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A Brief Introduction to Bangshuiyu Village

Bangshuiyu Village, 72 kilometers to the down-
town-area of Beijing Municipality, 14. 9 kilometers
south of Yanqging County proper, is flanked by the
Badaling Great Wall in the east and is adjacent to
Huailai County, Heibei Province in the west. It is
the biggest administrative village of Badaling Town-
ship, Yanging County. The village covers an area of
6. 8 square kilometers and its average elevation is
605 meters, with the highest Qingshui Peak rising
up to 1239 meters. There are 162 households of 540
people. The village enjoys convenient transportation
and it is only one hour’s ride to Beijing proper by
taking the Badaling Expressway.

As is recorded in the Ancient Chorogrdphy of
Yanqging, there have already been villages existing
ever since 1316 (in Yuan Dynasty). As a small river
flew across the village, the villagers assumed the
name of Bangshuiyu for their village which means a
dale by the river.

The ancient people prove to be wise in selecting

their sites of residence. Situating in a basin terrain,
—_— 4: —



the village boasts an ideal natural environment, with
mountains in the northwest firmly resisting the
fierce wintry wind and the valley in the southeast
bringing about agreeable cool breezes during sum-
mer time. The village is characterized by its unique
climatic features of being warm in winter and cool in
summer.

Three sections of ancient great walls are to be
found in the southeast of the village. As it has al-
ready been verified by some initiative researches,
the three sections are the earthen wall of the Yan
Dynasty ( 403—221 B. C.) and Qin Dynasty ( 220
—206 B. C.), the stone wall of Qi Dynasty ( 550—
557) and the brick and stone wall of Ming Dynasty
(1368—1644) respectively.

Not far from the southern part of the great wall
of the Ming Dynasty, there is a fortress in the form
of a lozenge, measuring 16 meters in length and 12
meters in height. In fact, this type of fortress is
quite rare to be found and it can be safely concluded
that Bangshuiyu Village is not only the place where
all the three sections of great walls run across, but
also a frontier pass of particular military impor-
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