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Ho Fung-lin

It 1s good to welcome a further exhibition of Ho Fung-lin’s work and to see the
broader aspect of her present painting. Dr. Ho has traveled far in the past few
years. It is fascinationg to watch a talent expand, building on her immaculate

technique she presents a wider range of both subject and style.

Her coloured landscapes maintain their high standard, in a wide range of subject
from several places in China. The ink paintings of landscape and animals have a
strength and confidence that is fresh and promises further development. While Dr.

Ho’s flower and fruit paintings are fresh and free and immediately accessible.

For Chinese artists who prefer to work within the traditional techniques and styles
of China, the way forward in the twenty-first century is complex, there are many
choices to be made. Ho Fung-lin seems to be gathering confidence to find her own

way. We watch with interest and every good wish.
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Preface

The paintings exhibited here fully demonstrate Ho Fung-lin’s diligence and
creativity. Her master Chao Shao-an, stressed to his students, that they could take
his doctrine as a guide, and then find their own unique style. Although this takes

many years to achieve, this talented artist had fulfilled that doctrine.

The painting No. 2 entitled "Mountain of Zhangjiajie", is reminiscent of the
landscapes of her master. However, the swift brushwork has a lighter touch, and an
elegance which is the artist’s own. No. 5 "Lake of Jiuzhaigou" has an ethereal,
atmospheric quality created with light touches of colour, which we have to come to
associate with the Lingnan School. In this painting the eye is directed to the small
figure, by the skilful placement of a seal. In the placing of calligraphy and seals, Ho

Fung-lin follows the advice of her teacher as to what is most desirable for the

composition.
Ho Fung-lin has been innovative in adding figurative works in ink. No. 8
"Sorrowful Wish" shows her ability, and her empathy with human emotion

approached through the body language.

Paintings of animals are being exhibited for the first time. In contrast to the



landscapes, Ho Fung-lin’s painting of a cat about to bounce, is especially well
observed, it has an alert and lively face. The fur is painted with wet brush strokes.
These sensitive soft strokes give weight and balance to the animal, creating a

charming scene.

As with the animal paintings, the fruit, flower and bird paintings are new to public
display. It can be observed in these paintings that Ho Fung-lin has a good mastery
in using ink and colour. Note her skill in mixing ink and colour for the foliage,
leaving the flowers resplendent in their natural hue. It is in this mixing of colour
and ink, that enables Ho Fung-lin to bring out the best from Nature in both form

and colour.

Ho Fung-lin continues the tradition of combining the three arts- painting
calligraphy and poetry. These three arts together with her creative use of colour
and ink, keen observance of nature, make her a worthy disciple of her teacher. She
is already adding her own expression as the Lingnan School moves into the twenty-

first century.
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St. Hilda’s College, Oxford University
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Plate

Happy Encounter

Mountain of Zhangjiajie

Angling in Snow
Quilin in Sunset
Lake of Jiuzhaigou
Waterfall

Village by the River

Sorrowful Wish
Fisherman
Hydrangea
Poinsettia

Lily

Gladiolus
Narcissus
Lychees

Water Melon
B.itter Cucumber
Eagle

Peacock

Cat

Squirrels in Snow
Dalmatian
Arowana

Pond Fish
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Happy Encounter

Dated 2000
Ink and colour on paper

87 X 48 cm
With inscription, signature and three seals
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Mountain of Zhangiagie

Dated 2000

Ink and colour on paper

132X76 cm

With inscription, signature and three seals
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