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THE STORY OF THE HEILONG RIVER

Long, long ago, a white dragon lived in a river, often stirring
up trouble. One day, a young man with a black face came to an old
boatman and askéd to stay at his cottage. As a big eater, the young
man could eat as much food as for five strong men. In the evening,
the young man told the boatman:“I’m actually a black dragon. I plan
to drive the white dragon away for the people. Tomorrow I’ll go to
fight with the white dragon. During the fighfing, I need enough to
eat; otherwise 1 won’t have strength to beat the white dragon.
Could you please go to the eastern cliff tomorrow with many steamed
buns? When black water rises, you throw buns into the water; and
when white water goes up, you cast stones at it. ” Next day, the
boatman and his villagers went to the eastern cliff. When the two
dragons were locked in a fight, they threw either buns or stones into

- water. Gradually the white water column turned into mist and drift-

ed away. The black dragon defeated the white dragon and brought
bumper harvests to the people. To commemorate the black dragon,
the people named the river Heilong (Black Dragon) River.
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