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PREFACE

A, A Course in Scientific Chinese is prepared as an
elementary teaching material for those foreign students
who will major in various special fields in sciences and
technology. After completing the course, learners can
have a command of the basic knowledge of Chinese and
become competent in speaking Chinese on general topics
in everyday life and studies of their special fields.

B, A Course in Scientific Chinese consists of a set
of coursebooks both taped and illustrated. The coursebooks
contain the students’ book and teachers’ guide. The four
volumes of the students’ book cover a vocabulary of about
3,000 words, and are supposed to be completed in 700
instruction hours including revision and exams.

The first two volumes mainly deal with everyday
life and classroom expressions, which can be completed
in about 272 hours.

The third volume, which needs 200 hours to be com-
pleted, mainly deals with common knowledge of science
and technology, while the fourth one deals with funda-
mentals of mathematics, physics and chemistry, prepared
for 228 hours.

Each volume consists of three different books, one
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is for listening and speaking, one for reading compre-
hension, and one for listening comprehension.

Listening and Speaking provides with necessary ex-
planations of Chinese phonetics and grammar, and suffic-
ient listening exercises to build up and improve learners’
communicative oral skill.

Reading Comprehension aims at establishing learners’
ability of reading comprehension and of speed reading.
Besides, the book also offers certain information about
Chinese characters, word-building and ways of writing
Chinese characters, with companions of Chinese charac-
ter writing exercises (1 and 2). v

Listening Comprehension is written for building up
and improving learners’ ability of listening comprehen-
sion, in order to get the learners prepared to have classes
together with Chinese students after completing the
course. Accompanying it is an Exercise Bock of Listening
Comprehension.

In this course, three different classes —— listening
and speaking (8 hrs/wk), reading comprehésion (8 hrs/wk),
and listening comprehension (4 hrs/wk), are offered.

Each class has its own function, but they are close-
1y related with each other. Listening and speaking class
should taught a bit earlier than the rest which are sup-
plementary to it.

C, Principles for Compilation

a, Emphasis given to practicality
The aim of this course is very clear, which is to



meet the learners’ needs for communicating when they
study their special fields.

b. Emphasis given to the features of scientific
Chinese

Scientific Chinese is in a style used in the fields of
science and technology, stating or describing truth, ex-
pressing features and natural laws of objective matters
in strong logical thinking. So, it bears the following
features: precise concept, compact structure and clearly
arranged and well-knit ideas.

The compilers have tried to make these features
clear to learners.

¢, Combination of structure, situation and function

Pedagogically, we have to apply the strong points
of the structural approach, situational approach and func-
tional approach to this course harmoniously, for scien-
tific Chinese is taught as a foreign language in this
course. The whole course is devided into three stages.

In the first stage, short dialogues, or stative texts,
which are based on certain communicative situations
of everyday life and school life in particular, trying
to put structures, situations and functions together.
Plenty of illustrations are given for making the
situations more explicit.

In the second stage, certain functional-notional
items in scientific Chinese (such as definition, quan-
tity, shape, character, change, condition, cause, result,
way, comparison, position, and structure, etc.) as
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well as common patterns, are given and illustrated in
short texts which appear as combined embodiment of
function, structure and situation.
d, Emphasis given to the four skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing, trained in separate classes.
Language is a tool of communication. The funda-
mental aim of language teaching is to establish learners®
communicative ability. It is true to say that learners
must grasp the linguistic aspects of a language if they
wish to communicate in it, but they cannot transfer
their knowledge into communicative skills unless suf-
ficient training is practised. The four skills cannot be
established in one and the same acquisition process,
since each of them has its own characteristics. Bearing
this in mind, we have decided to train learners to
build up the four skills separately, and three different
classes (listening and speaking, reading comprehension,
and listening comprehension) are offered.
D, A Course in Seientific Chinese has been compiled
and revised according to a syllabus agreed upon by ail
the compilers. The division of labour of the compilers is

as follows:

Chief editor:

Du Houwen

Listening and Speaking:

Du Houwen, Sheng Yan, Ji Xiuqing, Wen Jie,
Wan Zhimin (revision only)

Reading Comprehension:



Huang Zhenying, Chen Yongde

Listening Comprehension:

Li Juangin, Guo Jingu, Han Yufang

The English translation is made by:

Zhang Zhanyi, Xiong Wenhua and Tan Jingxun

E, We have tried our best to incorporate the expe-
riences gained during the past years in compiling Chinese
teaching materials of our institute, and consulted a good
number of common scientific reading materials and text-
books in mathematics, physics and chemistry.

Thanks to Li Huigiao and Yang Lijing, who have
drawn all the pictures for the course despite many claims
on their time.

Thanks to all those comrades used the preliminary
edition of the Course for their suggestions which are
valuable to the revision work.

Thanks to the compilers of the books and materials
we have consulted with.

Thanks to all the comrades who have offered us
help during our compilation of A Course in Scientific
Chinese.

It is the first time for us to compile a teaching ma-
terial of this kind, so it needs time to see its strong and
weak points in practical use. We are very grateful to
the users of this material who can offer criticism and
suggestions which are very helpful for us to revise this
material hereafter. Compilers

March, 1984
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COMPILERS’ NOTE

A, Listening and Speaking (1) and (2) have 44
lessons. The first 8 lessons deal with Chinese phonetics,
while the rest are dialogues on everyday life and school
life. A revision lesson is offered at the end of every
three lessons.

The two books are to be completed in about 106
instruction hours, 2 for each lesson.

B, The format for Books (i) and (2) is as follows:

Lessons 1—8§:
a, finals (yun)
b, initials (sheng)
¢, combination of finals and initials (pinyin)

d, tones

e, hew words

f, dialogues

g, nhotes

Lessons 9—44:

a, Situational dialogues

Situational dialogues on the following topics
which are very common for learners to communicate:
greeting; introducing; asking about one’s name, address

and nationality; shoppiug; talking abeut one’s family;
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in a canteen or a restaurant; school life; asking the
way; on a bus; travelling and visiting; in a hospital;
talking about seasons and weather; asking time and
cate; looking for a person or something; making ap-
pointment and visiting; seeing a performance; watching
a sport contest.

There are 3 to 5 situational dialogues in each les—
son to facilitate drilling. We have tried our best to
make the situations realistic and language natural and
standard.

b, New words

There are about 630 new words in Books (1)
and (2), averagely each lesson has about 20, of which
about 4 have appeared in Reading Comgrehension.
Pinyin, English equivalent and part of speech and
Chinese characters are given to each new word. A
general vocabulary is attached to each book

¢, Notes

Basically notes deal with usages of certain words
and expressions appearing in the texts, new grammar
points which cannot be avoided and which will be
taught as important points in the future, and necessa—
ry cultural background knowledge.

d, Grammar

Books (1) and (2) mainly deal with the simple
sentence. The different forms of the simple scntence
are arranged in accordance with the principle that easy

ones come before the difficult onss. They are given
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with brief and clear ¢xplanations and many cxamples
as illustration.

The revision lessons mainly summarizz in a sys-
fematic way the grammar points that have been cover-
ed in the previous lessons and make comparison when-
ever necessary in order to guide the learnzrs to apply
them better in the future.

e, Pronunciation

The first 8 lessons of Book (1) focus on intro-
ducing Chinese speech sounds and tones. From Lesson
9 on, apart from continuing to consolidate speech
sounds and tones, we have offered some knowledge
about intonation for teachers to consult with.

f. Exercises

We have offered various situational and functional
exercises besides the commonly used forms.



NEHEBRE
Th_e Chinese Phonetic Alphabet

Rtk | B 5 | FRAR| ORK | # 5 & |FRARK
printed | written names | printed | written names
forms forms forms forms

A a A a [a] Nn | N n [ne]
Bb g b | [p Oo | O [}
Ce|(C ¢ [tse] P p P P [pe]
Dd | D d [te] Q q Q q [tgtiou]
E el E e | vl Rr | R r| M
F f{F f [ef] S s |9 S [es]
Go |G g| kel | Tt T 1| e
Hh | H h|mal juu| U u|

I i | & [i] vv |V i v [Qsj'
Vil d | weiel | Ww | W ow | [wal
Kk | K k| ksl | Xx | X x|
L1 L L] ren Yy | Y y | [ |
Mm (M m| [em | 2z | Z z| [tse]
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