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FOREWORD

Laoshan Mountains, the chief
peak of which is 1133 metres
high, lies in the near east of Qing-
dao and covers an area about 386
square kilometrer.

The Qi Annals says® “High as
the Taishan Mountain s, it is
inferior to Laoshan.” Being located
closely by the sea, Laoshan has a
lot of merits that any intand
mountain lacks. In addition to its
“nine-thousand-metre-high  peaks
and ten-thousand-branch-like preci-
pices”, wonderful shaped rocks,
transparent  springs and curling
streamlets, there are marvellously
changing clouds and mists, with
the sea lights and mountain colours
shining and reflecting ane another,
making a succession of scenes
that are both magnificent and
attractive. Laoshan has been histor-
ically one of the main sites of
Tacism. In its prime days as was
reported, there have been nine
palaces and eight temples and
saventy-two nunneries altogether,
of which the two Palaces Taiping
{Supreme Peace} and Taiqing {Sup-
reme Tranguillity) have a long
history over a thousand vears
and are still thriving. The famous
monk Han Shan here in front of
the Taiging Palace had built the
Hai-in (Sea Print) Temple, and the
famous Taoists Qiu Chang-chun
Zhang San-Feng, Xu Fuyang, Liu
Zhijian, Liu Ruo-zhou and others
had all here lived their monastic
lives. Among the beautiful valleys
and waters there are abundant falk

tales and legends Anciently, Lao-
shan was deemed as ““the dwelling
of fairies and the home of Super-
natural powers’, because of its
secludedness and unaccessibleness,
and thus strongly attracted people's
imagination. The Emperor | of Qin
once climbed east Laoshan looking
for the fairyland Penglai. The Book
of Han Dynasty also wrote, “In
the fourth year of Taichu, Han
Wu Di the Emperor came to Buqi-
xhan {Lacshan) to worship god in
Jao-men Palace. Another Emperor,
Tang Xuanzung sent his messengers
here for making immortal drugs
and changed the name of the
mountain into Futang, meaning’’
to give help to Tang Dynasty'’.
Li Bai, the great poet, thus wrote,
“1 took the purple clouds of
Laoshan as my meals when east
on the sea”. Pu Songling, the
writer of Liaozhai, a collection of
short fairy and ghost stories, tived
in Laoshan for a periad of time and
took for his writing materials many
Laoshan tales. Many celebrated
personages of Qing Dynasty, includ-
ing the thinker Gu Yanwu, the
writer Wang Yuwang, the leader
of the reformists in recent history
of China, Kang You-wei, all left
their poems any efssays graved on
stones in Lacshan,

Aside from numerous scenic
spots and historical relics, Laoshan
is also rich in plant and animal
resources and other products. So
far as plants are concerned, one can
meet here huge Chinese cypress,

gingkoes, evergreens of Han, Tang,
Songand Yuan dynasties and strange
flowers and grasses no less than a
thousand kinds. Laoshan mineral
waters are best sellers home and
abroad. The Qingdao beer and
Laoshan soft drink made of these
waters are of especially high re-
putation, Qther specialities such as
abaiones, sea cucumbers, mush-
rooms, fistlike vegetable and curd-
milk, are all greatly enjoyed for
their seff-owned taste. The Yang
Ko Bay green stone, known as
"Undersea emerald”, may be used
for exquisite artistic articles. The
Laoshan granite is famed for its
brightness and hardness. The Mem-
orial Monument of People’s Heroes
standing in the Tian An Men
Square may act as its sample.

Old Laoshan is now greeting
native and foreign visitors with its
more and more beautiful image.
In order to give them and those
friends who are interested in
its exploitation a general know-
ledge about its scenery, products,
relics, manners and legends, we
here edit this phamphlet and offer
it to the public. We would be much
delighted if it might be of some
benefits to our honourable guests.
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