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The following is Chairman Mao’s comment on the article
“The Experience of 2 Township in Planning Co-operation™, which

deals with the agriculteral co-operation movement in Talichuang

Township, Chiahsien County (1955): |

_ “This is another excellent article. It can serve as a reference
i

everywhere.  Especially noteworthy is the part dealing with

organizing the higher clementary school and middle school gra-

duates to take part in the work of the co-ops. All people
who have had some education ought to be very happy to
wotk in the countryside if they get the chance. In our vast

rural areas there is plenty of room for them to develop their

talents to the full.

-— EDITOR”
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PLENTY OF ROOM FOR THE FULL
DEVELOPMENT OF TALENTS

Kuangkuotianti Tayutsowei People’s Commune of Chiahsien County,

Honan Province

This people’s commune is situated on the north bank of Juho River, and comprises 3 pro-
duction brigades, 25 production teams, with 513 hectares of arable land and 5,100 people.

In 1955, in the course of the socialist upsurge in China’s countryside, 7 middle school
graduates and 25 higher elementary school graduates of Talichuang towaship (the former name
of the commune), in active response to the Party’s call, returned to their respective home
villages to take part in the agricultural co-operation movement. Having read the article “The
Experience of 2 Township in Planning Co-operation” which deals with this eventt, Chairman
Mao set great store by it and issued the call: “All people who have had some education
ought to be very happy to work in the countryside if they get the chance. In our vast rural

arcas there is plenty of room for them to develop their talents to the full.”

Enthusiastically responding to the great call of Chairman Mao, thousands of educated
young people resolutely took the road of integration with the poor and lower-middle peasants.
A high tide of going to the mouniainous areas and the couniryside surged forward with tre-
mendous momentum. Numbers of advanced school graduates came to the fore who determined
to become new-type peasanis in the socialist era and setle down in the rural areasto make
revolution. Lu Chung-yang, first secretary of the commune Party committee, is one of them.
Since the publication of Chairman Mao’s splendid comment 20 years ago and especially
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the movement to criticize Lin Piao and C
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more than a thousand educated young people have settled down in this commune to temper
themsel ves.

The commune Party committee and the poor and lower-middle peasants of this commune
paid great attention to the re-education of the school graduates. They organized them to study
the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and by Chairman Mao, carry out revolutionary
mass criticism and visit former poor peasants to find out about their past hard lives to contrast
past bitterness with today’s happiness. Former old poor peasants were invited to give them
lectures on the histories of their families and villages and on the history of line struggle. Severe
criticism of the counter-revolutionary crimes of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao and the doctrines of
Confucius and Mencius was carried out. They were encouraged to go to the forefront of the
three great revolutionary movements of class struggle, the struggle for production and scientific
experiment; to face the world, brave the storm and develop their capabilities. The commune
Party committee and the poor and lower-middle peasants also started a spare-time Communist
Labour Academy, set up village libraries and reading-rooms and arranged recreational activi-
ties and sports in order to make their life rich, colorful and full of vitality.

Like fish taking to the water and birds taking to the air, the educated young people led by
the Party, have applied their youthful vigour, revolutionary enthusiasm and cultural and scien-
tific knowledge extensively in a practical way to class struggle, the struggle for production and
scientific experiment and become an effective force in building a new socialist countryside.
Lu Chung-yang led the poor and lower-middle peasants of Wutang brigade to refute Con-
fucius’ “divine mandate” and explode thereby the myth that no well could be drilled on the
banks of Juho River. Displaying the revolutionary spirit of fearing neither death nor hard-
ship, he risked his life 10 go down the well and succeeded in drilling a power-pump well on the
sandy heach of Juho River, the first in its history. They went on drilling and compieted 25
wells in twe successive winter-spring periods, thus bringing all the dry fields of the brigade under
irrigation,  One young school graduate, Hsueh Hsi-mei, dared 10 defy all the outmoded social
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the socialist revolution and construction of the motherland. The poor and lower-middle peas-
ants commended them as pathhreakers in class struggle, vanguards in the struggle for produc-
tion and trailblazers in scientific experiment, These educated young people said feelingly:
“Through practice in the countryside, we have realized that instead of misuse of our talents,
there are still many things for us to learn; instead of nothing to be done, there is plenty of
room for us educated young people to develop our talents to the full.”

Like seedlings nourished by rain and dew, a new generation is maturing. Tempered in
the three great revolutionary movements of the countryside, the educated young people, while
reforming the objective world, have made progress in the remoulding of their own mental out-
look. In the struggle to remake nature, they have become very much aware that labour is
most glorious and the labouring people alone are the motive force in the making of the history
of mankind. All of this has deepened their affectionate sentiments towards the poor and lower-
middle peasants. In order to better receive re-education by the poor and lower-middle peasants,,
Hsueh Hsi-mei took her lodging of her own accord in the house of an old poor peasant woman
and helped her carry water, cook food and wash clothes all {he vear round. When the old
woman fell ill, she fed her, made medicine for her and showered her with solicitude, In praise
of her, the poor and lower-middle peasants said, “Really, Hsi-mei is our good daughter and
successor.”  Through forging in the countryside, 165 of the educated vouth in this commune have
been recommended by the masses to join the leading groups at the provincial, district, county,
commune and production brigade levels. Lu Chung-yang was gloriously elected alternate
member of the Tenth Central Commitiee of the Communist Party of China; Hsueh Hsi-mei
was elected member of the Standing Committee of the Fourth National People’s Congress while
Tu Yin-ti attended the Tenth Congress of the Communist Party of Chira. Their work has
changed, but their true colours as peasants of a new type have never faded. They have never

divorced themselves from the masses or from labour and have pledged themselves 10 be successors
to the revolutionary cause of the proletaniat,
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The red flowers of Tachai blossom on the north bank of the Juho River. Togetber with
the poor and lower-middle peasants, the educated young people have actively carried out the
movement to learn from Tachai in agriculture and worked on farm capital construction with
redoubled efforts. Having spent several successive winter-spring periods transforming rivers
and beaches, filling up gullies and building big dams, they succecded in taming the unruly
rivers which ran rampant for hundreds of years and turned 16 hectares of hillslopes, gullies and
river beaches into good fields. In recent years, they have deep-ploughed and levelled 400-0dd
hectares of land, drilled more than 100 power-pump wells, built 22,0006-metre channels and
planted 1,500,000 (rees, thus bringing a preliminary change in the basic conditions of farm
production.  They have carried on scientific farming enthusiastically, raising and popularizing
better seed strains. The new wheat strain they raised gave a vield of 7,500 kg. per hectare.
Following Chairman Mao’s great teaching, “The way out for agriculture lies in mechanization,”
through self-reliance and strict economy, they have built power plants and developed farm
machinery. Now the whole commune has trucks, tractors, combine-harvesters, electric moturs,
diesels, elc. numbering more than 150 items and every village or production team has been
wired for electricity, thus laving the foundations for agricullural mechanization and electrifica-
tion.  With the improvement of production conditions, the production of grain, cotton, oil-
bearing crops and tobacco have increased with the years, and pigs, cattle and poultry have also
developed steadily. In 1974, despite severe drought, good harvests were reaped. The per-
hectare grain yield rcached 7,702.5 kg., 7 times that of the pre-liberation vears and 2.9 times
that of the year preceding the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution This summer saw a per-

. . . ' .
hectare wheat vield of 4,725 kg, increasing by a big margin over the lust.

At present, the educated young people there conscientiously study the theory of the prole-
tarian dictatorship, go forward with the movement 10 learn from Tachaj in agriculture and
stride forward on the golden road of integration with the poor and lower-middie peasants.
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Front Cover: Full of revolutionary spirit, the educated Chinese Export Commodities Fair
young people are working in the fields. Autumn 1975



