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THE DICTIONARY



PREFACE

The English title of this dictionary, long as it is, is not
inclusive enough, if quite descriptive.  For the book includes
(1) new words, (2) new phrases, (3) new senses of old words,’
(4) new uses of old words, (5} new senses of old phrases, and
(6) new abbreviations. It might be called a “Dictionary of
New English’; if it is not, it is becaiise that might lead to
certain uncxpected misconceptions. There is hardly such'a
thing as new English, and with a capital N the term technically
signifies something entirely diffetent. A “Dictionaty of New
English” would appeal to readers of Elizabethan literature as
much as to readers of Time, Life, etc.

Upper case or lower case, “new’ as used in the title of -
this dictionary deserves some explanation. 1t is used of a
wotd, a phrase, etc. in the sense of “‘of common occurrence
in current literature and yet not to be found in any popular
English-Chincse dictionary”. We have insisted upon common
occurrence because we feared we might fall into the ertor
of taking an idiosyncrasy of a singlc writer for an example.
of a new expression. We have taken care not only to avoid
what appeared to us to be nonce words, nonce phrases, and
nonce usages, but to tefrain from saying “Summer is hete”
until we found more swallows following the significant
first.

The material of this book is collected chiefly from our.
extensive and varied reading, and partly from (1) Webster’s.
New International Dictionary, Second Fdition: New Words
Sections of 1939 and 1945, (2) The Funk and Wagnalls New
Standard Dictionary of 1946, (3) Thorndike Century  Senior
Dictionary of 1945, (4) The New Century Dictionary of 1946,
(5) the 1944 Addenda to The Concise Oxford Dictionary, and
(6) H. L. Mencken’s The American Language :  Supplement
I, 1945, : '

It may sound strange, but we have actually read a large
amount of “reading matter” in the widest sense of the termi.
Besides books, magazines, and newspapers, we have read

_many advertisements, pamphlets, synopses of movie stories,
“dnd even envelopes. To our lexicographical minds nothing



has proved uninteresting; and, as luck would have it, we
have often been rewarded with valuable finds in unlikely
contexts.

This dictionary is bound to be far from perfect. Pos=
sibly many an expression that might have been included has
escaped our notice, and many a one that is included strikes
one user or another of the dictionaty as nothing new. As
to the explanations, some of them are rather clumsy. Well,
it does not seem to us to be possible for such a dictionary as
this to achieve any standard of completeness. OQur reading,
though extensive and varied, has not been aimed at exhaust-
ing any subject whatever. All that can be hoped for in
this respect is that if any person who has acquired or wishes
to acquire a special vocabulary feels disappointed, he may
find, some comfort in the fact that his subject is not entirely
untouched. On the other hand, what is familiar to some
persons may not be so to many others. In regard to the
avowedly clumsy explanations, we have to point our that
their very clumsiness reflects the efforts we made to secure
accuracy. Vortunately, the explanations are nor meant 10 be
read aloud as if they were models of Chinese composition |

A word must be added about the Addenda, The ma-
terial contained therein was gathered as typessetting on the
Dictionary propet went on.  Material has kept on piling up
ever since our work was started, and, it seems to us, much
more rapidly during the past few months. Even at the
time of writing this Preface we are fairly surc that the Ad-
denda will yet be augmented by a number of fresh articles.

We are grateful to several gentlemen, some of them
known to us only by correspondence, who have helped us
in various ways. We should be glad to mention them by
name but for the fact that time does not allow us to write
to ask their consent, and that they might not like publicity
even in a short preface like this,

THr COMPILERS
July 4. 1947
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