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Unit 1

Poverty and Ghetto

Quotes

The greatest of evils and the worst of crimes is poverty.
—~George Bernard Shaw

Work banishes those three great evils: boredom, vice, and poverty.
—Voltaire

In a country well governed, poverty is something to be ashamed of.
In a country badly governed, wealth is something to be ashamed of.
—Confucius

Loneliness and the feeling of being unwanted is the most terrible poverty.
—NMother Teresa

General Information

Directions: Read the following passage for general information about poverty and ghetto and then answer the

Jfollowing questions.

What Is Poverty?

Poverty is the state of lacking basic needs. Absolute poverty refers to the state that one lacks basic human
needs such as clean and fresh water, nutrition, health care, education, clothing and shelter. Relative poverty is a
measure of income inequality which describes how income relates to the median (F {2 %)) income and does
not imply that the person is lacking anything. Factors such as income, job opportunities, family structure, age

and race are related to poverty in America.

Poverty in the United States

By many standards the United States is the most fabulously wealthy society in history. Yet many people
are living at or below the official poverty line. According to the U.S. Census Bureau data, the nation’s poverty
rate rose to 15.1% (46.2 million) in 2010, up from 14.3% (approximately 43.6 million) in 2009 and to its
highest level since 1993.
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Poverty in the United States does not simply mean that the poor do not live quite as well as other citizens.
It means many old people eating dog and cat food to supplement their diets. It means malnutrition for hundreds
of thousands of children. It means greater susceptibility (% /%) to diseases, to alcoholism, to victimization
(3%2%) by criminals, and to mental disorders. It often means unstable marriages, slum housing, illiteracy,
ignorance, inadequate medical facilities, and shortened life expectancy. Poverty can mean low self-esteem and
despair.

The problem of poverty in the United States is aggravated because it occurs in a society in which the
overall distribution of wealth (property and other capital) and income (wages, salaries, and other earnings) is
highly unequal. Different social classes have varying degrees of access to the rewards the society offers. The
richest fifth of American families receives over 40% of the national income, whereas the poorest fifth receives
only 5.2%.

The continued existence of poverty in a generally affluent American society raises serious moral questions

and inevitably creates fierce conflicts of interest and many political controversies.

What Is a Ghetto?

A ghetto (TR IX; DEIEESEIX) is a section of a city predominantly occupied by a group who live
there, especially because of social, economic, or legal issues. The term was originally used in Venice (/€ )
to describe the area where Jews were compelled to live. It now refers to an overcrowded urban area often
associated with specific ethnic or racial populations living below the poverty line.

Although ghetto residents tend to be ethnic minorities, it is important to note that neighborhoods where a
large number of ethnic minorities reside are not necessarily ghettos. For example, the economically stable
ethnic enclaves (2> % B % 28 J& Hh) such as Chinatowns and German-towns.

Contemporary ghettos are generally characterized by neighborhood and household poverty, social isolation,
segregation (F %% 27), discrimination, overcrowding, increased crime, and political disempowerment (FG#Y).
Ghetto residents are more likely to live in substandard housing, frequently understaffed (A F4~ /2 [f']) hospitals
and healthcare providers, and have limited access to gainful (£ () employment. Businesses such as
grocery stores, banks, retailers, and other necessary institutions are also limited and often overpriced or
under-serviced (k%% ) as compared to their suburban counterparts. Children who reside in ghetto areas
tend to attend ill-equipped schools and must often learn at an early age to survive potentially crime-ridden

neighborhoods.

Ghettos in the United States

Ghettos in the United States are generally defined as poor inner-city areas (i /0>#1[[X) where a
disproportionate percentage of ethnic minorities reside. Although African Americans are generally associated
with ghettos, Hispanics (PE3EF 5058 75 & % 3 [ \) and whites also live in them.

The development of ghettos in America is closely associated with different waves of immigration and
internal urban migration. Several urban migrations during the early and mid-twentieth century resulted in the
exodus (K#t A B HF) of many African Americans to such northern states as Illinois, New York, Michigan, and
Pennsylvania in search of employment and to escape segregation and discrimination in the rural South. During
the same period, persons of Hispanic descent migrated from Puerto Rico (J % %£%), Mexico, and Central and
South America to New York, Miami, and Chicago for similar reasons.

1. What is poverty? What is absolute poverty and relative poverty?
2. What is the manifestation of poverty in America according to the passage?



3. What factor provokes the problem of poverty in the USA? And what are the social issues resulting from

poverty in America?

4. What is a ghetto by definition? And what does it refer to nowadays?

5. Can all ethnic enclaves be labeled as ghettos? Why?
6. What are the distinct characteristics of ghettos?

7. How did ghettos in America develop? What is spécial about American ghettos?

Listening Practice

Partl Ghetto

quicksand n. WP

bing n. KA
nigga n (%) BN crooked adj. ANELM, NIEEK weed n MHEL, KWK

K9 n. (canine HiE%) %KX

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the song twice and fill in the blanks with the exact words you have just heard.

Ghetto, Ghetto, Ghetto, Ghetto living.
[Verse one]

These streets 1) me of quicksand.
When you’re on it, you’ll keep going down.
And there’s no one to hold on to.

And there’s no one to 2)

You keep on falling,

And no one can hear you 3) .

So you end up self-destructing,

On the corner with the tuli on the waist line.
Just got outta the bing doing state time,
Teeth marks on my back from the K9.

Dark memories of when there was no 4) ,

’Cause they said that I wouldn’t make it.
I remember like yesterday,
Holding on to what God gave me.

[Chorus]

’Cause that’s the life when you’re

Living in the (ghetto),

And eating in the (ghetto),

Or sleeping in the (ghetto, ghetto, ghetto).

’Cause that’s the life when you’re

Living in the (ghetto),

And eating in the (ghetto),

Or sleeping in the (ghetto, ghetto, ghetto).

[Verse Two]
No need to 5) luxuries,

(’cause everything come and go).

Even the life that you have is 6) 5

(’Cause you’re not promised tomorrow).

So live your life as if everyday’s gonna be your
7) :

Once you move forward can’t go back.

Best prepare to 8) your past.

’Cause ya gotta be willing to pray.

Yea there gotta be (there gotta be) a better way.
Yea ya gotta be willing to pray,

’Cause there gotta be (there gotta be) a better day.

Whoever said that this struggle would stop today?
A lot of niggas dead or 9) ,
Teenage women growing up with AIDS.

[Chorus]

That’s the life when you’re
Living in the (ghetto), oh
Eating in the (ghetto) or
Sleeping in the (ghetto, ghetto).

That’s the life when you’re

Living in the (ghetto), oh

Eating in the (ghetto), or

Sleeping in the (ghetto, ghetto, ghetto).

[Bridge]
Gun shots every night in the (ghetto).
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Crooked cops on sight in the (ghetto). That’s the life when you’re
Every day is a 10) in the (ghetto). Living in the (ghetto), oh
(Oh oh oh oh oh) (ghetto) Living by the (ghetto), oh
Got kids to feed in the (ghetto), Eating in the (ghetto, ghetto).
Sellin’ coke and weed in the (ghetto).
Every day somebody bleed in the (ghetto). That’s the life when you’re
(oh oh oh oh oh) (ghetto) Living in the (ghetto), oh
Sleeping in the (ghetto),
[Chorus] Living in the (ghetto, ghetto, ghetto).

Exercise 2
Directions: What can you conclude from the song that you have just heard? What
is your impression of the ghetto life described in the song? Write

down three points that are most impressive to you.

Part I Michelle Obama’s Slave Ancestry

sobering adj. {EIGEMEN]; fEAFRI plantation n. FiH [
census n. ANEEr mulatto  ». EEVEIMLIL
Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and answer the following questions based on the information you have just heard.

1. How much was Malvinia worth as a slave at that time?

2. What did Malvinia most likely do on the farm?

3. What happened to Shields when he grew up?

4. What is the relationship between Dolphus Shields and Bobbie Holt?

5. What is the implication of the sentence “In Mrs. Obama Holt sees Shields™?

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and then discuss the topics given below in groups of four or five.

1. What do you think of Michelle Obama’s story?
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2. What do you think of the English saying “Like father, like son™?
3. Can you give examples of well-known people who rise from poverty and adversity and become successful?

Part IIl African-Americans Still Lag behind Whites

spur v, ¥ entangle v. fHEA bleak adj. EHiRH
civic adj. Wi, AR disparity n. Z#E, AN[FA

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer from the four choices given below.

1. The National Urban League wants to declare a war on black unemployment because
A) white Americans have recovered from the recession
B) white Americans did not help the African Americans
C) black Americans haven’t recovered from the recession
D) black Americans are deprived of the rights to work
2. According to Valeric Rawlston Wilson, the biggest gap between black
Americans and white Americans is in .
A) education B) health
C) social justice D) economics
3. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?

A) The unemployment rate for all the Americans is falling.
B) The unemployment rate for black teenagers is higher than the national average.
C) The unemployment rate for blacks rose to 15.5 percent.
D) The unemployment rate for whites is falling.
4. A major factor in the economic gap between black and white Americans is
A) black Americans’ lack of self-confidence in their work
B) the prejudices against blacks in the workplace
C) the lack of college degrees among many blacks
D) the unwillingness of the blacks to work in a team
5. What does the National Urban League propose to Congress in addition to creating 100 urban job training
schools?
A) Forcing all the black kids to attend school.
B) Providing funding for a summer-youth-jobs program.
C) Decreasing the job opportunities for the whites.
D) Providing less skilled jobs to the blacks.

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with the information you have just heard.

1. As the U.S. economy struggles to 1) a long recession, some analysts say the recovery
is not being felt in the African-American community. That’s why one 2) says it is
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“declaring a war” on black unemployment with a plan to 3)

2. It paints a bleak picture for urban and 4) entangled in economic uncertainty. The
study measures 5) between blacks and whites, based on five areas—economics,
education, health, social justice and 6)

3. The National Urban League report says 7) among African-American high school
graduates continues to fall, with black students &) , compared to whites.

Part IV Poverty in America Affects Millions

Catholic Charities U.S.A. & [FH K ;#3852 drastically adv. f¥JEHY

Reverend adj. CoPBUMHIREFR, RIS the EH) EHLT)

concerted adj. :[AM), —FH lobby v. WU legislative adj. Li%f)
Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage twice and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

The U.S. Census Bureau calculates that 37 million Americans are

living in poverty—on an income of 1) a year for a

family of four, for example. The number of people living in poverty here
has grown by more than five million since 2000, but overall the official

measure of poverty has not 2) —12.7 percent of

the population.
Catholic Charities U.S.A., one of this country’s largest faith-based

organizations, is trying to 3) poverty in America. The Reverend Larry Snyder is

Catholic Charities’ president. “We are calling upon policymakers, faith-based groups, civic leaders and 4)
to make a systematic and concerted effort to cut poverty in this country in half by the
year 2020. We can only do that if we make the poor a priority in 5) , from city hall and
the courthouse, to Congress and the White House.”

The charity’s “Campaign to Reduce Poverty” will lobby Congress and the White House to keep four

priorities high in their future legislative plans: health care, hunger, housing and nutrition, and 6)
. As Congress looks for ways to cut the federal government’s spending, advocates for the poor
say, there should be 7) in the government’s support for programs that 8)

Here at Washington’s Central Union Mission, a shelter for the homeless, special projects manager Julia
Smith says housing costs in the nation’s capital have tripled over the past five years—creating wealth for a

few, but forcing many 9) . “Generally, across the city what you are seeing is the
poor being pushed further out of the city. And so you have the working poor that are holding jobs, but no
longer can 10) in the city.”

Exercise 2

Directions: Write a summary of the passage in about 50 words according to the information you have just heard.



Oral Practice

How to Present: Choose a Method of Delivery
Guides for Delivering a Speech
1. Eye contact: For each thought in your speech make eye contact with one person. Look at the audience in

their eyes.
2. Hand gestures: Don’t overdo and distract the audience.
3. Facial expressions: If you know you are saying something funny, then smile. If you are talking about some-

thing serious, show a look of empathy. A stony face will make you seem aloof.
4. Vary your voice: Don’t talk too fast. And avoid the soft voice that can’t be heard. Use your pace and tone to
emphasize important ideas. And always remember to vary both.

W

. Dress the part: Dressing well will often make you feel and look more confident, and may even add some
credibility.
6. Take your time: Take your time and allow everyone to absorb what you are saying.
7. Pause for important ideas: Try to pause after the most important points in your speech to let your audience
think about your words.
8. Find a friendly face: Don’t stare at a friendly face, but periodically look over for a little boost in confidence.

Exercise
Directions: Read the following passage and then practice delivering a speech in speaking groups on the basis
of the information in the passage. It can be titled “The Sources of Ghetto Crime” or similar

topics. See that the guides for delivering a speech are applied to your practice.
The Real Source of Ghetto Crime

Summer is coming. Here in Toronto', this means the murder season will soon be upon us. Young men,
most of them black, will kill each other in nightclubs, at housing-project (FH UM H % & & RN K E B+
f1F 2 [X) BBQs (2% #74), and sometimes in broad daylight out on the street.

On Saturday, Toronto Star® writer Moira Welsh delivered an in-depth report on one “Steven Reid”, a
16-year-old Jamaican-Canadian (4 £ /1% 1% K \) gang member accused of participation in 13 robberies,
one of which included the beating of a store owner. Through interviews with those around him, Welsh shows
how a normal teenager drifted into (4 &IAN 52 A) gang culture and violent crime.

Though it gives vague lip service (U154 Wr #)1) to an alleged (FTiE 1) lack of “programs” available to
youth, the article makes it clear that blame lies primarily with two groups: the boys themselves, and the fathers

who abandon them.

1 Tonronto: %{{:%, the capital and largest city of Ontario, Canada, an important Great Lakes port and an industrial center
2 Toronto Star: (£t W EH) , Canada’s highest-circulation newspaper
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Welsh praises the “heroic” efforts of family members who try to
save adolescents from gang life. And Steven’s mother, “Isabel”,
certainly falls into that category. But there’s a limit to how much a
single working woman can do. The saddest part of the story is the
pair’s trip to Jamaica', where Steven tries to convince his dad to
come back into his life. When Steven gets brushed off (/N7 Hhih
#), Isabel recounts (F(iR), “It was like he didn’t care anymore.”

But it wasn’t Steven’s dad who decided to reject school and

honest employment. It was Steven. In Toronto’s poorest (black) communities, being a working stiff (“7&7EA")
is viewed widely with contempt. Instead, youths want the instant status that comes from dealing drugs, packing
a gun and flashing (JZ#E) a lot of garish ({4 (1)) jewellery.

The key point that is too often missed in Toronto and elsewhere is that such self-destruction is the product
of a conscious choice. Canadian adolescents are not powerless inheritors of a legacy (i) of slavery or Jim
Crow’: Most of the city’s black families immigrated in recent decades, when anti-discrimination already was
well-established in law. Yet we persist in patronizing (JIE4/") minority communities by treating their youth as
helpless pawns (££2F) in the thrall (3 2) of “alienation (¥iiit)”, “racism”, “marginalization (i1%1t)” and the
like. In her Sept. 27, 2005 installation speech (tHVE iit), the Governor-General (&) gave voice to (FKikX)
this vague received wisdom when she declared, “Nothing in today’s society is more disgraceful than the
marginalization of some young people who are driven to isolation and despair.”

It is not “isolation and despair” that cause men to abandon their children—but rather the disgraceful fact
that such behaviour is accepted by certain sub-cultures. The enormous discrepancy (7 ) in crime rates among
Toronto’s ethnic communities is matched closely by discrepancies in fatherlessness. Overall, the percentage of
Toronto households containing young children that are headed by a single parent is about 19%. Among
economically successful minorities, such as Jews, it is closer to 10%. But among Jamaican-Canadians, the
figure is an astounding 54%.

Nor is it “isolation and despair” that is causing young Black Toronto men to join gangs—but rather a cult
(5%FF) of violence and perverse (4 IE %)) consumerism (Ff & 8 48).

This truth may be politically incorrect by Toronto’s lights. But that is not the case in the United States,
which has been dealing with such problems for far longer. On March 26, Orlando Patterson, an
African-American Harvard sociology professor, wrote an extraordinary op-ed3 in The New York Times—nhardly
a conservative outlet—in which he laid blame at the feet of a *“ ‘cool-pose culture™ of young black men simply
too gratifying (% AJ#E 1) to give up. For these young men, it was almost like a drug, hanging out on the
street after school, shopping and dressing sharply, sexual conquests, party drugs and hip-hop music.”

That’s exactly the warped (F1H#i[1]) ghetto world Welsh is describing on this side of the border—though
there are few Canadian writers who’d put things that plainly.

Between our G-G and Patterson, it is Patterson who gives ghetto gangsters more respect. At least he treats

them as autonomous decision-makers, not unthinking pawns of Whitey (4 A4E£).

Jamaica: an island country in the Caribbean Sea south of Cuba

Jim Crow: state and local laws in the U.S. enacted between 1876 and 1965 upholding discrimination against and suppression of Black
people

op-ed: 4N, HF5FElR, abbreviation for “opposite the editorial page”, a newspaper article that expresses the opinions of a named writer
who is usually unaffiliated with the newspaper’s editorial board

4 cool-pose culture: Some scholars argue that black men adopt a ritualized posture, speech, and behavior in order to present an image of
strength and control.
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Reading Text

The Audacity of Hope:
Thoughts on Reclaiming the American Dream'

Barack Obama

This concept of a black underclass—separate, apart, alien in its behavior and in its values—has also
played a central role in modern American politics. It was partly on behalf of fixing the black ghetto that
Johnson’s War on Povrerty2 was launched, and it was on the basis of that war’s failures, both real and perceived,
that conservatives turned much of the country against the very concept of the welfare
state. A cottage industry grew within conservative think tanks, arguing not only that
cultural pathologies—rather than racism or structural inequalities built into our
economy—were responsible for black poverty but also that government programs like
welfare, coupled with liberal judges who coddled criminals, actually made these

pathologies worse.

The truth is that such rising frustration with conditions in the inner city was hardly
restricted to whites. In most black neighborhoods, law-abiding, hardworking residents have been demanding
more aggressive police protection for years, since they are far more likely to be victims of crime. In
private—around kitchen tables, in barbershops, and after church—black folks can often be heard bemoaning
the eroding work ethic, inadequate parenting, and declining sexual mores with a fervor that would make the
Heritage Foundation® proud. '

In that sense, black attitudes regarding the sources of chronic poverty are far more conservative than black
politics would care to admit. What you won’t hear, though, are blacks using such terms as “predator” in
describing a young gang member, or “underclass” in describing mothers on welfare—language that divides the
world between those who are worthy of our concern and those who are not. For black Americans, such
separation from the poor is never an option, and not just because the color of our skin—and the conclusions the
larger society draws from our color—makes all of us only as free, only as respected, as the least of us.

It’s also because blacks know the back story to the inner city’s dysfunction. Most blacks who grew up in
Chicago remember the collective story of the great migration from the South, how after arriving in the North
blacks were forced into ghettos because of racial steering and restrictive covenants and stacked up in public
housing, where the schools were substandard and the parks were underfunded and police protection was
nonexistent and the drug trade was tolerated. They remember how the plum patronage jobs were reserved for
other immigrant groups and the blue-collar jobs that black folks relied on evaporated, so that families that had
been intact began to crack under the pressure and ordinary children slipped through those cracks, until a tipping
point was reached and what had once been the sad exception somehow became the rule. They know what drove
that homeless man to drink because he is their uncle. That hardened criminal—they remember when he was a
little boy, so full of life and capable of love, for he is their cousin.

| The Audacity of Hope: written by Barack Obama (1961— ), the 44th and the 45th President of the United States, the first African American
to hold the office. It was published in 2008. The text is taken from Chapter Seven “Race”.

2 The War on Poverty: the unofficial name for legislation first proposed by United States President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964 as a response
to a national poverty rate of around nineteen percent

3 The Heritage Foundation: an American conservative research organization whose stated mission is to “formulate and promote
conservative public policies based on the principles of...individual freedom, traditional American values, and a strong national defense”
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In other words, African Americans understand that culture matters but that culture is shaped by
circumstance. We know that many in the inner city are trapped by their own self-destructive behaviors but that
those behaviors are not innate. And because of that knowledge, the black community remains convinced that if
America finds its will to do so, then circumstances for those trapped in the inner city can be changed, individual
attitudes among the poor will change in kind, and the damage can gradually be undone, if not for this
generation then at least for the next.

Such wisdom might help us move beyond ideological bickering and serve as the basis of a renewed effort
to tackle the problems of inner-city poverty. We could begin by acknowledging that perhaps the single biggest
thing we could do to reduce such poverty is to encourage teenage girls to finish high school and avoid having
children out of wedlock. In this effort, school- and community-based programs that have a proven track record
of reducing teen pregnancy need to be expanded, but parents, clergy, and community leaders also need to speak
out more consistently on the issue.

We should also acknowledge that conservatives—and Bill Clinton—were right about welfare as it was
previously structured: by detaching income from work, and by making no demands on welfare recipients other
than a tolerance for intrusive bureaucracy and an assurance that no man lived in the same house as the mother
of his children, the old AFDC program' sapped people of their initiative and eroded their self-respect. Any
strategy to reduce intergenerational poverty has to be centered on work, not welfare—not only because work
provides independence and income but also because work provides order, structure, dignity, and opportunities
for growth in people’s lives.

But we also need to admit that work alone does not ensure that people can rise out of poverty. Across
America, welfare reform has sharply reduced the number of people on the public dole; it has also swelled the
ranks of the working poor, with women churning in and out of the labor market, locked into jobs that don’t pay
a living wage, forced every day to scramble for adequate child care, affordable housing, and accessible health
care, only to find themselves at the end of each month wondering how they can stretch the last few dollars that
they have left to cover the food bill, the gas bill, and the baby’s new coat.

Strategies like an expanded Earned Income Tax Credit® that help all low-wage workers can make an
enormous difference in the lives of these women and their children. But if we’re serious about breaking the
cycle of intergenerational poverty, then many of these women will need some extra help with the basics that
those living outside the inner city often take for granted. They need more police and more effective policing in
their neighborhoods, to provide them and their children some semblance of personal security. They need access
to community-based health centers that emphasize prevention—including reproductive health care, nutritional
counseling, and in some cases treatment for substance abuse. They need a radical transformation of the schools
their children attend, and access to affordable child care that will allow them to hold a full-time job or pursue
their education.

And in many cases they need help learning to be effective parents. By the time many inner-city children
reach the school system, they’re already behind—unable to identify basic numbers, colors, or the letters in the
alphabet, unaccustomed to sitting still or participating in a structured environment, and often burdened by
undiagnosed health problems. They’re unprepared not because they’re unloved but because their mothers don’t
know how to provide what they need. Well-structured government programs—prenatal counseling, access to
regular pediatric care, parenting programs, and quality early-childhood-education programs—have a proven

1 AFDC: Aid to Families with Dependent Children, a federal assistance program in effect from 1935 to 1996 that provided financial assistance
to children of single parents or whose families had low or no income. However, it was later criticized for offering incentives for women to have
children, and for providing disincentives for women to join the workforce. In 1996, AFDC was replaced by the more restrictive Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.

2 Earned Income Tax Credit: a refundable tax credit for low- and medium-income individuals and couples, primarily for those who have
qualifying children. This tax credit is provided, in part, to offset the burden of social security taxes and to maintain an incentive to work.



