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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CHINESE BINARY SYSTEM (¥ % & #.)
IN THE IMPROVEMENT OF CHINESE LANGUAGE TEACHING
Abstract
Elizabeth Chiang
Gravatt University, Queensland, Australia

Chinese Binary System (¥ % &4t CBS) utilises the attributes of each Chinese char-
acter to formulate the CBS database. The database is structured to offer easy access to
thesaurus, as well as for official patterns, written patterns, and simplified patterns. CBS
has also developed a modern file retrieval method to input/output data efficiently. CBS
can assist teaching in the following ways:

1. Chinese language teaching throughout the years has adopted many alphabetic
schemes. Many popular approaches are still widely used, for example, the Ist form of the
"Ju Yin Fu How", the 2nd form of the "Ju Yin Fu How", Roman form, "Lin Yu Tung"
form, Yale form ..etc. are all popular teaching tools. Each unique symbol represents a
basic sound in Chinese, even though different schemes may use different symbols, they all
cover the basic pronunciations. CBS recognizes this characteristic, and has conglomerated
all popular schemes into a special keyboard. Chinese characters are accessed by pronmunci-
ation, so it doesn’t matter which scheme is used, the equivalent pronunciation, (even
though represented by different symbols for different forms) is linked to the same key.
People familiar with a particular scheme can just locate the symbol they recognize in as-
sociation with the pronunciation. If there is any doubt in how the character is pronounced,
CBS provides searching routines to indicate "sound-alike" characters, and/or pronuncia-
tion sequence.

2. Just as there are many different writing styles in English,for example, DeVille,
Scribe, Office, Hampton, Tribune, Western, Utopia,...etc.; there are many different writing
styles in Chinese: Zuan, Li, Shing, Tsou, Ky, Suong, Jian... CBS classifies characters within
these styles in terms of radicals within each individual characters. For CBS to locate a
Chinese character using standard radical classification, the radicals of both left and right
sections of a character are required to be entered. If there is any doubt in how the com-
puter organizes the radicals, there is a searching routine to list all "lock-alike” characters.
CBS also provides a macro function to create radical sequences.

3. CBS can enhance language teaching by incorporating many processes, such as
character recognition, character usage, writing, reading, words verification, typing, file
creation, electronic communication, information systems management, etc. CBS is an inte-
grated package, it offers diverse functions which help to diminish learning curve and to
increase productivity. The computer can accelerate the acquisition of language proficiency
and enhance the information processing power of Chinese. CBS enables Chinese to sur-
pass English as an ideal language in this Information Communication Era.
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