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The Xi'an City Wall is the best preserved, oldest and largest ancient city
defence system in China. It is also one of the most important landmarks of the
Xi'an city

The original foundation of the Xi'an City Wall was based on the ruins of
the Imperial City Wall of Chang'an City —the capital of the Tang Dynasty.In 904
A.D.when the capital of the Tang Dynasty was moved eastward, the Governor-
general Han Jian had the city renovated and turned it into an army garrison
and named it “New City". Since then the city was used continuously by Song
and Yuan Dynasties, and its features kept unchanged. The Ming Dynasty was
set up in 1368 and the Ming army entered the city in 1369. Afterward the city
was renamed as “the Prefecture of Xi'an".

In 1370 the First Ming Emperor Zhu Yuan Zhang conferred the title of
"King of Qin" on his second son Zhu Shuang and sent him to rule in Shaanxi.
The Kings official residence was chosen and built in Xi'an City. According to

| the Ming Dynasty’s stipulation, when the title of King was conferred upon the

' Emperor’s son, his costum, carriage, flag and residence had to be one grade
lower than the emperors’. The old city was dilapidated and its size was small,
S0 it was not up to the standard. In 1370, the governmenl began to extend the
size of the Xi'an City, and build the huge project of the residence for the King
of Qin. It was completed within eight years.

When the city began to take shape, it was divided into inner city and
outer city. The outer city is 13.7 km. in circumference and it occupies an area
of 11.5 square km. The structure of the City Wall was earth-rammed. Around
the City Wall there are jutting ramparts, sentry towers, corner towers, gate
towers, baltlements and a series of city defensive fortifications which were
scientifically and compactly laid out with very strong defence capability.

The inner city was the residence for the King of Qin. It was built at the
high terrain in the north-eastern part of the city, from where the whole city
could be well under control by its advantage of geographical position. The
residence was enclosed by two successive walls and a protective moat. The
principal part of the architectural complex was built according the traditional
pattern of “Palace in the front and bedchamber at the back”. The important
palaces and temples were longitudinally arranged in a round pivot order. They
looked magnificent and splendid. During the 200 years reign of the Ming
Dynasty, the inner city continuously served as the millitary and political center
of Shaanxi, where the successive 14 Kings of Qing acted on the order of the

Emperor to rule Shaanxi.

The Xi'an City Wall has a history of over 600 years since it was built in
the early Ming Dynasty. Nowadays, this old historical relic is not only animpor -
tant material object for the study of ancient military science but also a sight-
seeing and entertainment resort for the visitors.
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pital city of the Sul Dynasty “Da Xing City”. There were three successive cities within the Daxing city. They wer
city, imperial city, and outer city. It started the first chessboard city layout in China.
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The Tang Dynasty was founded in 618. mmmmmrmmmmadwmndm%w
“Chang' an “City".
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In 904 when the Tang capital was moved eastward, w@wamqonmﬂmmmmmw Wdl!
but renovated imperial city, and named it “New City".
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The Later Liang (907) named the city WrequWlDa’mFuimLWTmcmmn"
Prefeture”. The Later Jin (936) named it “Jing Chang Jun Prefecture”. mwmwumr@mm
Xing Jun Region”. mmbynwymo)namd yong Xing Region" The Jin Dynasty called it “Jing Zhao Protection”.
In the beginning, the Yuan Dynasty called it “An Xi Region™ later called memmmwam
renamed as “Xi'an Prefecture”.
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In the second year of Longging period (1568) of the Ming Dynasty, mmmﬂmmmmwmm
red with bricks and stones for the first time. i
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the outer city built.
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In the sixteenth year of Chong zhen period (1643) of the Ming Dynasty, umhﬁhmﬂybm
the Xi'an City. On October 11, mmgmmwmmmmwmemmmmm
army to enter the city. : i ‘_g
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In the third year of Shun zhi period (1646) of the Qing Dynasty, the Qing army
entered the Xi'an City. The residence of the King of Qing was abandoned and the
Manchu City was set up.
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In the fourty—seventh year of Qian Long period of the Qing Dynasty, the
Governor of Shaanxi Bi Yuan was in charge of large scale renovation of the Xi'an
City Wall, gate towers of the four gates and building the drainage system on the top
of the city wall.
M. 1011 SRR RS AR MERINT B * LP B R R
When the revolution of 1911 broke out, the soldiers and civilians of the Xi'an City
attacked the Manchu City and the Northern Gate Tower was b d
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In the early years of the Republic of China the lock towers and suspense bridges
of the four gates were removed, and the road was built.

13. 10267 BIMA B X@ 00 22 ¢ FEPIRM B 0
In 1926 when Liu Zhenhua's army sieged the Xi'an City, the Archery Tower of the
Southern Gate was burned down.
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In 1928 the section of the city wall west to the cross—roads of the Laoguan Temple
was cut through and a new gate was built. it was named "Yu Xiang Gate" in memory
of the contribution made by Feng Yuxiang, who led the army to rescue Xi'an from

the siege.
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In 1939, small southern gate, small eastern gate and chongli road and other new
gates were built for quarding against the Japanese air raid.
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On March 4th of 1961, the Xi'an City Wall was listed as one of the first group of
important relics the state.

17. 1980FEM I BB BN EME "B2AEREMN "
In 1980 the special organization for maintaining of the city wall “the Xi'an City Wall
Protection Institution” was set up.

18. 1983 FEMBEHESETZNE ©
In 1983 the overall renovation of the Xi'an City Wall was started.
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When the Xi'an City Wall was built, the cily defensive fortification in China had deveioped to the mature stage, so the Xi'an
City Wall had a very scientifical installation and layout.

The Xi'an City Wall is 12 meters high, 15-18 meters wide at the bottom and 12-14 meters wide on the top. The width of the
bottom exceeds its hight. Along with the development of arms, the monotonous horizontal fighting on the city wall was not
adapted to the needs of warfare. Beginning from the Cao Wei period (220-265), the jutting ramparts emerged on the four sides
of the city wall for the three dimensional fighting on the wall. Since the jutting rampart is long and narrow, it is figuratively cal-
led “the Horse Face”. The Xian City Wall altogether has 98 julling ramparts. The distance between each two of them is 120
meters. The intersection, 60 meters from each two of them is the effective antipersonnel area of the hurling-type weapons. It
fully shows the maximal might of the three dimensional lactics on the city wall. Along the outer ridges of the wall, there are
parapets with crenels, which were used by garrison soldiers for the blindage of one individual person. It has three functions of
walching, fighting and personnel protection. There are 5,984 parapets on the Xi'an City Wall. Each parapet could provide fi-
ghting space for two soldiers. The parapets on the whole wall could accommodate 10,968 soldiers for fighting at the same
time. The Xi'an City Wall is a rectangular castle with three square-shaped corners and one round-shaped corner at the southe-
astern side. This one was called “the corner of unfilial obedience” among the people, and it was regarded as a disgraceful
mark of showing no respect for the doctrine of filial piety. In fact it is not a mark of the custom, but the remains of the old city
corner of the imperial city in the Tang Dynasty.

The Xi'an City Wall altogether has four city gates. The city gate was made of 16-centimeter-thick planks, and it was wrapped
by 12 rows of iron hoops. The surface of the gate was nailed with mushroom iron nails, so it was extremely solid. The archway
of the city gate was arched with bricks and stones. It is solid and fireprool. It represented great progress in the military archi-
tecture of the Ming Dynasty. Every city gate together with the city moat, the suspense bridge and the urn-shaped city formed a
well-organized ground devensive line. The city moat is 10 meters wide and 6 meters deep. The wood-made suspense bridge
streched across the banks of the city moat. It was lowered down in the morning and lifted up in the evening. The urn-shaped
city was the last defensive line of the city gate

There are ten horse ways for climbling the city wall. Since the gate of the horse way painted in red, it was called “the Large
Red Gate". the gate was heavily guarded and it was always closed. It was only opened when the soldiers relieved the sentry
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The ovarlock of the Xi'an City Wall
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