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A Golfing Journey Through China

By Robin Moyer and Jerome Zhang

That golf is royal and ancient is undeniable. Horse
racing may be the sport of kings, bur golf was the
favorite game of Mary, Queen of Scors, and it is the
Scots who have always assumed its invention. But
there are pretenders to the throne. For centuries
Fresian Dutch have asserted that they introduced the
Scors to stick and ball game called 4o/f. The French
also lay claim to the invention of the game, based
on the discovery of a picture in a 15th century book
showing men outside a chateau in the Loire Valley
playing a game called pallemail.

A strong case for its origin has been made by
Professor Ling Hongling of Norchwest Normal

University in Lanzhou, Gansu Province, who writes

AGOLFING JOURNEY THIROUGH CHINA

that golf was invented during the unsetdled period
between the end of the Tang Dynasty (907 AD) and the
beginning of the Song (960 AD). Citing the Dongxuan
Records, written during the Song Dynasty somewhere
between 960 AD and 1279 AD, he exposits that
chuiwan, or “hit ball,” was a game played by noblemen
wherein a ball was knocked into a hole employing
jewel-encrusted clubs thar look strikingly like modern
golf clubs. Despite the relentless assault on its lineage,
the holders of the current throne who reside at the
headquarters of the Royal & Ancient Golf Club at St.
Andrews in Scotland seem unruffled (more or less).

For more than a year, we have been traveling

across the vastness of China in search of the country’s
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Foreword 7

grear golf courses and have discovered none from the
aforementioned ancient time. But we are interested in
golf as it exists in China today and leave its origins to
the academics.

From Beijing to Lijiang, from Nanjing to
Xinjiang—North, South, East, West, and in
berween—we have been searching for golfing
excellence, for courses and clubs that display the
current state of modern golf at its best on the
mainland. We logged more than 40,000 miles in the
air and countless miles by road as we visited nearly a
third of China’s 217 golf destinations.

Wherever golf was first played, its popularity in
modern China goes back but a couple of decades. And
in a way, this is fortunate. It has a clean slate on which
to write its own current accounts, to create its own
wradition, both in the playing of the game and in the

tees, fairw;

and greens where the game is played.

Golf will persist in China: It will grow and prosper.
That is the nature of the game. Once a golfer becomes
a player, he has the game for life.

We were surprised. encouraged, and, we may
as well say so, occasionally disappointed by what we
found down the fairways. We found some great golf
courses on ordinary land and some very ordinary rracks
on stunning landscapes. We found them in the cities,
in the suburbs, in the hinterlands, in the desert, in the
mountains, and by the sea. We found newly opened

golf clubs that embraced the game as if they had

been around for centurics and older clubs that quite
obviously have never understood what the game is all
about. We found immaculate greens and fairways and.
alas, course conditions not much berter than paddy
fields. All that was expected. After all is said and done,
golfis whatever you make of i, for better or worse,
richer or poarer, drought or deluge. As China’s golfers
mature, they will be the ultimate judges of which golf

courses are great. As China’s golf marures, the dross
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will fall by the wayside and the gold will shine.

The art of designing and building golf courses
has made quantum leaps since the doldrums of the
1950s, and we golfers have never had it betrer. With
a newfound appreciation for the work of the old
masters, course architecture has come full circle—a
revolution of sorts.

China has been able to take advantage of this
by employing not only experienced architects, but
also professional construction crews, the best shapers,
irrigation specialists, and experienced management
teams. They build courses ro international standards,
and they build them to last. Barring catastrophic
changes on our planet, some of China’s grear golf
courses will be around for hundreds of years to come,
just like the great game itself.

We love looking at what the architects bring
to the table. Artists every one, each has a unique and
personal vision of what makes a great hole, a great
layout. Each is determined to create a course that

while allowing

provides challenge for the best player:
those of lesser skills to enjoy their mornings in the
sun. To achieve this end. some have been given near
perfect sites, their task simply to find the golf course
thar has been hidden away in the natural contours of
the land, merely placing tees and greens, letting all the
rest fall into place. Others, given a flat canvas on which
to work, have shaped dream landscapes, bulldozing
millions of cubic meters of muck to achieve their vision.
We finally chose twenty-seven locations for
inclusion in our book—46.5 courses, 837 holes
of golf, almost 200 miles of fairways, much of this
designed by some of the best archirects in the world
and some by unsung local heroes.
The prolific team of Lee Schmide and Brian
Curley have the most golf courses in our book, mainly
by dint of serving as the shadow architects for the

massive faciliry at Mission Hills, designing competent
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layouts for players like Annika Sorenstam, Ernie Els,
Vijay Singh, Jumbo Ozaki, David Duval, David
Leadbetter, and José Marfa Olazdbal to sign their names
to. Jack Nicklaus contributes five of his hest ac Mission
Hills, Chung Shan, Pine Valley, Spring City, and
Shanghai Links; Neil Haworth weighs in with inspiring
courses at Sheshan and Jade Dragon Snow Mountain,
as does his partner, Brett Mogg, ar Suzhou Sunlsland.

Robert Trent Jones, Jr., who has been designing

by home-grown ralent. Tiger Beach in Shandong

was lovingly created by Beta Soong, a self-described

duffer bur clearly a visionary as well. Hao Jianbiao
contributed two layouts for the Taiwei group, one in

Beijing and the other in the hills outside Hohhar in

A most inreres

Inner Mongol ing and understated

design project is still in transition, the 54 holes at
Beijing Country Club, from whose driving range came

the aforementioned Hou. Finally, if anyone knows

courses in Asia for nearly forty years, gives us Yalong

Bay in Hainan, Trans Strait in Fuzhou and Spring
City; Nick Faldo credits the work of lead archirecrs Lee
Schmide at Mission Hills and Brit Stenson at Lakeview.

Graham Marsh designed two nice tracks—one at

Boao in Hainan and the other at Huatang in Beijing;
Gary Player contributed two fine layouts at the only
purely public golf facility in China, at Kau Sai Chau
in Hong Kong, which is a model for the future of golf

in China

f young talent is to be found and nurtured.
Greg Norman has one monster of a course at Mission
Hills, and Jim Engh has two gems at Hillview. The first
course in modern China, at Chung Shan Hor Spring,
was designed by Arnold Palmer.

Several of our selections have been designed

A GOLFING JOURNEY THROUGH CHINA

who the mysterious “Golden Louise” is, purportedly
the author of Guilin Merryland. please come forward.
Some of our featured courses are lesser known,
humble tracks that don’t (over)promore themselves,
bur they are inspiring places to play. They are courses
where there is much to be learned by the players
who will embrace them, play them, study them, and
perhaps come to love them. Some are not designed as
“championship” courses (whatever that means) nor
necessarily the best-condirioned courses, bur they share
a single important characteristic: They “lend themselves

to golf,” a

s Mr. Palmer once memorably put it. Our
main criterion for selecting the fine courses for our book
was simple: Could we recommend them to our friends?

We also found an enthus

m for the game in
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Foreward J¥ /7

China that is growing by leaps and bounds. Again,
the country is lucky to come late to the game.
Twenty-two years since Chung Shan, more than
200 golf facilities and almost 300 courses later, some
estimates put the number of golfers in China carly
in our century at around a million. It will take rime,
but the opportunity is there to build a core group of
sophisticated players who will make contributions to
the game all over the world. .

Every golfer has been a novice, of course,
and some more than once in their golfing carcers as
they rediscovered the game after a long hiarus. In
time, the novice golfer will either leave the game in
frustration. taking up tennis, ping-pong, or some other
small-ball sport, or he will graduate to a new level. That
is the nature of the game. No longer will he show up
at your club with the latest 575¢c rurbo-blaster driver
and a designer bag full of gold-plated irons. (Perhaps
we should call them golds.) No longer will he wander
aimlessly across the fairway from his golf cart toward
his ball; only to discover he has the wrong club, shout
loudly at the caddy—heard two counties away—take
twelve practice swings, digging turf an each one, thin
the ball 50 yards ahead into a hazard, stride forward,
dig our another ball, drop on the far side, hit it
aimlessly toward the green, spend ren minutes looking
in the hazard for the second-hand ball he bought from
an urchin beside the third fairway, plumb-bob his two-
foorer, stand next to the flag charting on his cell phone,
drop his cigarette butt on the green before scraping his

feet across the purting surface, oblivious to the steam

coming out the ears of the group waiting in the fairway
behind him. In time, one hopes, this sort of golfer will
leave the game for other, less demanding, and more
leisurely pursuits. Anyone for sunbathing, or croquet?
Those who do graduate to the next level in the

game will be transformed men and women. He or she

may not yet sport a single-figure handicap, and may

AGOLFING JOURNEY THROUGH CHINA
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never, for that marter, bur this golfer has embraced the
game. He has found a swing and occasionally hits the
sweet spot. He walks briskly between shots. He never
moves his ball. He calls penalties on himself when no
one else is looking, even when playing alone. He knows
the difference berween bent and Bermuda, fescue and
paspallum. His bag has become lighter and smaller, and
he enjoys lugging it down the fairways. He arrives at
the club an hour early, and warms up slowly, looking
for the elusive rhythm of the day. He spends a few
minutes chipping and putting before heading to the
first tee, ten minutes before his tee time. While waiting
for the rest of his group to arrive he amuses himself
by manufacruring little cur shots near the first tee. His
four-ball plays a round in less than four hours.

He often goes our alone. He has played a full
18 holes in under two hours—he reed off after work,
intending to play nine, burt picked up his pace and
managed to finish in the gloaming, playing some of
his best golf in the process. His swing is becoming
sound, repeatable. He sees a pro once every few months
and spends the next few months practicing what he
learned. Though he may occasionally glance at the

odd instructional article, he has stopped buying golf

magazines and is instead filling the shelves of his library
with thick and thin hardback volumes by Bernard
Darwin, Donald Ross, Alister MacKenzie, and Geoffrey
Cornish. His shelves contain biographies of Hogan,
Nelson, Vardon, and Palmer. Nicklaus By Design is on
his coffee table, Bobby Jones's Down the Fairway is on
his nightstand, and Hogan's Five Lessons is his bible.
The next golfers on the tee are the future of
golf in China. They will introduce the game to their
children. They will determine which courses are the
great golf courses of China as they will gravirate to
them, and the clubs will benefit from their presence.
They will write the history of golf in China. They will

be the tradition. And they will lend themselves to golf.
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The Ideal Golf Course

By Robert Hunter
Ex

Nearly eighty years ago, Robert Hunter published an
extraordinary piece of work—a classic gem from the
literature that has accumulated around the game of golf.
“The Ideal Golf Course,” appeared in The American
Golfer, an extinct but once-formidable monthly

magazine. In it Hunter distilled a lifetime’s learning as

to all that would comprise the perfect playing field—a
single course that would be different things at different
times for all of a golfer’s life, but never less than the
best that could be. Perhaps some day someone will
pen a similar paean to a golf course in China. Here we
reproduce Hunter’s marvelous rumination:

In writing of the ideal golf course one must
assume, for instance, that for the lover of this sport the
ideal course will never lose its charm; that it will ahways
present to him interesting problems; and that his delight
in it will increase no matter how often nor for how many
years he plays it. We must assume that it will test and
discipline him in the slashing days of bis youth; that it
will thrill and defy him in the days of his mastery; and
that it will still afford him real pleasure 1o the last green
on the last day.

It must certainly be a course which the champions
will respect and this cannot be unless it is to call forth
their finest effort. It must be a real test of their skill and
if there is a weakness in their repertoire of strokes it shall
wncover their short comings. On the other hand ir must
give enjoyment to those of lesser skill and of minor talent;
and above all it must awaken interest in the youth and
lead him to develop the best that is in him. It will indecd
reward power; bur only when that power is controlled
and precisely used.

The ideal course shall be this and yet move. It

cerpt from The American Golfer, January 1927

will regard those of limited strength and those whose
vigor is passing. For the latter, it will always hold out the
_joyous opportunity to play those more cultivated strokes
which years on the green have refined and which do not
depend on mere power. 1 know well rwo great champions
af earlier years who cannot now always carry a hazard
one hundred yards from the tee, bur who still play the
game and have shots i their bag which Hagen and Jones
would view with envy. On my ideal course these shall not
be denied nor yet humiliated.

My ideal course shall be on comparazively flat
sandy soil amongst hillocks and hollows and preferably
by the sea. It shall lie at the border of my garden or, if it
must be, down a very short lane. It should have—and
this is too much to ask and not essential—the sunny,
even climate and glovious view of mountains and of sea
such as we have here ar Pebble Beach. And yet while this
most satisfying course calls for fine golf, it is not my ideal,
although it is surely the most beautiful in the world.

The one so much desived shall be clothed in a
fine velvety turfand thar of the greens shall hardly be
distinguishable from that of the tees and fairways. Indecd

it shall be di

cult to define where the greens begin and
the fairways end. Tees, fairways, and greens shall be very
like the country all about except that near the hole we
shall find many subtle hollows and slopes besprinkled
here and there with sandy depressions. There shall be no
obvious erections or ridges, no embankments or rerraces,
but the ground shall be seulpted in gentle, flowing lines
as if the wind had played upon it and tumbled ir about
befare the turf had bound it down.

Throughout the fairways, there shall be other

hazards but these shall be scattered about devoid of
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