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Biography

Lin Decai was born in Nanhai County, Guangdong Province in 1948. He is member of the Chinese
Arts & Crafts Association, Guangdong Artists Association, president of the Guangzhou Workers’ Arts
Society, appointed artist at the Guangzhou Painting Academy, Guangzhou Art Gallery and sculpture
designer of the Jade Carving Factory.

He has been engaged in jade sculpture design and the creation of Chinese painting for a long time.
His flower-and-bird paintings have been selected for many national and provincial art exhibitions and
competitions. His representative painting, “Good News to the Farmer’s House”, was awarded the second
prize at the Chinese Painting National Cup Contest in 1988, “Spring Mud™ won the silver medal at the
Four Seasons Painting Exhibition and “Autumn Pond™ gained the third prize at the First National Chinese
Painting Exhibition. For many years, his works have been frequently exhibited in Japan, U.S.A., Canada,
South Korea, Germany, Brazil, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau. He has also staged his solo
painting exhibitions in Taipei, Hong Kong, Singapore, Guangzhou and Beijing. In recent years, his
paintings were selected for many autions of Chinese fine works of art. His publications include “Painting

Album of Lin Decai™ and “Flower-and-Bird Paintings by Lin Decai™.
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Preface

Flower and birds, as a part of nature, have become
the objects of painting as early as the ancient age. Its
gradual emergence as a distinct genre of paintings,
however, is the consequence of the development and
progress of social productivity and the rise o'f living
standards. Tang and-Song dynasties were the periods
when Chinese flower-and-bird painting prospered, and
the meticulous flower-and-bird painting of the Song
Dynasty may be regarded as the first peak of the genre
in Chinese art history. After the Yuan and Ming
dynasties, the ink-and-wash expressionist style had
become the mainstream approach of flower-and-bird
painting; more emphasis was placed on the charm of the
brushwork and the vision exhibited on the canvas. It
then reached the second peak of the genre in the 19th
and 20th centuries, in which Qing masters such as Bada
Shanren, Xu Gu, Ren Bonian, Wu Changshuo, modern
masters such as Qi Baishi, Pan Tianshou and Lingnan
masters such as Gao Qifeng and Zhao Shaoang are the
representative artists. They have pushed the limits of the
brushwork, techniques, form of composition of the
genre to the extreme and exerted an immense impact on
future painters. Despite the number of talents emerging
and their efforts in exploring new horizons, the difficulty
of surpassing the achievements of the past master in this

area is tremendous.

I am glad that 1 have discovered an artist in
Guangdong in recent years: Lin Decai, who has finally
broken free the shackles of the ancient with his own in-
born talent and painstaking efforts by originating a new
school of pastoral flower-and-bird painting. A persistent
approach of seeking inspiration from daily life, seeing
the world from a grain of sand, and cultivation of skills
and unique esthetic consciousness have made his works
fresh and touching, which is already quite an
achievement. But more important is that he is able to
surmount peak after peak with a pioneering spirit. He is
also an enterprising painter who is not deterred in face
of the lonely and bumpy road to art. That is the most
valuable feature of an artist and that is why Mr. Lin has
gained more and more acclaim and support from both
the art circle and collectors.

Now that his album, “Flower-and-Bird Paintings by
Lin Decai”, has published, I would like to take this
occasion to recommend it to the public. 1 hope all of
you could share the joys of Mr. Lin's latest
achievements. May Mr. Lin make even greater

contributions to the genre in the future!

Kwok Ho-mun
Wan Fung Art Gallery
December 18. 1994
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