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My Memorable Experience as a Teacher

of English in Chinese Schools

Owing to the limited space allotted, I shall relate briefly about myself. I was educated at St.
Michael’s Institution, Ipoh and passed my Senior Cambridge in 1941. I received excellent moral
and academic education under strict discipline from the La Salle Brothers. I joined the St. John
Ambulance Division One attached to the school on 16® Sept 1940. I served in the 2™ World
War from Ipoh to Singapore. After the war, I went back to Kuala Kurau to assist my father in his
fishing business. My life as a fisherman for 5 years was tough but it made robust.

It was fated that I made teaching my profession. My brother-in-law Mr. Ling, the headmaster of
Hin Hua Chinese School in Salak North approached me to help him to fill up a gap temporarily
as he couldn’t engage a teacher of English. I had my own fishing stakes and I loved the rugged
healthy life as a fisherman. After much hesitation, I accept the temporary job. It was tough to
teach English to over 250 pupils in mixed classes (year 1 to 6) as I was the only teacher of English.
The Communist trouble started in this town and around Sungai Siput. There was a lot of shooting
nearby. Mr Chow, a local resident and colleague received a letter during schools hours from the
13" division of the Communist Party to join them. On reading it, he turned pale and bolted
on the first available bus. No teacher had the peace of mind to teach then, under such uncertain
conditions.

On leaving the school at the end of 1948, I was approached by the HM Mr. Chan Hoi Yuen of
Wah Chiao School, Lahat. [ taught there for 1 year before I was recommended to teach in Yuk
Choy High School. I had some mixed feelings of fear and challenge when I observed some of the
students were about my age. The Principal, Mr. Tsai Yin Ping paid surprised visits to my classes
for assessment. He looked stern and serious but very disciplined. His presence made my blood
run down my spine. I thought I was going to have a hard time but I was greatly mistaken. He
turned out to be a good counsellor, a physician and the most understanding and respected Principal
[ had ever served.

I enjoyed my tenure in Yuk Choy School because of the fine co-operation, assistance and friendship
of my colleagues namely, Mr. Cheah Ah Wah, Mr. Chong Kuan Huan, Mr. Tan Ting Lee, Mr. Wong
Yin Khoon, Mr. Lau Hoi Leong and a long list of others. Of course, the obedient and co-operative
students made my work more pleasant and enjoyable. My profession taught me responsibility,
understanding, love, wisdom and patriotism, leading me to accept your invitation to attend your
50" anniversary dinner and to write a few words for your magazine.

Being able to meet you on this occasion means a great deal to an old master.

Thank your for remembering me.

Ng Khoon Hong
KMN., AMN., AMP, PPT, P]K
CSt.J., OSt); SBSt.f, S.U7
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