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The fertile shore
of Huanghe River
(Tangke)
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Arrival in Northwestern Sichuan

The bitter cold of the snowstorms in Western
Sichuan contrasted sharply with the intense
heat south of the Five Ridges. In early July we
left Guangzhou, baking under the mid-summer
sun, for the Aba Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
in Sichuan Province. Thus began our journey
to the Snowy Mountains and the Grasslands
along the route traversed by the Chinese Workers’
and Peasants’ Red Army during its 25,000 [
Long March 45 years ago — a journey to places
steeped in heroic legends.

The lack of oxygen at high altitudes made
us dizzy. The weather in the grasslands was
extremely unpredictable. As our jeep bumped
along the winding paths, we also met frequent
storms and landslides. These perilous conditions
added to the aura of legend associated with the
route. Notwithstanding the dangers ahead, we were
determined to conquer the Snowy Mountains
and cross the Grasslands and let our eager readers
share our experiences. What a healthy and merry
“companion” was my camera which winked
tirelessly with excited pleasure and helped me
accomplish this significant mission!

The stretch we covered of this route taken
by the Red Army in its northward march lay
between Maogong (now Xiaojin County) and
Baxi. From there we procccdcd to Jiuzhaigou,
a natural scenic spot, via Songpan. What we
saw and heard along the 3,187 kilometres of our
entire journey, to and fro, was not only rich
and varied but also heart-warming and full of
interest.

We left Chengdu by jeep and arrived at
Xuankou via Guanxian County. Our guide told
us that Xuankou marked the threshold of the Aba
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. Along the road
we saw Tibetan people in colourful clothes
and also tall stone pillars, a typical feature in
Tibetan regions, standing mostly on high spots
overlooking towns and cities. Following a trib-

utary of the Minjiang River, our road ran
through tunnels and across bridges as it headed
for the mountains, The deeper we went into
the mountains, the narrower the gorges became
and the swifter the river torrent. Our jeep was
so close to the torrent that we could feel the
chill in the air. Our guide told us that the Red
Army had once marched along the narrow paths
beside the river. It was obvious that this region
of barren mountains and turbulent rivers was
unfavourable militarily, politically and econo-
mically, for the Red Army’s operations and
expansion.

Lixian County, or “Zagunao” as it was
formerly called, had been a battleground of the
Fourth Front Army of the Red Army and was
now inhabited by Hans, Tibetans, Qiangs and
other minority nationalities. Tall buildings had
sprung up all around the new county seat and
a monument in commemoration of the com-
pletion of the Chengdu-Aba highway had been
erected.

It was noon by the time we had climbed
Partridge Mountain, more than 4,000 metres
above sea level, and we were dazzled by the
glaring sun. Looking out into the distance, we
saw towering peaks, some capped with snow
and gleaming in the sunshine, amidst a sea of
forests. They looked truly like majestic giants
wearing silver crowns. Outside our jeep windows,
scenic landscapes flashed by, like moving pic-
tures on a screen. It seemed as if the giant pines,
ancient cypresses, beautiful jadelike flowers
and bright green grasses were all vying with
each other to squeeze into our jeep and go along
with us. After climbing over Partridge Mountain,
we reached Maerkang, capital of the Aba Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture.
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The first Tibetan we met
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Upper: The path extending to
the clouds

Middle: The wooden scaffoldings
for drying highland bar-
ley

Lower: A brook in the valley

Right: A torrent washing down
the gorge in the remote
mountains




