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TIGER-HEAD SHOES

Once upon a time a boatman, Yang Da, worked ha * —~-—¢ -~
the Golden River. One day, after he had taken an old woman to the oth
er side of the river, the granny gave him a picture as a gift. The picture
showed a prettv girl embroidering tiger-head shoes for children. Return-
ing home. Yang Da pasted the picture on the wali. To his surprise,
when night fell, the girl walked down from the picture and became his
wife. Every evening his wife jumped down from the wall and did house-
work for Yang Da. then before davbreak, she would go back to the
wall. A vear later. a son was born. and Yang Da named him Xiaohao. A
few vears passed, and the county magistrate learnt of the matter. He im-
mediately had his men grab the picture from Yang Da and hang it in his
room. However. the girl never walked down from the picture. Xiaobao
missed his mother very much. One day when he was sitting by the river
crving. he saw his mother’s “shadow” in the distance. The shadow told
Xiaobao that if he washed his tiger-head shoes in the river and went to
the magistrate’s home, he could rescue her. Xizobao nodded. Soon he
reached the magistrate’s home. When Xiaobao entered the magistrate’s
room. his motker came down from the picture and walked out of the
magisirate’s re~-lence. In great anger the magistrate had his men to stop
them with knives and swords, Xiaohao. following his mother’s direc-
tions. kicked at them with his tiger head shoes. Suddenly 1wo tigers
came irom the shoes and rushed toward the magistrate and his men. Fi-
nally the tigers drove the bad magistrate and s men into the moun-
tains. Xiaobao took his mother home and lived a happy life with his par-

ents. Later, tiger-head shoes spread far and wide among the peole.
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