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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Wu Yusheng was born in July 20th, 1948 in chongging, sichuan, whose ancestral home is Lintong, Shaanxi. He is now a member of the Chinese Association of
Photographers. Enlisted in the army since 1965, he holds a post in the Rear-Service Dept. of the Xinjiang Military Region. Over the years, the author has devoted himself
to the photographing of the landscape and people in China's west and social customs along the Silk Road. His photographs of landscape try to convey a sense of
magnificence and grandiosity while the photographs of social customs strive to express the beauty of honesty of the people and unique local features. In China he is an
accomplished photographer of middle age, whose works have been selected and awarded in the Competition of Works of World Professional Photographers, U.S.A., the
Fourth International Exhibition of Photographs, P.R.China, the Second Pappusipao International Exhibition of Photographs in France as well as in the exhibitions of
photographs in Belgium, Finland and Hong Kong. Over 200 works have been selected, awarded and published in various domestic exhibitions. And more than 1000
photographs have been selected in different newspapers, magzines and pictorials. In 1986, a large picture album entitled " Spring of the Frontier"" photographed and
edited by him was published by the Zhaohua Fine Arts Press
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Foreword

CHINA'S WEST IN THE EYES OF WU YUSHENG

It was in December 1986 in China Art Gallery, Beijing at the opening ceremony of the Exhibition of Wy Yusheng's Photographs, |
got acqainted with Wu Yusheng and enjoyed his works. Hence | have made more contacts with him and seen some of his new
photagraphs. From his works |'ve gradually come to realize the superbness of his photography as well as to know the ways he has been
undergoing in life and in picture-taking.

He enlisted in the army and came to Xinjiang in the mid-sixties. There he has acquired his transcendent sense of art, which is the
result of his ardent love for the mysterious and grandiose land of the northwest, and of his persistent pursuit of the art of photography.
Looking at his pictures, one will be touched by the vehemence of his aspiration for life. The serpentine Fire Flame Mountain, walker in a
remote wild land, huge glacial stone on the Kunlun Mountain, texture of earth, and the braids of an Uygur girl all demonstrate a spirit and
bring out a momentum. His expression of the Fire Flame Mountain is sonorous singing of its fierceness rather than deep groaning of its
scorch. As a result the Fire Flame Mountain does not represent a mere mountain, but the roaring of its burning spirit (see the set of
pictures of Fire Flame Mountain). His expression of dancing is the vigour overflown from the human body instead of a statement of the
charming rhythm, thus turning the moving figure into a cry and call (see Boatmen's Song). Seen from his works reflecting the local social
customs are not simple records of novelty, but are the remarkable images perfect both in form and essence, embodying the dignity and
existence capabilities of those nationalities (see Mother of Ximalayas, and Old Aken).

Inaddition, Wu Yusheng's photographs of scenery offer the viewer a sensation of a sprightly and smooth rhythm. For example, the
set of pictures of Fire Flame Mountain was done by airial photographing instead of often-used low angles, which exhibits an imposing
view with a consistent and tremendous momentum. Of Haze Over the Tianshan Mountain, the undulating and repeated slanting lines of
the ridges create a striking sense of waving, highlighting the haze. Fye of Earth gives a clear horizon of the earth by the shadow, then the
earth is condensed. Whether in Flying Boat on Han River or Creeping Roof, we could feel a kind of musical thythm and a fast beat, which
is the quintessence of Wu Yusheng's picture-taking of landscape. -

The use of colours as the mood element of his works to set off the atmosphere and convey the emotions of people is another feature
of Wu Yusheng's photographs. For instance, in Beautiful Flower, the tones of colours employed could not be too bold. The large area of
the Uygur girls” dresses in red and emphasized waterfall-like braids in black glow in a vibrant contrast, the coarse background and fine
Tace oppose one another powerfully,the back view of the three figures and the front view of the ane work in concert in the expression of
the emotional mood. The emotion is open and consistent while the tones of colours and the mood are in a natural harmony. New Greeness
of Fire Flame Mountain consists of the sharp contrasting colours of brownish red and green, enhancing the appealingness. Pyramids of
the Kunlun, and Alone in Autumn etc. are both abstract and concrete, which use light colour tones in shooting shadow objects to
highlight the conception and produce a lingering charm.

Inregard of the style of photography, Wu Yusheng takes the realistic creation as his basis, and seeks the beauties of simplicity and
truth. His works render a strong provincial flavour infused with the richness of life. Thanks to his persistent endeavor over the years, he
has aradually formed an artistic style of his own which is simple and unassuming, true and natural. From the methods of photographic
expression could be found his rational refinement and pursuit. By realistic expression, he tries to make his works achieve the artistic
effects of "Implicit and Stimulating’, and *the Meaning Beyong the Picture’. Being good at using the law of the unity of opposites, he
makes multi-depth contrasts between brightness and darkness, movement and stillness, illusion and truth, coolness and warmth, which
are interwoven into a solentn chord on the print setting off the leitmotive.

Being close to life and the endurance of hardships is one of the major reasons behind the success of Wu Yusheng's creative
photography. The severe natural conditions, inaccessibility and language barrier in China's west all constitute difficulties for
photographing. In order to make a fine picture, at the risk of his life he walked in the waist-deep swamp in the Swan Lake; He sleptin the
open on the snow-covered Tianshan Mountain where it was -20°C; He went off in a faint at an elevation of over 5000 meters on the
Kunlun; He fell off his horse on the freezing Altai Mountain . . . . .. Each of the photographs is soaked with the perspiration of his
diligence. Just as the result of his tenacious exploration, discovery and refinement in the sea of life, a great deal of fine photographs of
individual character have been created and his unique style of photographing China's west has come into being step by step though it has
been only 8 years since he went in for photography. Meanwhile he is ushering in a golden autumn which will accord him a rich harvest in
art. Quite a few of his photographs have been selected and awarded in the competitions of photographs at home and abroad. After visiting
the Exhibition of Wu Yusheng's Photographs, the famous photographer of Wu Qiuxian commented,”" The platform of photography is
brightened by the jades mined from numerous mountains', while Shao Yu, a painter, gave the appraisal as "' The photographs highlight
the rivers and mountains, and enhance the excellence of the Silk Road " The painter of Fan Zeng presented a poem about his works
reading" Heavenly clear water reflects the thick haze, steeds lie in the dreamland afar, turning desert into green is my wish, overjoyed
we'll be when it is accomplished.”" The comment given by Mr. and Mrs. Lyon, American professor of sociology, was * These
photographs are wonderful. They are very beautiful and instructive. The artist's talent is revealed by the works.""

We wish Wu Yusheng to obtain new achievements in the art and display still better the landscape and people of China's west as
well as wish him to continue his climb towards the summit of his ideal so as to offer China and the rest of the world fresher flowers in the

art of photography.
7(4& Xao it
?‘7

April 5, 1988



mOE KM R

KRG —— — R # b AT A R, 4%
B2 B AN AL R AL . FREY L ARG
KRB ¥ AR AU, IR RO S
UNGORECE- RS2 S B

R4, AR BEMTEEA. M
HARA I Fo & R 2 R EATE A,
ARG E T K3 > BB R
X, BRI A ERE) kfER SR, LEREERT
BERE, A0 M A . H AT, — P
JeE Ve N, R R . EREEMER
R—BORE T B A Z 8, 4 BRI 4L K
| i . JE IRl 1

R ARG Y B RAEE, I FFW.
I By 2 (B 22 30 1) B P Y R AR M B, B
S AN, AEEMBEHERE - —RE
EHA R, Bbks, BIER, BIER, 158

v

EDITOR'S NOTE

Being the tie of the cultural exchange on the Silk Road
between China and foreign countries, the northwest is a region of
mystery and grandeur. There the mountains, rivers, sea of clouds,
oases and social customs are all full of life, arousing a
photographer’s inspiration.

From an artistic angle characterized by the manhood of an
armyman, Wu Yusheng, an armyman from the frontier, captures
the excellence of the vast wild land of the northwest, which
consists of instaneous ferment, permanent tranquil, rhythm of
light and shadow, emotions expressed by form and colour. At
present, the songs of "'northwestern wind"* (northwestern style)
are prevailing throughout the country and entering the world. This
picture album is no other than a robust wind which is originated
from the summit of the Kunlun Mountain and Lingering on the
earth of the northwest

Wu Yusheng's works have repeatedly been selected and
awarded in the international exhibitions of photographs held in
U.SA., France, Finland, Belgium etc. The publication of the
picture album is & giant stride on his way of art. As he is
concerned, the wind is hard, the way is long and the passion is
strong .



LI EESREE  The Mountains Dance Like Silver Snakes




JEEEA S The Highlands Charge Like Wax-hued Elephan

B i

s Al

i






JbsEmeEk  Late Autumn in North




Love of Birch Forest
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#T3Z E  Summer in Gunaisi




Pl @8 48 L4 5% Winter of Altai Mountain




FLARARE  Green Grass and Thick Forest




FIABRMAETGEE—&  Living With Forest
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