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Views on the Beginning of the World
1. The Beginning of the World

At the time when Heaven and Earth are created, some
weightless, clear and subtle materials ascend in the air, thus
Heaven comes into being; and some weighty and turbid
materials agglutinate together, thus Earth comes into being.
Heaven and Earth cooperate with each other, thus various
things of the world are created. That can be known by
examining the alternation of the hot and cold seasons, the
movement of the sun and the moon and the alternation of day
and night. And that can be explained with the various shapes
and functions of a myriad of things. All things of the world
originate with the cooperation between Heaven and Earth,
and they all start to grow after they are separated from
Heaven and Earth. Knowing that all things are created with
the cooperation of Heaven and Earth, and that they all start
to grow after they are separated, the order of Heaven and
Earth can be maintained. When the order of Heaven and
Earth has been maintained, the truth of a myriad of things
can be mastered, and their shapes can be understood clearly
as well.

Heaven consists of nine parts and Earth consists of nine
prefectures. There are nine mountains, nine natural strategic
passes, nine big lakes, eight kinds of winds and six main

rivers all across the world.

EL Joog @

1smng N7 Jo uwniny pue Budg ayj

=
[--4
=
=
=
-
[—]
-
[
_=
e
=
Loed
[
e




| WSE Y AW

418

(- |

B LE? FREHX, HEA LK. RHFEEXR, KEE. L.

B, FUEBX, HEBE . F£4, $FEHXX, HEEL E.E.E

. HIHEKX, HERE 2.6, HHEHBK, KRR ..., fUE

[45%])

H2mFH? ET R HR, AL ERRA L. K, KF %

R, OLHERBRAE . S B, ALV ER,68HWEIRRAE .} . £4.

FMER . OLHERAEL B LA.TE, B AX, 06480 E

BAFRRE .S E, BFVRR,CLHERAA . F. BHMAKKX,



What are these nine parts of Heaven? The central part is
called “the even sky”, and the important stars of this part are
Jue (o of Virgo), Kang (a group of four stars also belonging
to Virgo) and Di (a group of four stars, including a, ¢, ¥ and
B of Libra). The eastern part is called “the blue sky”, and the
important stars of this part arc Fang (a group of four stars,
including =, p, 8 and B of Scorpio), Xin (a group of three
stars, including 6, a and ¢t of Scorpio) and Wei (a group of
nine stars also belonging to Scorpio). The northeast part is
called “the ever-changing sky”, and the important stars of
this part are Ji (a group of four stars belonging to
Sagittarius), Dou (a group of six stars also belonging to
Sagittarius) and Qian Niu (a group of stars belonging to
Capricornus). The northern part is called “the black sky”,
and the important stars of this part are Wu Nii (a group of
stars belonging to Water Bearer), Xu (a group of stars
including B of Water Bearer and « of Equuleus), Wei (a group
of three stars, including o« of Water Bearer, § and e of
Pegasus) and Ying Shi (a group of two stars, including o and
B of Pegasus). The northwest part is called “the dark sky”,
and the important stars of this part are Dong Bi (a group of
three stars, including v of Pegasus and a of Andromeda), Kui
(a group of sixteen stars, nine of which belong to Andromeda
and seven of which belong to Pisces) and Lou (a group of
three stars—a, and y of Aries). The western part is called
“the bright sky”, and the important stars of this part are Wei
(a group of three stars belonging to Aries), Mao (a group of

eight stars belonging to Taurus) and Bi (a group of stars also
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belonging to Taurus). The southwest part is called “the red
sky”, and the important stars of this part are Zi Xi (a group
of three stars belonging to Taurus), Shen (a group of seven
stars belonging to Orion) and Dong Jing (a group of eight
stars belonging to Gemini). The southern part is called “the
hot sky”, and the important stars of this part are Yu Gui (a
group of four stars belonging to Cancer), Liu (a group of
eight stars belonging to Hydra) and the Seven Stars (a group
of stars belonging to Capricornus). The southeast part is
called “the sunny sky”, and the important stars of this part
are Zhang (a group of six stars belonging to Hydra), Yi (a
group of twenty-two stars belonging to Hydra and Crater)
and Zhen (a group of four stars, including 8, v, 8 and ¢ of
Corvus).

What are these nine prefectures? The area between the
Yellow River and the Han River is called “Yu Zhou”, and it
belongs to the royal family of the Zhou Dynasty. The area
between the Qing River and the Xi River is called “Ji Zhou”,
and it belongs to the state of Jin. The area between the
Yellow River aﬂd the Ji River is called “Yan Zhou”, and it
belongs to the state of Wei. The prefecture located in the east
is called “Qing Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Qi. The
prefecture south of the Si River is called “Xu Zhou”, and it
belongs to the state of Lu. The prefecture located in the
southeast is called “Yang Zhou”, and it belongs to the state
of Yue. The prefecture located in the south is called “Jing
Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Chu. The prefecture

located in the west is called “Yong Zhou”, and it belongs to
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the state of Qin. The prefecture located in the north is called
“You Zhou”, and it belongs to the state of Yan.

What are these nine huge mountains? They are Kuai Ji
Mountain, Tai Mountain, Wang Wu Mountain, Shou Yang
Mountain, Tai Hua Mountain, Qi Mountain, Tai Hang
Mountain, Yang Chang Mountain and Meng Men Mountain.

What are these nine natural strategic passes? They are
Da Fen, Ming Ai, Jing Ruan, Fang Cheng, Xiao, Jing Xing,
Ling Ci, Gou Zhu and Ju Yong.

What are these nine great lakes? They are the Ju Qu
Lake of the state of Wu, the Yun Meng Lake of the state of
Chu, the Yang Hua Lake of the state of Qin, the Da Lu Lake
of the state of Jin, the Pu Tian Lake of the state of Liang, the
Meng Zhu Lake of the state of Song, the Hai Yu Lake of the
state of Qi, the Ju Lu Lake of the state of Zhao and the Da
Zhao Lake of the state of Yan.

What are the eight different kinds of winds? The
northeasterly is called Yan Feng ( which means very hot
wind). The easterly is called Tao Feng (which means strong
wind originating from the sea). The southeasterly is called
Xun Feng (which means gentle wind). The southerly is
called Ju Feng ( which means very heavy wind). The
southwesterly is called Qi Feng (which means very sharp and
unmerciful wind). The westerly is called Liu Feng (which
means harmfully heavy and sharp wind). The northwesterly
is called Li Feng (which means bitterly sharp wind). And the
northerly is called Han Feng (which means fiercely chilly

wind).
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What are these six big rivers? They are the Yellow
River, the Red River, the Liao River, the Black River, the
Yangtze River and the Huai River.

Within the Four Seas, the total land spans twenty-eight
thousand /i from east to west and twenty-six thousand /7 from
north to south. The length of all the watercourses is eight
thousand /i and the total sum of all the river lengths is also
eight thousand [/i. There are also six great basins, six
hundred famous rivers, three thousand inland rivers and tens
of thousands of small rivers.

Within the Four Poles, the world spans five hundred
million and ninety—séven thousand /i from east to west, and it
spans five hundred million and ninety-seven thousand /i from
north to south as well.

The polar star is moving along with the sky, but the
North Pole of the sky does not change its place at all.

On the day of the Winter Solstice, the sun moves to the
aphelion, passes the four poles of the sky by turns and at that
time, the North Pole receives almost no sunlight. On the day
of the Summer Solstice, the sun moves to the perihelion, and
at noon it is directly above our heads in the middle of the sky.
The North Pole is bright around the clock, but the South
Pole is dark in the meantime. The white people live right at
the centre of the world, under the God Tree. They leave no
shadows at noon, and there is no echo when they shout
loudly.

The relationship between Heaven, Earth and a myriad of

things of the world is just like the component parts of the
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