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Oriental Superb Ship
—Display of Ningbo history
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Preface

Here are displays of the splendid deduction of the Hemudu Culture, abundant
remains of Yuyue people’ s opening-up of the region, a series of discoveries of the Yue
Ware porcelains, and the establishment and development of the Mingzhou Port---

This was the core port on the “Marine Silk Road” for the communication between
eastern and western civilizations, the first place receiving the western culture in China,
and also the hometown of the “Gang of Ningbo” . In the process of collision and fusion
and learning and initiation, a strong-colored chapter of Chinese and west culture
communication history was completed here. Here again, the Chinese academic tradition
originated in the Northern Song dynasty developed into schools of great masters in the
Ming and Qing dynasties, which had deep influences in the country.

In a time of 7000 years, the Ningbo people formed their cultural tradition and
concept of respecting their own hometown, working and learning diligently, pioneering
the common practice and adapted in business. And on a land of 80,000 li (one li=1/2
kilometer), they developed their characters of facing towards the sea and looking at the
world, with a wide breadth of mind and a persistent and dauntless will.

The history becomes fresh and alive here, and the regional culture has been deduced.
While crossing through the time-space and strolling along the long history, we wish it
would turn to be the contemporary human spirit. Let’ s carry forward the spirit of being

“sincere, practical, open-mined and initiative” to promote the scientific development
and construction of a harmonious society, and bring the modernization of this
international port city into a new phase.
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Chapter I : Ancient Cultures of the Region

7000 years ago, the Hemudu Culture, as the first light of ancient civilization, emerged on the
Ningshao Plain. Together with the later Liangzhu Culture, it became the major source of pre-
historical cultures of the region. By the time of the Spring & Autumn Period, the ancient residents

of the region had created a splendid material and cultural civilization.
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Chapter II: Exploitation of the Sanjiang Area

During the Qin and Han period, there were Yin, Mao, Gouzhang and Yuyao four countries in the
Yonggou region. The continuous extension of the plain trended towards a network of development,
and the task of locating a new center of the region became the major theme of the history of this

period.
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Chapter III: The Establishment of the Prefecture City

The double-city system of Mingzhou completed by the erection of its outer city wall and inner
city not only marked the formation of the ancient Chinese city system, but also embodied a
standard city mode as stipulated in the book Zhou Li - Kaogong Ji. The Dongjin Pontoonbridge,
linking the flourishing east side of the Fenghua River, became a strategic passage between
Mingzhou and the ancient Mao county. Mingzhou city underwent a process from the establishment

in the late Tang dynasty to the consolidation in the Song dynasty.
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Chapter IV:An International Port City

Mingzhou underwent a profound urbanization in the Song dynasty. The achievements obtained
in the Northern Song dynasty, however, were seriously destroyed in flames of wars in the early
Southern Song dynasty. A new city of Mingzhou grew up from the horizon in several decades and
became a place of strategic importance for the neighboring capital city, Lin’ an. Its responsibility
for the national defense and duty of taxes, its key role in overseas trade and profound background
of culture all made the city an international port of great prominence in the Southern Song dynasty.
On the basis of the Five Dynasties and Northern Song dynasty, and with the indomitable creative
power of the local people and the huge immigration of northern imperial officials, the cultural

value of the city was highly raised.
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Chapter V: Stable Seas and Tranquil Waves

During the Ming dynasty when marine trade was put under a ban, neither Chinese individuals
were allowed to go to the sea for trade, nor foreign merchants were permitted to come in for
business. So, the port city Ningbo plaid a very special role in the ban as a port for the tributes to the
imperial court only. The ban did have a deep affect on the area, but it was not thorough enough to

break the tenacity of exchanges.
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Chapter VI:A Metropolis in Southeast China

In the transitional period between Ming and Qing dynasties, the city of Ningpo was once
enraged and calmed down afterwards. Going through the constructional period of Kangxi,
Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns, it acted again as a metropolis in southeast China with its
superiority of the location and port, and marched towards the final maturity together with the

Chinese fueudal society.
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Chapter VII:Openning the Port for Commercial Intercourses

When the gate of the country had been bombed open by the fires of the Opium War, the city of
Ningbo experienced the resistance and suppression, and opening and integration. The Western
custom was introduced into China gredually and Ningbo became one of the earliest modernized

cities in China.
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Clogs(2 pieces), in New Stone Age
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Pottery Spinning Wheel, Hemudu Culture, in Neolithic Age
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Eagle-shape Pottery Stem-bowl, in Neolithic Age
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Copper Battle-axe of ” Yuren boatrace” , in Warring States
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Beast Mirror of God of Fangmei,

in Eastern Han Dynasty
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Sapphire Pig, in Eastern Han Dynasty
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Black glazed long-neck bottle decorated with embossed figures.dragons and tigers.

made in the Yue Yao kiln, in Eastern Han Dynasty
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Five connected jars decorated with embossed f ying birds,

made in the Yue Yao kiln,in Eastern Han D
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Loop-handled kettle with figures and chicken heads made

in the yue yao kiln, in Xi Jin Dynasty

09



- R
Celadon Jar with Figure,
in Western Jin Dynasty
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Yue Kiln Phoenix Head Pot, in Tang Dynasty
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Zhen Zi Fei Shuang mirror, in Tong Dynasty
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Yue Kiln Ridged Melon Pot, in Tang Dynasty
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Yue Kiln Lotus Leaf Lamp Holder, in Tang Dynasty
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Tomb inscription jar for Madame Ma, made in the Yue Yao kiln,

in Tang Dynasty



Ji - KD TR R A
Hu handled kettle with the running deer patterns,
made in the Chang Sha Yao kiln, in Tang Dynasty
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Yue Kiln Secret Color Pottery Bowl, in Five Dynasties
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