





Second College Edition
The

American
Heritage
Dictionary




Words that are believed to be registered trademarks
have been checked with authoritative sources No m-
vestigation has been made of common-law trademark
nghts 1n any word, because such investigation 1s m-
practicable Words that are known to have curreat
registrations are shown with an initial capatal and are
also 1dentified as trademarks The inclusion of any
word i this Dictionary 1s not, however, an expres-
sion of the Publisher s opimon as 10 whether or not it
1s subject to proprietary nghts Indeed, no defimtion
m this Dictionary 1s to be regarded as affecting the
vahdity of any trademark

Copynght © 1982 by Houghton Miffin Company All
nghts reserved No part of this work may be repro-
duced or transmitted 1n any form or by any means,
electromc or mechancal, including photocopying and
recording, or by any information storage or retneval
system, except as may be expressly permitted by
1976 Copynight Act or in wnting by the Publisher

All cormespondence and inquines should be directed to
Reference Division, Houghton Miffin Company
Two Park Street, Boston, MA 02108

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Matin entry under title
Amenican Hentage dictionary

Rev ed of Amencan Hentage dictionary of the
Enghsh language New coliege ed c1976

1 Englsh language—Dictionaries 1 Morns,
Wilhiam, 1913~
PE1625 A54 1982 423 82-9346
ISBN 0-395-32943-4
ISBN 0-395-32944-2 (thumb index)
ISBN 0-395-33959-6 (deluxe edition)

Manufactured in the United States of Amenca



CONTENTS

ST AR i e 9
USAGE PANEL ............. e 11
CONSULTANTS .ttt e e e 15
SPECIAL ARTICLES A
Language, Culture, and the American Heritage ........... 17
Lee Pederson
Usage and Acceptability in Languag
Dwight Bolinger ................ e 30
William F. Buckley, JE. . oi ittt iiiee it 32
English and Good English ............................. 34
Geoffrey Nunberg
The Mathematics of Language . .............. ... .ot 37
Henry Kudera
- GUIDE TO THE DICTIONARY ...........cooovieiies 42
STYLEMANUAL . .ooirit e 55
PRONUNCIATION KEY ... i, 64
DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH [LANGUAGE ........ 65
BIOGRAPHICAL ENTRIES ..........ociiiviiiiinns, 1409
GEOGRAPHIC ENTRIES ...\ttt 1466
ABBREVIATIONS ... i, 1536
FOUR-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ........ 1546
TWO-YEAR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ......... 1556

PICTURE CREDITS



INTRODUCTION

he publication of
The American Heritage Dictionary in 1969
was a major event in the history of Ameri-
can lexicography. The goal of its editors,
expressed by William Morris, was to create
a new dictionary that would not only faith-
fully record our language but also add the
sensible dimension of guidance toward
grace and precision in the use of our lan-
guage, which intelligent people seek in a
dictionary. The overwhelming critical and
popular success of the Dictionary has been
testimony to the validity and achievement
of that goal.

It is with pride in this tradition that we
now offer the Second College Edition, the
first complete revision of The American
Heritage Dictionary. It is a book de-
manded by the profound changes and de-
velopments in language that have occurred
in the last decade. A major cohcern has
always been to provide users the informa-
tion they need about language in an acces-
‘sible and understandable way. This con-
cern has guided the preparation of the new
edition.

Like its predecessor, the Second College
Edition covers the vocabulary ranging from
the language of Shakespeare to the idiom of
the present day. In order to present the vo-
cabulary required by the well-informed,
contemporary adult, the basic lexicon has
been thoroughly reviewed. revised, and
updated. Language is continually chang-
ing, continually being enriched from many
sources. Dramatic sociological, cultural,
and political developments have had a
stunning impact on our language. Politics,

business, various subcultures, and the
media have contributed to a new general
vocabulary. Thus, more than 10,000 new
general vocabulary words and meanings
have been carefully selected and meticu-
lously defined by our permanent lexico-
graphic staff and outside authorities from a
variety of disciplines. .

In recognition of the increased role
played by technology and science in daily
life, the Second College Edition also in-
cludes more than 5,000 new scientific and
technical terms. The field of computer sci-
ence exemplifies the unprecedented growth
we have witnessed in technology and the
sciences in recent years; growth that has
produced vast stores of new words and
meanings.

The soul of a dictionary, however, is the
quality of its definitions. An objective of
the Second College Edition is to provide
the user with understanding, comprehen-
sion, and appreciation of the language in a
readable manner. Therefore, we have en-
deavored to present the most prevalent,
contemporary sense or meaning of a word
first, with the other shades of meaning fol-
lowing logically from this current, central
concept. This departure from traditional
lexicography, wherein senses are pre-
sented chronologically with the oldest
meaning first and the most current last, is
unique to The American Heritage Diction-
ary and has been highly regarded by its

~users. Praised for their clarity and preci-

sion, the definitions are written in concise,
lucid prose and avoid the dictionary short-
hand that makes most dictionaries forbid-



ding and confusing. With the exception of
one abbreviation (esp. for especially) the
new edition continues the policy of spefling
out all words used in defining. The gener-
ous use of illustrative examples to clarify
meanings and idiomatic usages has been
expanded, drawing from the works of those
contemporary writers who use the lan-
guage in an intelligent, expressive, and ef-
fective way.

The appreciation of a word is not com-
plete without an understanding of its his-
tory. The etymologies in the "Second Col-
lege Edition have all been reviewed by
both special consultants and our etymolog-
ical staff. Every effort has been made to
provide a complete history of a word from
earliest times. A few easily understood ab-
breviations have been introduced to allow
for the inclusion of essential information,
and the explanation of the obvious has
been minimized in order to allow greater
attention to the difficult and the obscure.

Certain changes have been made in the
pronunciation system to improve the
simplicity and clarity of the pronuncia-
tions. American speech takes many forms;
the Second College Edition provides for
¢ach word one or more pronunciations ex-
pressed in symbols famihiar to the reader
untrained in phonetics.

In order to furnish the guidance regarded
as an essential responsibility of a good dic-
tionary, we have employed usage-context
labels such as Slang, Nonstandard, and
Regional. In addition, in an effort to pro-
vide practical solutions to usage questions,
we have continued to call upon the widely
celebrated American Heritage Dictionary
Usage Panel. The Panel is composed of
outstanding writers, speakers, and think-
ers. After careful tabulation and analysis of
the Panel’s responses to usage questions,
our special usage consultants and editors
have prepared over 400 new usage notes
for the Second College Edition. As a con-
sequence, the Second College Edition can
make the same claim as its predecessor:
this Dictionary is ‘*more precisely descrip-
tive, in terms of current usage levels, than
any heretofore published.”’

New features of the Second College Edi-
tion include separate biographical and geo-
graphical sections following the dictionary
of general vocabulary. Coverage has been
greatly expanded with the addition of ap-
proximately 5,000 new entries in each of
these areas. The entries are presented in a
new format that is liberally illustrated.
Other new features include a section for

abbreviations, current information on col-
leges and universities, and a concise style
manual.

It will be obvious at a glance that the
Second College Edition maintains the dis-
tinctive graphic design of the original edi-
tion. Using recent advances in typography
and design, we have sought to produce a
dictionary that is unmatched in attrac-
tiveness and ease of use. The page, with its
readable type and comfortable margins,
was designed to invite reading. The inclu-
sion of several thousand illustrations, both
line drawings and photographs, is intended
to enhance understanding of the subjects
they illustrate. The Second College Edition
contains more than 3,000 new photo-
graphs, distinguishing it from any other
college-level dictionary. Our aim has been
to create a dictionary that engages the
reader and provides more comprehensive
information than would be possible
through conventional design.

We have had the enthusiastic coopera-
tion of many distinguished linguists and
writers, several of whom have contributed
articles on their areas of special interest.
Professor Geoffrey Nunberg presents an
insightful and witty perspective on the his-
torical development of the controversy in-
volving usage. In an effort to provide the
contemporary views on both sides of this
issue, articles by Professor Dwight Bolin-
ger and Mr. William F. Buckley, Jr., are
juxtaposed in the form of a debate. Profes-
sor Lee Pederson offers a fascinating and
informative account of the many regional
and social dialects that characterize Ameri-
can English as it is spoken today. Finally,
Professor Henry Kugera discusses the
mathematical properties and informational
structure of language that facilitate its use
as a communication code.

A work of the magnitude of the Second
College Edition requires the cooperation of
many hands and minds. We would like to
thank the members of the Usage Panel for
their generous contribution of time and in-
formed opinions. Thanks, too, are due to
our many consultants and advisers in the
various scholarly, scientific, and techno-
logical disciplines. We also extend our
gratitude and appreciation to the many edi-
torial staff associates involved in the day-
to-day tasks of revising the Dictionary. We
are also grateful to the scores of readers
who have forwarded their comments and
suggestions, many of which have been in-
corporated into this new edition. Finally,

“we Wwish to acknowledge our debt to



William Morris and the other editors of the
First Edition of this book. Without their
pioneering work, this new edition clearly
would not have been possible.

The editors of the Second College Edi-
tion have endeavored to produce the most

useful, usable,.and attractive dictionary
currently available. It is our hope that read-
ers will find this Dictionary a reliable and
friendly guide to our language’s treasury of
words—the tools of communication and
understanding.
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USAGE PANEL

Edwin Newman, Chairman
NBC news commentator, author
of works on language and usage

Elie Abel
Reporter, broadcaster, educator,
formerly Dean of the Graduate
School of Journalism, Columbia
Umversity, recipient of George
Foster Peabody Broadcasting
Award for outstanding radio
news (1968) and Overseas Press
Club Award for best interpreta-
tion of foreign news (1969)

J. Donald Adams
Literary cntic, formerly Editor,
The New York Times Book Re-
view, deceased
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tator
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Columnist, Saturday Review TV
Guide, and Holiday, commen-
tator, Group W Radio

Roger Angell
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Maya Angelou
Author, poet

Isaac Asimov
Wrniter, Professor of Biochemis
try, Boston University School of
Medicine

Ralph Backiund
Executive Editor, Smithsoman
formerly Producer and Executive
Producer for news and public af
fairs, CBS, formerly Associate
Editor and Managing Editor
Horizon

John Bainbridge
Staff wniter, The New Yorker

Russell Baker
Colummist, writer, recipient of
Frank Sullivan Memonal Award
(1976), George Polk Memorial
Award for commentary (1979),
and Pulitzer Prize for distin-
guished commentary (1979)

Sheridan Baker
Professor of English, University
of Michigan, formerly Editor
The Michigan Quarterly Review

Letitia Baldrige
Public relations consultant, au-
thor, syndicated colummst, Los
Angeles Times

Lincoln Barnett
Writer, formerly Associate
Editor, Life

Jacques Barzun
Writer, University Professor,
Columbra University

Stewart Beach
Writer, formerly Executive
Editor, This Week deceased

Daniel Bell
Professor of Sociology, Harvard
Umiversity, member of the edito-
nal board Daedalus Co-editor
The Public Interest

Charles F Berhitz
Author and editor of language 1n
struction books. archaeologist
recipient of Dag Hammarskjold
International Prize for Literature
(1976)

Theodore M Bernstein
Editor colummst formerly As
sistant Managing Editor, The
New York Times deceased

Pierre Berton
Columnist, news commentator
wrniter

Morris Bishop
Writer Professor Emeritus of
Romance Languages Cornell
University, past President,
Modern L.anguage Association
deceased

Alton Blakeslee
Science editor The Associated
Press, recipient of the Distin-
guished Journalism Award of the
American Heart Association
(1978)

Morton W Bloomfield
Professor of English, Harvard
University

Ben Zion Bokser
Rabbr, Forest Hills Jewish Cen-
ter, Visiting Associate Professor,
Jewish Theological Seminary

The Hon Julian Bond
Legislator. civil nghts leader. au-
thor

Arna Bontemps
Writer, deceased

Daniel J Boorstin
Historian, Libraran of Congress,
recipient of Pulitzer Prize for hus
tory (1974)

Charles P Boren
Associate Editor Lewiston
(Idaho) Morning Tribune

Catherine Drinker Bowen
Biographer historian

The Hon Wilham W. Bradley
U S Senator from New Jersey,
writer, formerly professional bas-
ketball player ©

Joseph A Brandt
Professor Emeritus of Journal-
1sm, Untversity of Cahfornia
Los Angeles formerly President
University of Oklahama, for-
merly Director, University of
Oklahoma Press, Princeton Uni-
versity Press, and Umversity of
Chicago Press

Paul Brooks
Wniter formerly Editor in Chief
General Books Department,
Houghton Miffin Company

Heywood Hale Broun
Actor, writer television and
radio commentator

Jeremy Brown
Wniter book reviewer radio
commentator, Publhisher, Brown-
stone Press, Toronto, Canada

Herbert Brucker
Writer, formerly Editor, Hart-
ford Courant past President
American Soctety of Newspaper
Editors deceased

Witham F Buckley, Ir
Writer, colummst Editor in
Chief National Revien tecip
ent of Bellarmine Medal (1977)

Ed Bullins
Writer, playwnght

Erwin D Canham
Formerly Editor in Chuef Chris
tian Science Monitor past Presi-
dent American Society of News
paper Editors, past Chairman of
the Board, United States Cham
ber of Commerce deceased



Gerald Carson
Writer; member of Advisory
Board, American Heritage; for-
merly Vice President, Benton &
Bowles, Inc., and Director,
Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc.

Claudia Cassidy
Writer; formerly music and
drama critic, Chicago Tribune;
critic at large, Chicago magazine

Bruce Catton
Historian; Senior Editor, Ameri-
can Heritage, recipient of Pulit-
zer Prize for history (1954); de-
ceased

Dick Cavett
Writer; entertainer; television
talk-show host

John Ciardi
Poet; writer; Poetry Editor,
Saturday Review; past President,
National College English Associ-
ation

Arthur A. Cohen
Writer; formerly Editor in Chief
and Vice President, General
Book Division, Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, Inc.; co-founder,
Meridian Books

Marc Connelly
Playwright; formerly Professor of
Playwriting, Yale University;
past President, Authors League
of America and National Institute
of Arts and Letters; deceased

Robin Cook, M.D.
Writer; Assistant in Ophthalmoi-
ogy, Honorary Staff, Massachu-
setts Eye and Ear Infirmary

Alistair Cooke
Chief American Correspondent,
The Guardian (England); writer;
commentator, British Broadcast-
ing Corporation

Roy H. Copperud
Professor of Journalism, Univer-
sity of Southern California; col-
umnist, Editor & Publisher; au-
thor of works on English usage

Robert Coughlan

Journalist; historian

Norman Cousins
Editor, Saturday Review, writer;
recipient of Human Resources
Award (1978)

Malcolm Cowley
Writer; literary adviser, Viking
Press, Inc.; formerly Associate
Editor, The New Republic

Robert W. Creamer
Senior Editor, Sports Hlustrated

Charlotte Curtis
Associate Editor, New York
Times

Marshall B. Davidson
Writer; Senior Editor, Horizon;
formerly Editor of Publications,
The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York

Lois DeBakey
Educator; Professor of Scientific
Communication, Baylor College
of Medicine; Adjunct Professor
of Scientific Communication,
Tulane University School of
Medicine; Recipient of Distin-
guished Service Award of the
American Medical Writers Asso-
ciation (1970)

Vine Victor Deloria, Jr.
Attorney; writer

Peter De Vries
Writer; editorial staff, The New
Yorker

Digby Diehl
Book Editor, Los Angeles
Herald Examiner; formerly Book
Editor, Los Angeles Times; for-
merly Vice President, National
Book Critics’ Circle

Annie Dillard
Writer; recipient of Pulitzer Prize
for general nonfiction (1974)

René Dubos
Professor Emeritus, Rockefeller
University; recipient of Pulitzer
Prize for general nonfiction
(1969); deceased

William K. Durr
Writer; educator; Professor of
Education, Michigan State Uni-
versity; past President, Interna-
tional Reading Association

Freeman Dyson
Physicist; Professor of Physics,
Institute of Advanced Study,
Princeton University; formerly
Professor of Physics, Cornell
University

Ralph Ellison

Writer; educator

Frances FitzGerald
Writer; recipient of Overseas
Press Club Award for interpre-
tive reporting (1967), Pulitzer
Prize for general nonfiction
(1973), and Bancroft Award for
history (1973)

John Fowles
Writer

Reuven Frank
Journalist; television producer

John Kenneth Galbraith
Economist; writer; formerly U.S.
Ambassador to India; formerly
Paul M. Warburg Professor of
Economics, Harvard University

Michael G. Gartner
Editor and President, Des
Moines Register and Tribune
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J. Edward Gates
Lexicographer; editor; Professor
of English, Indiana State Univer-
sity; author of works on lexicog-
raphy

A. Bartlett Giamatti
President and formerly John Hay
Whitney Professor of English,
Yale University

Eric F. Goldman
Rollins Professor of History,
Princeton University; formerly
President, Society of American
Historians; member of Advisory
Board, American Heritage; for-
merly Special Consultant to the
President of the United States

Sydney Harris
Drama critic and columnist,
Chicago Daily News

. The Hon. Mark O. Hatfield

U.S. Senator from Oregon
The Hon. S.1. Hayakawa

U.S. Senator from California;
writer; educator; President
Emeritus and formerly Professor
of English, San Francisco State
University

Nat Hentoff

Writer; columnist, The Voice;
staff writer, The New Yorker

Gilbert Highet
Writer; Chairman of Advisory
Board, Horizon; member of Edi-
torial Board, Book-of-the-Month
Club; formerly Anthon Professor
of the Latin Language and Liter-
ature, Columbia University; de-
ceased

Paul Horgan
Writer; Professor Emeritus and
formerly Director, Center for Ad-
vanced Studies, Wesleyan Uni-
versity; recipient of Pulitzer
(1975) and Bancroft (1954) prizes
for history

Langston Hughes
Writer; poet; columnist; de-
ceased

Charlayne Hunter-Gault
Journalist; correspondent, The
MacNeil-Lehrer Report, PBS;
formerly reporter, New York
Times and The New Yorker; re-
cipient of National Urban Coali-
tion Award for urban reporting
and Women at Work Award of
the National Commission of
Working Women

John K. Hutchens
Literary critic; member of Edito-
rial Board, Book-of-the-Month
Club; formerly book reviewer,
New York Herald Tribune

William F. Johnston
Associate Professor and News-
paper Internship Coordinator,
School of Communications, Uni-
versity, of Washington
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Alfred Kahn

Economust, educator, consultant,
wrniter; Professor of Economics
and formerly Dean of College of
Arts and Sciences, Cornell Uni-
versity, formerly Chairman of
Civil Aeronautics Board, Chair-
man of Council on Wage and
Price Stabihty, and Special Ad-
viser to the President of the
United States

Roger Kahn
Writer, journahst

Justin Kaplan
Writer, winner of Pulitzer Prize
for biography (1967)

Stanley Kauffmann
Editor, wniter, film and theater
cnitic, The New Republic, theater
critic, Saturday Review

Alfred Kazin
Writer, Distinguished Professor
of Enghsh, Graduate Center,
City University of New York

Walter Kerr
Drama critic, New York Times,
formerly drama cntic, New York
Herald Tribune, past President,
New York Cntics’ Cucle, recipi-
ent of Pulitzer Prize for cnticism
(1978)

John Kieran
Writer, naturalist, formerly mem-
ber of Board of Experts, Infor-
mation Please radio program,
deceased

Maxine Kingston
Writer, recipient of National
Book Cnitics’ Circle Award for
nonfiction (1976) and Amsfield-
Wolf Race Relations Award
(1978)

James Kraft
Program Officer, The National
Endowment for the Humanities

Louis Kronenberger
Professor of Theatre Arts, Bran-
deis University, contnibutor, At-
lantic Monthly, formerly drama
critic, Time, deceased

Charles Kuralt
News correspondent, CBS

J.J. Lamberts
Professor of English, Anzona
State Unmiversity, author of
works on Enghsh usage

Geoffrey Leech
Professor of Linguistics and
Modern English Languages, Uni-
versity of Lancaster, England:
author of works on linguistics
and grammar .

Milton I. Levine, M.D.
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics,
New York Hospital-Cornell
Medical Center; radio commen-
tator, CBS; formerly syndicated
newspaper columnist

Ralph F. Lewss
Editor and publisher, Harvard
Business Review, deceased

Walter Lippmann
Syndicated newspaper colum-
nist, recipient of Pulitzer Prize
for international reporting (1962),
deceased

Clare Boothe Luce
Playwnght, formerly U S Repre-
sentative from Connecticut, for-
merly U S Ambassador to Italy

Russell Lynes
Wrniter, Contributing Editor and
formerly Managing Editor, Har-
per’s magazine

Dwight Macdonald
Cntic, deceased

William Manchester
Wniter, correspondent, Adjunct
Professor of History and Wniter
tn Residence at Wesleyan Uni-
versity

Joan D. Manley
Publisher, Chairman of the
Board, Time Life Books, Inc ,
Chairman of the Board, Book-of
the-Month Club, Inc , member
and past Chairman, Association
of Amenican Publishers

Robert Manning
Editor in Chuef The Atlantic
Monthly

Alice Mayhew
Editor, Vice President, Simon
and Shuster

Eugene Mc¢Carthy
Poet, educator, formerly U S
Senator from Minnesota

David McCord
Poet, essayist, Honorary Curator
of the Poetry and Farnsworth
Rooms, Harvard College Library

Kenneth McCormick
Semor Consulting Editor,
Doubleday & Company, Inc ,
Consulting Editor, Frankhin Li-
brary

Mary McGrory
Journalist, formerly political col-
umnist, Washington Star recipi-
ent of Pulitzer Prize for commen-
tary (1975)

Margaret Mead

Wrniter, Curator Ementus of Eth-
nology, American Museum of
Natural History, New York; past
President, American Association
for the Advancement of Science;
deceased

Ved Mehta
Editor, The New Yorker

Rhoda Métraux
Anthropologist; Research As-
sociate, The American Museum
of Natural History, New York

James Michener
Wniter, recipient of Pultzer Prize
for fiction (1947)

Thomas Middleton
Columnist, Saturday Revien

Richard Scott Mitchell
Mineralogist, educator,
wnter, Professor of Environ-
mental Science, Umversity
of Virgimia, Executive
Editor, Rocks and Minerals

Richard S Mitchell
Educator, founder, Underground
Grammarian

Jessica Mitford
Wnter

Marianne Moore
Writer, recipient of Pulitzer Prize
for poetry (1952), deceased

Lance Morrow
Semor Writer, editor, columnist,
Time magazine, recipient of Na-
tional Magazine Award for essay
and criticism (1981)

Bill Moyers.
Journahst, editor, and corre-
spondent, CBS, formerly Special
Assistant and Press Secretary to
the President of the Umnited
States, formerly Publisher,
Newsday and Contnbuting
Editor Newsweek

The Hon. Damel P. Moynihan
U S Senator from New York,
formerly Professor of Political
Science Harvard University

Lewis Mumford
Wnter past President, American
Academy of Arts and Letters.
formerly Professor of
Humanities Stanford University
and Professor of City and Re-
gional Planning, University of
Pennsylvama

Bess Myerson
Syndicated columnist. New York
Datly News consumer advocate
radio and television reporter
contributing editor, Redbook

Maunne Neuberger
Formerly U § Senator from
Oregon

David Ogilvy
Creative Director, Ogilvy &
Mather Lnternational

Robert S. Pirie’
Attorney

Katherine Anne Porter
Writer: recipient of Pulitzer Prize
for fiction (1966); deceased

Alvin F, Poussaint, M.D.
Psychiatrist: Associate Professor
of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical
School



Orville Prescott
Writer; formerly Co-editor,
“‘Books of the Times,' New
York Times

Tony Randall

Actor

Ishmael Reed
Writer; publisher; teacher; recip-
tent of National Institute of Arts
and Letters Award (1975) and
Michaux Award (1978)

Edward W. Rosenheim
Editor; author; Professor of
English, University of Chicago,
Director, National Humanities
Institute

Leo Rosten
Author; social scientist

Berton Roueché
Staff writer, The New Yorker

Richard Rovere
Washington correspondent, The
New Yorker; deceased

Vermont Royster
William Rand Kenan. Ir Profes-
sor of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, formerly
Editor, Wall Street Journal re-
cipient of Pulitzer Prize for edito-
ria] writing (1953)

Carl Sagan
Astronomer; writer; Professor of
Astronomy and Space Sciences,
Cornell University: recipient of
Pulitzer Prize.for general
nonfiction (1978)

Winthrop Sargeant
Writer: translator: formerly
music critic, The New Yorker

Robert Saudek
Television producer; Director,
The Institute of Film and Televi-
sion, New York University

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
Historian; recipient of Pulitzer
Prize for history (1946) and biog-
raphy (1966): Albert Schweitzer
Professor of the Humanities,
City University of New York

Glenn T. Seaborg
University Professor of Chemis-
try, University of California; for-
merly Chairman, U. S. Atomic
Energy Commission; recipient of
Nobe] Prize for chemistry (1951)

Art Seidenbaum
Journalist; Editor, Book Review
Section, Los Angeles Times

Harvey Shapiro .
Poet; Editor, New York Time
Book Review

John Simon
Writer; film critic, New York
magazine and National Review;
drama critic, The Hudson Review

Neil Simon
Playwright; screenwriter

Margaret Nicholson Smith
Wniter; formerly Head of Con-
tract and Copyright Department,
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc ,
formerly Head of Publishing De-
partment, Oxford University
Press

Walter W. (Red) Smith
Sports columnist, New York
Times, deceased

Theodore Sorensen
Attorney; writer, formerly Spe-
ctal Counsel to the President of
the United States

Jean Stafford .
Author; recipient of Pulitzer
Prnize for fiction (1970); deceased

Wallace Stegner
Witer; Professor Emeritus of
English, Stanford University; re-
cipient of Pulitzer Prize (1972)
and National Book Award (1977)
for fiction

Gloria Steinem
Writer; Editor, Ms. magazine

George R. Stewart
Writer. Professor Emeritus of
English, University of California.
Berkeley; deceased

Allen Tate
Poet; critic; Regents Professor of
English, University of Min-
nesota: Editor, The Sewanee Re-
view; recipient of National Insti-
tute of Arts and Letters National
Medal for Literature (1976); de-
ceased

Paul Theroux
Writer, recipient of Whitbread
Prize for fiction (1978)

Henry F. Thoma
Formerly Editor in Chief and
Head, Coliege Department,
Houghton Miffiin Company
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The Hon. Stewart-Udall
Chairman, Overview Corpora-
tion, formerly U.S. Secretary of
the Interior and U.S. Represen-
tative from Arizona

Mark Van Doren
Writer; educator; recipient of
Pulitzer Prize for poetry (1940);
deceased

William Vaughan
Associate Editor, Kansas City
Star; syndicated newspaper col-
umnist; deceased

Douglas Turner Ward
Actor, playwright; recipient of
Vernon Rice Award and Obie
Award for acting (1966)

Calvert Watkins
Professor of Linguistics and the
Classics, Harvard University

Richard Watts, Jr.
Drama critic, New York Post, de-
ceased

Hobart G. Weekes
Associate Editor, The New
Yorker; deceased

Anthony West
Writer; critic; formerly hterary
critic, The New Yorker staff
member, The New Yorker

Jacqueline Grennan Wexler
Writer; formerly President,
Hunter College. City University
of New York

Tom Wicker
Writer; journalist; Associate
Editor, New York Times

Alden Wood
Vice President, American Mutual
Insurance Companies; Professor
of English, Simmons College: au-
thor of a column on English us-
age

Richard Young
Engineer; writer; editor; Chief
Editor, Pollution Engineering;
Vice President of Publishing,
Pudvan Publishing Company

William Zinsser
Executive Editor, Book-of-the-
Month Club; formerly Master of
Branford College, Yale Univer-
sity; formerly columnist, New
York Herald Tribune and Life
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CONSULTANTS

To THE AMERICAN HERITAGE DICTIONARY

ARTS AND HUMANITIES
Richard D. Altick
Regents’ Professor of English,
Ohio State University
Willi Apel
Professor Emeritus of
Musicology, Indiana University

Charles F. Berlitz

Author and editor of language
instruction books

James Marston Fitch
Professor of Architecture,
Columbia University

Ignace J. Gelb
Erank P. Hixon Distinguished
Service Professor of
Assyriology, University of
Chicago

Harold F. Harding
Benedict Professor of Speech,
University of Texas, El Paso

James Humphry III
Vice President, The H. W.
Wilson Company: formerly
Chief Librarian, The
Metropolitan Museum of Art,
New York

Bernard M. W, Knox
Director, The Center for
Hellenic Studies, Washington,
D.C.

Burt Korall
Popular Music and
Entertainment Critic, Sarurday
Review

Wayne C. Minnick
Professor of Speech and
Associate Dean, College of Arts
and Sciences, Florida State
University

Beaumont Newhall
Director, George Eastman
"House, Rochester, N.Y.

Allardyce Nicoll
Formerly Chairman of Drama
Department, Yale University;
Professor Emeritus, English,
The Shakespeare Institute,
University of Birmingham
(England)

George Kimball Plochmann
Professor of Philosophy,
Southern Illinois University

Maurice F. Tauber
Melvil Dewey Professor of
Library Service, Columbia
University

Walter Terry
Dance critic, Saturday Review

John Walker
Director, The National Gallery
of Art, Washington, D.C.

Calvert Watkins .
Professor of Linguistics and th
Classics, Harvard University

LIFE SCIENCES

Isaac Asimov
Associate Professor of
Biochemistry, Boston University
School of Medicine

Jesse F. Bone
Professor of Veterinary
Medicine, Oregon State
University

Ralph Buchsbaum
Professor of Biology, University
of Pittsburgh ’

William H. Burt

Professor of Zoology and
Curator of Mammals, University
of Michigan

Spencer H. Davis, Jr.
Professor of Plant Pathology,
Rutgers University

Frederick C. Fink

Manager, Micrabiological
Services, Pfizer Diagnostics
Department, Chas. Pfizer & Co.;
Inc.

Garrett Hardin
Professor of Biology, University
of California, Santa Barbara

Adrian Lambert, M.D.
Associate Professor of Clinical
Surgery, College of Physicians
and Surgeons, Columbia
University

Douglas A. Lancaster
Assistant Professor of Ecology
and Systematics, Cornell
University

R. H. Nelson
Exccutive Secretary,
Entomological Society of
America

James A. Peters
Curator, Reptiles and
Amphibians, United States
National Museum, Washington,
D.C.

Joseph L. Peterson
Mycologist, Department of Plant
Biology, Rutgers University

Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr.
Director, Laboratory of
Ornithology, Cornell University

Timothy Prout
Professor of Zoology, University
of California, Riverside

Donn E. Rosen
Associate Curator, Department
of Ichthyology, American
Museum of Natural History,
New York

Frederick E. Smith
Professor of Natural Resources,
University of Michigan

William C. Steere
Director, The New York
Botanical Garden; Professor of
Botany, Columbia University

Norman Taylor
Formerly Curator of Plants,
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, New
York

Georg Zappler
Formerly Curator of Research,
New Jersey State Museum,
Trenton

PHYSICAL SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Peter M. Bernays
Senior Associate Editor,
Chemical Abstracts Service

Edward J. Cogan
Professor of Mathematics, Sarah
Lawrence College

Richard Hanau

Professor of Physics, University
of Kentucky

Paul J. Kliauga
Assistant to the Director of
Publications, American Institute
of Physics, New York

James E. Miller
Professor of Meteorology, New
York University



Lioyd Motz
Professor of Astronomy,
Columbia University

Frederick H Pough
Contnibuting Editor Lapidary
Journal, formerly Director,
Santa Barbara Museum of
Natural History, Santa Barbara,
Calif

John A. Shimer
Professor of Geology, Brooklyn
College

M. J. Sienko
Professor of Chemustry, Cornell
Universtty

Thaddeus L. Smith
Mathematical Statistician,
National Insurance Actuarial and
Statistical Association

George L. Tngg
Editor, Physical Review Letters

William C. Vergara
Director of Advanced Research,
Bendix Corporation

PRACTICAL AND APPLIED
SCIENCES

Frank O. Braynard
Editor, Tow Line

Col. Elbridge Colby, USA
(retired)
Professor Emeritus of
Journalism, George Washington
University

Frederick C. Durant III
Assistant Director, National Air
and Space Museum,
Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C.

Dorothy Fey
Executive Director, The United
States Trademark Association

Clayton Knight

Aviation historian

N. Dan Larsen
Staff architect, Rutgers
University

Dorothy Nickerson
Past President, Inter-Society
Color Council

Frank K. Perkins
Formerly bridge and games
colummst, The Boston Herald

J. Lowell Pratt
Co-author, The Official
Encyclopedia of Sports

Virgima L. Robertson
Home economics consuitant,
Encyclopedia International

Col Milton Seaman,
USAFR
Liaison Office Coordinator, U S
Arr Force Academy

Milton A. Sprague
Professor of Soils and Crops,
Rutgers University

Victor Strauss
Printing consultant

RELIGION
Walter J. Burghardt, S.J.

Professor of Historical
Theology, Woodstock College,
Maryland; Editor, Theological
Studies

Klaus J. Hansen

Associate Professor, Department
of History, Queen’s University,
Kingston, Ont. (Canada)

Harry M. Orlinsky
Professor of Bible, Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion, New York

Jaroslav Pelikan
Titus Street Professor of
Ecclesiastical History, Yale
University

Allison W. Phinney
Supervisor, Editorial Division,
The First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Boston, Mass.

The Rev. Canon Edward
N. West
Sub-Dean of the Cathedral
Church of St. John the Divine,
New York

SOCIAL SCIENCES

Harold E. Driver
Professor of Anthropology,
Indiana University
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Thomas F. Dwyer, M.D.
Assistant Professor in Clinical
Psychuatry, Harvard University,
Associate 1n Psychiatry,
Massachusetts General Hospital

John Flynn
Vice President, Perera Fifth
Avenue, Inc

Charles Fried
Professor of Law, Harvard Law
School

Carl J. Friednch
Eaton Professor of Government,
Harvard Untversity

N. L. Gage
Professor of Education and
Psychology, Stanford Umiversity

John A. Garraty
Professor of History, Columbia
University

William N. Kinnard, Jr.
Professor of Finance and Real
Estate, University of
Connecticut

Jesse William Markham
Professor of Business
Administration, Harvard
Graduate School of Business
Administration

Wilbert E. Moore
Sociologist, Russell Sage
Foundation

Hallam L. Movius, Jr.
Professor of Anthropology,
Harvard University

. Edwin B. Newman

Lecturer on Psychology,
Harvard University; co-editor,
American Journal of Psychology

J. H. Plumb
Professor of Modern English
History, Christ’s College,
Cambridge University (England)

Norman J. G. Pounds
Professor of History and
Geography, Indiana University

Bernard Wailes
Professor of Anthropology,
University of Pennsylvania
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LLANGUAGE, CULTURE, AND
THE AMERICAN HERITAGE

LLEE PEDERSON

Emory University

merican speech
and writing record the transactions of
nearly four hundred years of social history.
Dialects embody patterns of sound, syn-
tax, and meaning; literature documents
those spoken forms in poetry and prose.
Through the process of communication a
native language becomes the social inher-
itance of all its speakers. In describing the
linguistic resources of American English
this Dictionary becomes a property book
for the American people.

A century before Noah Webster organ-
ized his first American dictionary (1806),
Jonathan Edwards defined the materials of
inquiry in remarkably modern terms, in
words that should appeal to every reader,
whether layman, linguist, or lexicographer:

By conversation, 1 mean intelligent beings
expressing their minds one to another in
- words, or other signs intentionally directed
to us for our notice, whose immediate and
main design is to be signification of the mind
of him who gives it.

Defining language as intelligent conversa-
tion, Edwards recognized the conceptual,
symbolic, and functional aspects of hu-
man c¢ommunication: the engagement of
thought, the use of signs, and the transmis-
sion of ideas from one mind to another.
Today the English language makes con-
versation possible among three hundred
million native speakers who share its sys-
tem of symbolic behavior. This number in-
cludes speakers of American, Australian,
British, Canadian, Irish, New Zealand, and
Scottish English as members of the most
influential speech community in the history
of civilization. Their common cultural heri-

tage makes possible the use of a single lan-
guage by the members of these different
groups, but each national variety with all
its regional and social dialects reflects
unique social experience.

Such experience makes a national vo-
cabulary the most accessible and produc-
tive source of cultural information. Words
are the complex linguistic structures that
transmit the native lexicon through the
systems of sound, grammar, and meaning.
Words are also cultural emblems, symbols
with social meaning that preserve the expe-
rience of human activity. Emerson said
that words are signs of natural facts and
wrote: ‘‘The etymologist finds the deadest
word to have been once a brilliant picture.
Language is fossil poetry.”” He demon-
strated by his own exampie, morcover,
that words are also signs of socichistorical
facts by giving the American meaning to
transcendentalism. Roger Williams, Amer-
ica’s first anthropologist, recorded an Al-
gonquian dialect, provided us with the ear-
liest occurrences in English of birchen bark
and squash, and coined the phrase Indian
affairs. George Washington furnished the
carliest citations for Democrat and Repub-
lican and himself was the first to receive
the designation favorite son. Noah Web-
ster made the earliest use of the phrase
American English with characteristic im-
patience but ultimate accuracy: *‘In fifty
years from this time [1806], the American-
English will be spoken by more people than
all other dialects of the language.”” Such
thought, conversation, and social interac-
tion shaped the national character and gave
substance to the lexicon. Contributions



