily skilled n“wushu” with powerful
arms. unusual cyes and cycbrowsand full of power and
grandeur Fle  and  Liv Ber and  Zhang  Fer became
sworn brothers at Tao yuan. Andthen followmg Liu Be
he  made  great  contribution in battles here and
there Atlast,he was defeated and killed by Sun Quan
for his pride and underestimating the enemy He was
conferred  the god of the law by Yang Guangthe
emperor of theSwDynasty. He was also conferred hy
the cmperors of 0 past ages, Guan Shenga
preat  preat  grandson  of Guan Yuresembled Guan
Yu in appearance He was tall and handsome with a
moustache,unusual cyes and cycbrows,purplish red face
andbright red hips.He read books on the art of war at
his childhood.He was skillful in "wushu”, rightcous and
courageous.  He was cver roving  officer of Pudong
Using a broadsword "ging long van yue”he was called
Guan Sheng with abroadsword

“d
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Grongming

and

the  Ran  Deng  Taoist
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(Door —god ! the Qing Dynasty 69 - 46cm

Origimated from “The History of the Immortals” it
has a strong mythicalting

King Zhou sent Wen Taishi to suppress Xigi with
armed  forces. With the  defeat,ten Taoist  priests of
Tiejo were invited to set up "Ten Desperate Battle
Formations”So Jiang Ziva invited twelve taoist prml»
of chanpiao. The Ran De ng Taoist took command and
brook through six battle formations continuously. Wen
Taishi couldnt hold out and asked Zhao Gongmi g
for helpZhao won a scries of success with the hL]p
of two magic weapons,the “fulong” rope  and the
“dinghai” pearl.Ran Deng took away  Zhao's magic
weapons with the help of Xiao S[n.n;‘ and Cao Bao,
Zhao  Gongming borrowed the jinjino”  scissors and
seperated Ran Deng's sikadeer into two parts. Lu Ya
hated Zhao Gongming for he aided King Zhou in his
tyranmical rule, and thus killed Zhao with an arrow at
Xigishan, Why were the twe rivals painted together as
a pair of door pods? For one !hl[]"]hL contests
hetween them could suppress demons.For another Ran
Denga Buddisteould  bless all living  creatures while
Zhao Gongmingan immoral, could expel disasters and
diseases.  The two  deities guarding  the  door, could
assured that everything would be all right
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Five  Door —pods  Door —god) the Qing Dynasty 69+ dbem

T i + o According to China’s folklore,in the period of
=R H At Ex . aE8W = Later Zhou of Five Dynastics, a man named“Dou
Oy .18+ L F.ohhERsE Yujun had five sons. He taught them in the right way

- so that the five sons Dou Yi, Dou Yan, Dou kan,
L& l\ﬂ ¥ EEHBSHN . SREE Dou Bao and Dou Xi were admitted in imperial

SE LV AR BT <5, cxaminations one after another. They were called "Five
' Dragons ol the Dous” Later generations called
them"Wu Zi Deng Ke(five sons admitted in imperial

examinations).

wn
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Three Star Door —gods (the picture on the
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door! the Qing Dynasty 69 < 46cm

The three stars refers to the Lucky Star, the God
of Salary and the God of Longevity.

The Lucky star: at ancient times, Jupiter was
called the star of year Itsexistence meant good fortune,
so at was also called the Jucky star"Lucky” meant
good fortune, wealth and rank.

The God of Salary: referred to official salary. that
15, good fortune, kindness and salary.

The God of Longevity: was regarded as a symbol
of an oldman of a long life by the ancients, and also
called the Nanp Oldman Star and  the Nany Old
Immortals. Longevity is the head of five good fortune

The Three Star Door—pods 15 a new year picture
gathering the three lucky symbols to satisfy people’s
tendency of praying for pood fortune in the Spring
Festival



RO RIBFELS

X 1t * 'ﬂ$@

Kitchen God {Zao Wang

L EEPE i a1 M S i

B RBIO8RNED. £ 0ERABH
féﬁw‘ﬂ*ﬁs;ﬁ¢k¢-. EHE.
“éﬂf'"@)\ ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ%-ﬂ&ﬁu-nﬁﬂﬁﬁ-ﬁ&.
MW%W¥%H§%EEJEWWMT§§ﬁ]
FAE 71 H "“'fsaui-@*flﬁﬁ#i@“ﬂ & FP
ﬁ*ﬁ#%ﬁ*EMH BRE ERETE,
L ¢MH_+‘WT@ﬂ TE
LRIE.EHBIES. I - —
. - ZRAENBETEYNE.
ﬂée-mW@%&TQQMﬁgi
5. BB " +=-5F,. T84
ties THECEARCH BER MR E,
TERRE-ZE2E LUBRE LT EFEY
FNRETZ "0,

—+~':f

-—|1LI“

{the picture of ‘Lmll

1’“%5&9512

T &
Bt o6 9
the Qing Dynasty

¥ 4 6 cm

69 7 dbem

Kitchen God was also named "Zao Jun”"Zao
Shen”, and "Zao Wangye” About Kitchen God, there
are many popular lengends. It was widly said here that
on the remained picture of the Tang Dynasty, the
upper level was the Heaven Emperor and the lower,
the Earth Emperor, Between them was Kitchen God,
Zhang Wancang, with the nickname of Zhang Layue.
His  former  wife  Ding  Xmngnu  was diligent,
virtuous beautiful - and kind —hearted.  They lived
happily. But later Zhang Layue was fickle in affection.
Having just cast off Ding X].mt,nu he married Wang
Haitang Ca prostitute) . He led a life of debauchery
and went bankrupt very soon. It was too late for him
to repent. He went blind  because of crying and
became a beggar. On the 23rd of the twelfth lunar
month (Layue), he came to bep for a meal before
Ding Xiangnu's house. Ding, withowt minding his past
behaviors, fed him into the room and gave hin a bow]
of noodles. Zhang knew 1t was his former wife who
made the bowl of the noodles as soon as he ate it. He
was soashamed of his past behaviors that he butted
his  head against the corner of the kitchen sink
Hereafter, on every 23rd day of the twellth lunar
month, Ding Xiangnu painted him on the wall over
the kitchen sink and offered sacrifices to him. When
neighbors asked who 1t was, Ding said it was the
master  of the famuly. Later a pair of couplets was
written on it. "To report i_,m}d news on the heaven, to
tell safe and sound on carth.”
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It s a kind of the Kitchen God (Zao W ang !
pictures. The picture was divided into three levels: the
top level, the (md of Wealth; the middle Zao W angye
and Zao Wangnainai; the bottom, the God of House
On both sides were  the Eight Immortals. There were
thirty  two  persons  altogether.  The  content of
nereasing good fortune and wealth was added
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The Civil God of Wealth
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i the picture was Prime Mimster Bi Gan, the
uncle of King Zhou in the end of the Shang Dyvnasty.
It was sad that King Zhou was so promiscuous that
B Gan offended him und persuaded him. King Zhou
was angry and killed Bi Gan by means of taking ow
his heart. As Bi Gan was kindhearted when he was
alive and impartial on his death for lack of the heart,
it could set man’s mind at case o et him manage
wealth. So he was worshipped as the God of Wealth
There's u custom in China's traditton: the 22

the seventh lunar month is the birthday of the God
of Wealth and on the 25h day of the tenth lunar
month the Gods of Wealth miecet topether On the

Festival, cvery family receves the God ot

vand conseerates him,

2od day ol
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The Military God of Wealth
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Guan Gong was warshipped as an immortal in the
Sui Dynasty. Yang Guang conferred the God of the
Law. The Guan Gong temples could be seen almost

everywhere  where in the Song Dynasty. Especially in
the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Guan  Yu was
worshipped as the Military  God of Wealth. It was

said that when the emperor Qianlong of the Qing
Dynasty held court, he would hear sounds of a horse
and footsteps. He asked who it was and heard as f
their was an answer: "1t 1s Guang Yunchang” And thus
Quariong conferred Guan Gong the Military God of
Wealth to  guard the nation and the emperor
himseif
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Da Jin Zeng
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Da Jin Zeng 1s also called the God of Wealth and
Good Fortune. Bi Gan is  sitting in the middle.
Behind him is a celestial boy with a fan, on which
there arc such words “sun and moon”, “heaven and
carth”. In  front of him are a treasre bowl and a
celestial boy who s unfoldmg a scroll to  show
"Making a Good Forfune”. On his left is Cao Bao
and Xiao Sheng. On the right are the two Hehe
Immortals. Thcre is also a tree that sheds coins when
shaken, big "yuan bao"(shoe—shaped gold or silver
ingots), gold and silver mountains and copper coins.
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The legend of Zhong Kui catching ghosts poes
like this: in the Kai Yuan period of the Tang
Dynasty, Tang Ming huang caught a nasty disease and
wasn't on the mend for a month. He dreamed of two
ghosts, a big one and a small one . The small ghost
stole the fragrant purple bag and the jade flute of
Yang Guifei and ran away around the palace. The big
ghost caught up with him and ate it up. Emperor
Ming asked who he was, he claimed to be Zhong Kui
of Zhong nanshan. He didn't succeed in the military
imperial examinations, so he comitted suicide. But he
swore that he would kill off evil—doers for the
cmperor.  When  he  woke  up, Tang Minghuang
recovred from the discase. And therefore he told the
painter Wu Daozi his dream and ordered him to draw
a picture of Zhong Kui catching ghosts. In the end of
the Tang Dynasty he granted his subjects the pictures
of Zhong Kui to keep peace. Common people
imitated such doings. Later on the legend has been
circulating among the people.
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According to the chapter nine of "Lao Zi”, 'Thc
hall is full of gold and jade, nobody can prmcct it
which mcans “wealthy”. On the picture, golden fish
{jin yu} is homonymous to gold and jade (jin yu ) in
chinese. The fish jar symbolizes fish pond(yu tang).
Pond(tang) is homonymous to hall Ctang) in chinese.
At ancient times, “three” was used to reprsent “full”
and thus the three goldcn fish in the fish jar u.rl.unly
means “full of gold fish". A lovely baby is catching
golden fish in the jar, which expresses hopes that the
family 15 wealthy and happy and the descedants are
learned.



