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1, A SECRET TREASURE

There may be a hundred million dollars worth of treasure
waiting — just waiﬁng off the coast of *Corsica — for
someone with the nerve and the equipment to find it. The
treasure, consisting of gold, precious siones and works of
art, was stolen by the German General *Rommel’s troops in
Africa during World War II. How it came to be sunk un-
«der 20 fathoms iz one of the strangest stories of the war.

The journey of Rommel’s treasure began with an order
from Hitler to deliver the fortune to Berlin. In September
1943, the iooted Jewish wealth, packed in six great cases,‘
left for Berlin by way of Italy. It would be difficult; the
Italian mainland was under heavy fire, but the treasure was
well guarded by four of Hitler’s best *Afrika Korps: officers.
Hitler had assigned them personglly. It would be only a
matter of time before the treasure slipped safely into Ger-
tany. There would be no mistakes.

Following orders, Captain Dal, officer in charge of the
expedition, set out for Berlin by land. Soon after, it became
®bvious to the officers that if they proceeded on further

Corsica n. (BE)BEES
Rommel ['ro:msl] [B%/R, BEEEHER
Afrika Korps JEMEH




up the Italian Peninsula, they would lose the treasure and
their lives. An alternate plan was proposed and accepted.

They would continue their journey by water, under cover

of darkness.

The decision made, there remained but two obstacles
to immediate departure — a boat and a crew. The former
was found and placed a: the disposal of Captain Dal and
the latter acquired in the persons of a Peter Fleig and an
unidentified sailor. Fleig, a Czech sailor of unimpressive back~
ground and little accomplishment, survived, alone, to trace
the history of a strange burial at sea —- the burial of a fortune
that, *but for his memory, would have remained forgotten.

September 15, 1943: According to ihe new plan, Captain
Dal, his officers, crew, and the looted treasure moved into
the Mediterranean under cover of darkness, destination, Cor-
sica. On the following morning, they sighted the island
but were seen by allied fighters. Captain Dal was forced
to seek safety in the deserted *estuary of the Golo River, 13-
miles south of Bastia.

After *camouflaging the boat, Dal and his party hid,
heping that enemy activity would die down. It became
greater. Dal and his fellow officers felt it would be im-

possible to get the treasure to Berlin in safety, and, on

but for=if it had not been for
estuary ['estjueri] n. HOIEE
camouflage v, {h3
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their own initative, acting without orders, the four officers
submerged the treasure until such time as it could be recover-
ed safely. On the night of September 17, the great cases:
were lowered into the Mediterranean.

The precise spot of the submerging  was known only
to the four officers. Fleig reasoned that it was two to three
miles offshore from the mouth of the Golo River. As the
cases were lowered, he saw through the darkness two lights,
one red, one white. They were in direct line with each other.
The officers *took soundings; the treasure lay between 116
and 136 feet below the surface. To aid in future recovery, a
buoy with 30 feet of cable was attached to each case.

On the following day, September 18, Dal picked up 2
convoy sailing for Italy. Arriving at Spezia, he reported his
action. The report was cabled to Hitler, who was furious!
Qutraged at Dal’s action and the loss of the treasure, Hitler
ordered the immediate *court-martial of the four officers.
They were tried and executed.

Fleig and his fellow sailor wer¢ absolved of blame
and released. Fleig was later wounded and the other sailor
killed in‘action. Of the group of officers and sailors assigned.
to deliver Rommel’s. secret treasure; Fleig alone remained

alive.

take soundings, {T#E/KEEME

Court-martial; a trial before a military court
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1946: The war and an injury behind him, Peter Fleig
came to rdalize that perhaps he might be the only living
being who knew precisely the details concerning the *Axis.
treasure buried underwa‘er for four years. He confided his
story to a friend, Heinz Binder, an experienced diver, and
the two of them decided :hey would need assistants. They
chose Walter Simmon, a Czech, age 27, and Gunter Sengler,
a German, age 20.

Prepanations were made and the transportation of gear
from Bremen to Spezia arranged. By the spring of 1948,
arrangements were complete. Now, if visas could be obtained
from the French authorities to travel to Corsica, nothing lay
between Fleig and the treasure but 116 to 136 feet of blue
Mediterranean. However, it was still difficult for a German
to obtain a visa at that time, and the group decided that Fleig
should apply first because he was a Czech. If his application
went through, then the other three would apply at various con-
- sulates over a period of a few days.

May 1948: Peter Fleig applied to the French *Consulate
in Stuttgart for a visa. Why should a young Czech wish
to go to Corsica? Suspicion was aroused. Fleig was vague.
Under iniense questioning, the story came out. It created a

sensation in French governmental circles.

Aixis  HLOE GEFEZREFRARPRE, B2 5 H)
Consulate ['konsjulit] n. 4584y
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July:. An official and secret search was initiated. The
TFrench Ministry. of Finance voted a million francs to back the
venture. 'Rudolphe Loebenberg, director of *a marine sakvage
company in Bastia, was chosen to direct the opemtion.

August 1948: Fleig arrived in Marseillés from Germany
on Auvgust 18 under armed guard and sailed that same day.

Arriving in Ajaccio, cépital of Corsica, Fleig was taken by
bus over the mountains to Bastia. On August 23, he left Bastia
to inspect the search area. The beacons had been destroyed.
No sign of them remained, but their exact positions were known.
Loebenberg, acting on Fleig’s information, caléulated an *‘area
.of probability.” The treasure should be found somewhere in
that 1.5 mile area.

-“Fleig, Loebenberg, a police officer named Andre Sanguine-
#ti; 4 pilot, and two-German *POW'’s prepared for the first dive
.on August 30. For twelve days in succession they explafed the
“area of probability” and found nothing. Disappointed, but
unwilling to give up, they postponed further ‘search until the
following summer. o

The million francs provided by France had *all but been
-exhaustéd’ in the first dive. However, there was some reason
t6 believe the gtant might be renewed before the following

summer. -

a marine salvage company #§ LiTHA
pow=prisoner of war &%
all but; almost, nearly



Over a period of months that followed the August search
for the secret treasure, a series of strange and confusing incidents

occurred. Then, on October 5, Fleig was accused, and in due-

time tried and sentenced, to two months in jail for stealing a

camera from Loebenberg. Exit Peter Fleig from any future:

treasure hunt sponsored by the French government!

After his release from prison, Fleig vanished. Later it
was learned that Fleig had been picked up by Marseilles hood-
lums who had heard -of the treasure. In exchange for his
help, they werc prepared to offer him a much larger share
of the treasure than had the French government. Fleig re-
fused, and went into hiding. Nothing has been heard of him
since.

The complete disappearance of Fleig and France’s unexpla-
ined loss of interest in the treasure hunt has provoked questions
for which we have no answers.

There have been other dives for the secret treasure since-
August 1948, but still the treasure remains in secret silence,.

waiting.

2. NEEDED: CCLONISTS FOR SPACE

We always expect that exploration will be followed by

exploitaion—that is, that discovery will be followed by the use

of whatever is discovered. We have seen such a situation occur
again and again whenever new countries have been explored.
A few men went out and found new territory; after them came:
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a few trappers, hunters, and miners. These men paved the way
for the real pioneers, who came to settle and to colonize. Finally
‘there was a weil-settled land to which anyone could come to
find a safe living. . v
Maybe use will be made of the plancts after they have
been thoroughly explored. If that does happen, the exploitation
will be different in 2 number of ways from what it has always
been in the past. The pioneer, *{ronti¢rsman, and settler we
know from history will not have a chance to participate.
Remember that most eatly settlers were poor, sometimes
persecuted pecple, that was the reason they left their homelands.
"Those who held wealth and power ‘were content to stay where
they were. Howaever, before an individual can go into space,
‘he must have enough money to pay for the trip and the supplies
he will need. A few thousand dollars will be required in order
té reach the moon, and tens of thousands to reach other planets.
If-a nvan has thaf much money, lie ‘can probably invest it quite
profitably in a business on Earth; he will probably not feel
any necessity for going to the moon. ; T
"*/*There is another drawback: even if a man has the money

~and wants to g0, he will have a hard time getting there. Because

.of the expense of Building rocketships there will not be many of
them, and ‘those that do exist will belong to the government or

R . =
[

frontiersman n. a man living onthe border between settled
-and wild country, especially that in the U.S. in the. past.
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to a few big corporations, not to individuals. Anyone who wants
to make a space trip will have to be valuable, either to the go-
vernment or to a business.

The physical qualifications will be rigorous, and candidates
for space travel will be expected to have a high level of scientific
training or special skills that will be of use on the other worlds.

Obviously, not many of the old-fashioned pioneers would have
fulfilled these qualifications.

Since very few men will qualify for space travel or for
settling on other planets, we cannot expect a rapid spread of
men through space. There will be nothing like the rush to settle
the old West in the United States. There will be only a few who
will be sent to the other planets. These men and women will
go out into space to stay for years since that will be cheaper
than transporting them back and forth. Because science will
want to study the other worlds fully, many of these people
will be members of scientific teams engaged in studies that

will take them years to finish. It is from these people and their
children that colonies might grow up in time.

Such settlements can grow—if there is a way for people
to live on other planets, either without supplies from Earth or
by the settlers’ being able to provide something to trade with
Earth. In the old days, the miners and trappers who opened

up new lands had furs and metals to trade for the supplies they
needed, and could even carry these trade goods on their backs.

if necessary. Perhaps there will be valuable materials on Mars,
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*Venus, or the moon. If so, they will have to be very valuable
indeed to justify the high cost of transporting them back to
Earth by spaceships even pure gold might not be worth the
expense,

The new territories, then, will probably have to supply
all the colonists’ needs. Everything that can be found or made
there will have to be used. On the moon, this might mean
digging into its surface, mining rock that will supply water and
air and growing plants in *hydroponic tanks. Because of the
power that can be obtained from sunlight, much can be done to.
make the moon self-supporting.

° On Mars many conditions are similar to those on Earth,,
and the job of living on that planet may be somewhat easier..
There the settlers will probably begin with airtight buildings
made of some kind of plastic—perhaps even supported by in-
flated sections just as small swimming pools are today. In time
it may prove simpler to put a big transparent plastic dome over
the whole group of houses in order to hold in breathable air.
The oxygen the people will need may already be in the atmos-
phere, even though we can find no sign of it. In that fcase,~
perhaps it ‘could be compressed for breathing. That failing,
the oxygen could be separated from water. There is very little
water on Mérs, but the small amount that freezes each winter

Venus [vines] n. 48 .
hydroponic tank M¥IEHM, KRE



‘to form the cap around each pole could be collected and used.
Growing food on Mars would not be too difficult. There is a
.good prospect that our plants could be grown in Martian soil,
_provided hothouses are covercd with transparent plastic to
protect the plants from the extreme temperature changes.

Settlers on the planet could then obtain their own food,
air, water, and ciothing from plant fibers. Perhaps they could
even find enough metallic ores for the tools and machines they
would need. Power would probably have to come from one of
the small atomic power plants that are already being designed.
In time the space out:osts could become seli-sufficient.

It is certain that, at first, people in the planetary outpo:ts
‘will keep talking about the day when they will go back to Earth.
But children born in the space coionies will grow up regarding
them as home: cventually they will probably abandon the idea
of returning to Earth. After a few generations they will consider
themselves citizens of the world they are on. They might not
-even be happy or physically coinfortable if they did someday
-return to Earth.

There will be very few trips between planets, probably,
‘but the inhabitants of other worlds will not be completely isola-
.ted from Earth. Radio waves can cover the distance to Mars
‘very easily. Discoveries made by the colonists will be reported
‘back to Earth, and what is learned on this world will help the
ssettlers there, providing advantages for all of us.

There will be no covered wagons or gold rushes in space,

io0
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but the new pioneers will do without them. Someday men will
ook into the heavens with the warm feeling that there are-
friends and neighbors up there.

3. MAN IN A HOSTILE LAND

The Eskimos believe that a human being is made up of a-
body, a soul, and a name, and is not complete unless it has alt
three. This belief has a great effect on the Eskimo’s daily life-
and runs like a golden thread through the Eskimo culture.

As for the soul of man, the Eskimos do not claim to know-
exactly what it is—but then, who does? They see it, however,
as the beginning of life, the initiator of all act1v1t1es within a.
being, and the energy without which life cannot continue.

. An Eskimo’s name is believed to have a life of its own..
It combines all the good qualities and talents of all the 'person‘“
who bave been called by it. One may 1magme it as a pracession:
of ancestors stretching into the dim past and surroundmg the
present bearer of the name with a sort of magic protective.
*aura. , )
‘Many Eskinies believe that ,'a newborn baby eﬁeé because
it wants its name and will not be complete until it gets it. Imme--
diately after a birth the angakok (medlcme man) or sonie wise
eiders of the tribe gather to mame the child. . The name that

aura ['o:ra] n. a faintly shmmg shadow that some people:
claim to see surrounding the human body
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is selected must be the name of someone who has died recenﬁy.
The choice may in some cases call for much conjuring and sooth-
saying, and in other cases be self-evident. When 11y son was
born, everyone realized that it was his great-grandfather, Mequ-
saq, who had died a few months before, who had bezin reborn
in hitm. The newborn infant had a slight squint in the very
same eye that old Mequsaq had lost to the cannibals in Ballin
Land. This was taken as a sign from the name spirit that the
baby should be called Mequsagq.

When, in 1927, I returned to Thule for a visit, T found
that no fewer than five little girls had been named Navarana
.after my dear late wife. So great was the confidence in Navar-
ana’s ability and character that there was believed to be enotgh
for all five children. It was thus a beautiful and touching memo-
rial to her, though a slightly expensive one for me, since I had
to give all the little girls presents. '

More often the newborn child was given several nomes,
‘80 as to have the highest possible protection, and certain names
becanie great favorites. Calling so many by the same name was
often very confusing. This custom was continued in Christizn-
ized Greenland. In the little settlement of Kook, in the Upern-
avik district, all five hunters were called Gaba (after the arch-
angel Gabriel). I was told that some years before, a great man
<called Gaba had died, and after his death several unmistakable
signs indicated that his spirit was still active. To please the
spirit, many boy babies were named after it. In order to dist-
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