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FOREWORD

In the western part of the XinjiangUighur Autonomous Re-

gion, in that beautiful and richly endowed land where many

nationalities live in compact communities, there exists the Xin-
jang Production and Construction Corps, a new-type social
organization that has the special function of opening up the
borderland, consolidating the frontiers and cementing the unity
among all the nationalities. It 1s a socialist integrated system
based on the large-scale modern agriculture with a considerable
size of modern industry, commerce, communications and trans-
portation, science and technology, and culture and enduation.
The predecessor of the Xinjiang Production and Construc-
ton Corps was a glorious detachment of the Chinese People’s
[.iberation Army which had been long-tested in wars and once
participated i the Great Production Campaign in Nanniwan,
Shaanxi Province. At the end of the Liberation War, following
Chairman Mao’s order, the greater part of the Ist Corps and
the 5th Army (1e, the army composed ol the minority nationali-
ties) and the whole of the 22nd Corps under the People’s Li-
beration Army were collectively transferred to civilian work on
the spot and engaged in production and construction. On this
basis the Production and Construcion Cops Under the Xin-
yang Military Area Command was formally set up in October,
1954, For the past 30 years and more, it has drawn in from the
whole country nearly 1 million builders of various nationalities,
and under the radiant banner of “engaging i productive
labour while performing militia duties, and stationing troops to
open up wasteland while garrisoning the fronitiers™, these buil-
ders, giving full Play both to the glorious tradition of arduous

struggle and to the indomitable and dauntless spirit of opening

up wasteland, have built up hundreds of state farms, lactories
and schools on a vast expanse of wilderness at the foot of the
South and North Tianshan Mountains, thus having created this
grcat enterprise that has alrecady acquired world-wide fame. At
present, the Xinjlang Production and Construction Corps
boasts 172 agricultural and hivestock farms, 190 industrial,
communications and transportation, and building enterprises,
139 commercial enterprises as well as large numbers ol sciens
tihc and technological, cultural and educational, and public
health mstitutions. It comprises a population of 2.2 million, has
a planned land area of 6.395 million hectares and, already
owns a cultuvated area ol 923,000 hectares, its total output
value i industry and agriculture accounting tor one-fifth of that
ol the Autonomous Region. The Production and Construction
Corps has great potentialiies for developing its economy.,
There are sull 1.53 milhion hectares ol wasteland that remain to
be opened up. By the end of this century, it is expected that the
cultivated land will reach 1.4 million heetares, and it is plan-
ned that a state-grade base lor the production ol commodities
will be built up producing per year 8 million piculs of cotton
(of which there will be upwards of 1| million piculs ol long-
staple cotton), 300,000 tons ol sugar and 2.25 million tons ol
grain. I'he Production and construction Corps not only posses-
ses a most powerful economic strength, but also plays an im-
portant role in safeguarding the frontiers and maintaining the
unification of our motherland.

The history of stationing troops to open up wasteland in
the Western Regions began from the Western Han Dynasty

lasting upwads of 2000 years in which 1t developed conspicu-



ously during the Tang and Qing Dynastes. 1t playved an active
part m resisting external aggression, saleguarding the unilica-
tion ol the motherland, developmge the fronters, and promoting
the cconomic and cultural development of the fronuer region.
[t was mevitable, however, that this kind of land reclamation

ol and on had its ups downs owing to the historical reasons,

and 1t 1s only when the Chinese people have become masters of

their own destiny and the Republic has gone all out to launch
on a large-scale  cconomic construction in an all round way 1n
this land ol 9.6 million square kilometres that the land re-
clamation has been able to develop vigorously on such an
unprecedented scale and with such a breadth ol spirit. The

castern part ol our country s densely populated, whercas the

western part 1s a vast expanse of sparsely populated Tand which
abounds 1n natural resources. And as economic construction
develops, 1t 1s an mexorable trend i history that people in the
castern part will move towards the west, and to develop the
west has already become the basic national policy of the future
ccomomic construction of our country. The Xinjlang Produc-
tion and Construction Corps as a powerful force to develop the
West will therefore occupy a most important  strategic posi-
tion.

The history of the Xinjiang Production and Construction
Corps 1s a moving history ol buillding enterprises through
arduous eflort as well as a history ol the unity of ouf various
nationlities. From its very beginning it has had the concern and
support from the people of the whole country, and particularly
from the various nationalities of Xinjiang. The Corps has taken

it as its sacred task to serve all the nationalities ol the region

and carry out common prosperity lor all the nationalities. This
picture _album is an epitome in hittle of such a history, and 1t
attempts at presenting people with the orbit and status quo of
the development of this undertaking by means ol authentic pic-
tures and simple, Tucid writing. True, these are only the odd
bits and there are bound to be oversights and omissions as com-
pared with the great undertaking itsell of the Producton and
Construction Corps. But 1t 1s, after all, an embodiment ol all
stneerity on the part - ol the authors.

“Our Ximjiang i1s a nice and good land.

Tianshan north and south owns ine pastureland;

Snow forever melts to water the farms,

The Gobi turns into ferule farmland.”

People i the Production and Construction Corps are ex-
ceedingly fond of this song in that it sings out our history and
our lhite. The mighty songs of the builders doing proneering
work should be sung forever, and picturesque rivers and moun-
tains arce not created by the heavens. Encouraged and pushed
ahecad by the tde of reforming and opening to the outside
world, people i the Production and Construction Corps who
are brimming over with the spirit of doing pioneering work are
now by their own intelligence and wisdom painting a picture of
man’s world which will appear all the more magnificent. A sull
ereater development of all the undertakings in the Production
and Construction Corps 1s bound to surge ahead in time to

COme.
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