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cpre%ace

The Chinese native blue-coloured cotton
cloth is one of the industrial art works of
China. This kind of cloth is rich in artistry
and of much practical use. It usually has a
deep-blue colour, and is therefore called
blue-coloured cotton cloth. Yet some may
have a red colour. The cloth bears various
designs, such as sketches of animals, fish,
grass and flowers, trees and fruits, or scenery
of bridges and pavilions; or it may show
pictures of civilian legends or of historical
stories and characters; or purely decorative
designs of laces . . . . There are numerous
topics and diversifying kinds. The designs are
really exquisite, soothing to the eye, lively
and dignified.

The designs of the blue-coloured cotton
cloth are largely familiar to people. Some of
these designs immitate sounds of blessing
idioms, such as ‘“N’ien N’ien Yuo Yue”
(overwhelming profit every year), with the
sketch here being the Lotus flower (n’ien)
and fish (yue). Some may bear symbols to
connotate people’s wishes, such as the “Three
Plentiful Picture” using the hand of the
Buddah to symbolise plentiful happiness, the
peach to symbolise longevity, and Pome-
granate to symbolise plentiful descendants.

The industrial art works in various places
of China have different local characteristics
and present different styles. In this book are
collected mainly the art works of Kiangsi,
Chekiang, Anhwei and Hunan, which are
for use as reference or objects for study by
lovers of fine arts.
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