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Aksu prefecture iIs located at the southern side of Tianshan
and the north edge of Talimu Basin. It covers an area of 132, 500
sgkm and has jurisdiction of Kuche, Xinhe, Shaya, Baicheng,
Wensu, Awati, Keping, Wushi and Aksu city. 16 regiment farms of
Xinjilang Production and Construction Corps are located within the
prefecture. There is a population of 1. 94 million in it. Aksu pre-
fecture enjoys beautiful scenery, abundant resources, rich agro

products and numerous well known person. It has been given
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another name of “Sai Wai Jiang Nan™ for its beautiful scenery and
bumper harvest.

The prefecture has an arable land of 7 million mu, forest land
of 74. 71 million mu, grassland of 53. 086 million mu and waste
land of 40 million mu (suitable for cultivation) . Rich water re-
sources involve 1298 glaciers, covering an area of 4098 sgkm
with water storage capacity of 214500 million cubic me-

ters. Talimu river flows across the whole prefecture. Annual water
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Red Sun Rises In The East



run off is 12700 million cubic meters; Water storage capacity
from underground water is 5100 million cubic meters and
hydro power resource is 3. 97 million Kw. The prefecture lies
at the bottom of Euriasia land and belongs to temperate
continental climate. Thanks to the long sun duration time, big
difference between day and night, various kinds of crops
grow well here. Agro products include cotton, rice, wheat,
rape, sugar beat, melons and fruits etc are well known na-
tionwide.

The prefecture enjoys rich mineral resources and has
nice ore dressing conditions. More than 20 kinds of minerals
iIncluding petroleum, coal, uranium, copper and iron etc have
been verified. Coal reserve capacity is 7000 million tons,
Limestone reserve capacity is 100000 million tons; Petroleum
reserve capacity is 170 million tons; Natural gas reserve ca-
pacity is 118500 million tons (making up 63% and 90% of
the total reserve capacity for petroleum and natural resources
respectively in Talimu Basin) .Some oil fields such as
Maimaili, Donghetang, Yakela, Yaha, Yangtak and Dawanguo
etc are located within the prefecture.

Aksu is an important throughfare on the ancient silk
road. Nice natural scenery and characteristic nationality style
have added beauty to it. Great Taklamagan Desert and
mysterious Tianshan scenery have made Aksu an important
tourist place of Xinjiang. Guici Ancient Kingdom —one of the
36 kingdoms in western area is located here. Kezier grottos
of Baicheng —one of the 4 largest grottos in China and Ku-
mutula grottos of Kuche are well known both at home and
abroad. The mysterious architectures and outstanding paint-
ings attract numerous torists from home and abroad for

sightseeing or study tour.

In recent years, Aksu has witnessed great changes in

economic construction and social undertakings by develop-
Ing big agriculture and relying on agiculture, coal and
petroleum resources. Thanks to the preferential policies of the
state to the western part, Aksu has been given an opportunity
for further development. This includes cotton base area con-
struction. Talimu petroleum and natural gas development, E-
huobulak coal mine and Kuche Thermal Power Plant con-
struction etc. South Xinjiang railway construction, Improve-
ment of No. 314 state highway and 139 global GSM digital
telecommunication system etc have greatly improved
telecommunication conditions and investment environment of
the prefecture.

In the “9th Five Year Plan” period, the prefecture will
follow the principles of Deng Xiaoping' s theory of building
socialism with China' s own characteristics and the party’ s
basic line as well as the important constructions made by
General Party Secretary Jiang Zemin in his inspection tour in
Xinjiang. It will carry out reform in a deep way, expand
opening to the outside world, seize up opportunity and de-
velop 4 important backbone trades involving grain, cotton,
animal husbandry anad township"ente-rprises. It will rely on a-
griculture and local resource advantages and attach an im-
portance to electrical power, coal, petroleum, chemicals, tex-
tile and construction materials production etc. The prefecture
will develop third industry and let the national economy de-
velop in a contineous, healthy and rapid way.

Aksu prefecture has great potentiality for further devel-
opment. Friends both from home and abroad are welcome to
join the economic and technical cooperation in the prefec-
ture.

You are welcome to Aksu!
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