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PREFACE

Textile industry is the major economic pillar of the People’s Republic of China.

It covers a comprehensive system of more than a dozen correlative industries, such as spinning, weaving, dyeing, printing,
knitting, clothing, with natural and chemical fibres as raw materials, as well as chemical fibre producing, textile machinery and accessaries
manufacturing.

An enormous industrial sector manned by over 12 million workers and staff.

It undertakes the important task to solve the clothing and bedding problem of one-fifth of the world’s population. Gone are
days when the Chinese people lived with insufficient bedding and clothing.

A weighty role has been played by it in helping China take part in international competition with one-third of its products
for export that makes up nearly one-fourth of the country’s total foreign exchange earnings..

An industry to start out with its accumulation to help the New China’s economic taking off, it has made great contributions
to the country’s socialist construction. By its output value in today’s China it accounts for 10 percent both of the nation’s industrial
total and of the state financial income, and by its clothing commodity rate 16 percent of the total national retail sales of social consumer
goods.

Modern textile industry in China made a start in the 1880s. It took nearly 70 years (up to the late 1940s) that the country
had a textile industry (then being the largest of industries in China) with a total of 5 million spindles for cotton spinning and 0.13
million spindles for wool spinning, manned by a workforce of 0.75 million.

It was in the past forty years after the founding of the People’s Republic that great advances were made in developing the
country’s textile industry. This is by no means accidental as various factors contributed to this such as huge home demand by hundreds
of millions of the Chinese people for bedding and clothing and the need for accumulation of fund for modern construction as well
as the effort for carrying out foreign trade, balancing international payment, extension of employment and development of the economy
by various localities. These call for the Communist Party of China and governments to pay serious attention to the development of
textile industry. Abundant resources of raw materials, a rich pool of labour force, vast domestic markets in town and country as
were found in China, and the favourable opportunity as was provided upon a readjustment of the international industrial set-up
by other countries were also among the factors in greatly promoting the country’s development of textile industry.

Great changes in the past forty years not only constituted a great shock to many sceptics about the New China but also far
exceeded the boldest estimate of those who had held an optimistic view on China.

Cotton industry in China today, in striking contrast with the days before the founding of the People’s Republic, has reached
the capacity of 35 million spindles and 0.84 million looms. Over the past there are respectively sixfold and twelvefold increases which
account for 20 percent of the world’s total. The annual output of cotton yarn has increased from 1.8 million bales (0.327 million
tons) to 26.55 million bales (around 4.77 million tons), and matched with these is an increased annual output from 1.9 billion meters
of cotton cloth to 19 billion meters. The processing capacity of dyeing and printing industry has increased from 1.3 billion meters
to 12.4 billion meters of cloth.

Wool industry in China is running at a capacity of 2.5 million spindles or 20 percent of the world’s total, placing China among
the world advanced.

Ramie, jute and flax industry in China has altogether a total of 0.85 million spindles, listing the country among the five top
processors of the world.

Silk industry, a traditional line of China and the national pride, had undergone a period of restoration during the 50s. Now
it has regained China’s former laurels in the world. Silk production saw its heyday as an old traditional line of China with a history
of several thousand years of development. By the late 80s an annual output of raw silk was registered accounting for 60 percent
of the world total and an annual amount of 1.8 billion square meters of silk fabric was produced with a workforce of 0.7 million
as against 0.057 million.

Blossoming everywhere in China is also a developed knitting industry.




China has been universally honoured as the kingdom of clothing, yet its history to have clothing production as a modern industry
is not long; up to the 70s it claimed an annual amount of merely 300 million pieces. In the last ten years o so, it has increased
to an annual amount of over 3 billion pieces by more than 16 thousand clothing manufactories by the early 90s.

Chemical fibre production in China, undertaken as a new industry as late as in the 50, has experienced laudable development.
The annual capacity of chemical fibre was 0.15 million tons by 1970, 0.52 million tons by 1980 and 2.02 million tons by 1990,
placing China among the largest five chemical fibre producers of the world. To develop chemical fibre industry as a key industry
of the country in the 70s, four big chemical fibre bases were built in Shanghai (Jinshan), Liaoyang, Tianjin (Dagang) and Sichuan
(Changshou) by a concentration of financial and material resources to achieve an annual capacity of more than 0.3 million tons of
raw materials for chemical fibre production. Following this were some other key chemical fibre bases built like Yizheng Joint Corporation
of Chemical Fibre Industry in Jiangsu province with an annual output of 0.52 million tons of polyester and an annual producing
capacity of 0.24 million tons of polyester fibre, and such large chemical enterprises as Pingdingshan Polyamide Tyre Cord Fabric
Plant in Henan province and Foshan Chemical Fibre Complex in Guangdong province. Through expansion and reconstruction, Dandong
Chemical Fibre Industrial Company, the oldest chemical fibre enterprise of China, was also turned into a large one with an annual
capacity of 0.06 million tons of chemical fibre. These large and extra large modern chemical fibre enterprises by themselves comprise
of virtually individual chemical fibre cities all operating with the most advanced equipment and technology of the present-day world.

Along with these are also many other modern textile industrial bases having been built over the land of China.

Replaced with a new scene are now a good many old textile bases such as Shanghai, Tianjin, Qingdao, Wuhan, Chongqing,
Wuxi, Nantong, Changzhou and Suzhou. In Shanghai, known to the world as the largest textile base of China, there were 500
textile enterprises with more than 0.55 million workers and staff by the end of the 80s. They produce many famous brands of products,
that all enjoy brisk sales on the world market and have won wide acclaim both at home and abroad for their high quality.

In addition, several dozen new-type textile bases have been built on a fairly big scale in other places of China. These include
Shenyang, Dalian, Yingkou, Dandong, Changchun, Jilin and Harbin in Northeast China; Beijing, Shijiazhuang, Handan, Huhhot
and Taiyuan in North China; Nanjing, Jinan, Weifang, Zibo, Yantai, Jining, Ningbo, Shaoxing, Hangzhou, Jiaxing, Huzhou, Hefei,
Wauhu, Bengbu, Fuzhou, Xiamen and Nanchang in East China; Zhengzhou, Luoyang, Anyang, Xiangfan, Yichang, Huangshi, Shashi,
Guangzhou, Foshan, Xinhui, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Changsha, Nanning and Liuzhou in Central and South China; Xi’an, Xianyang,
Lanzhou, Urumqj, Xining and Yinchuan in Northwest China; and Chengdu, Nanchong, Mianyang, Guiyang and Kunming in Southwest
China.

Matched with China’s textile production on tremendous scale are its abundant raw material resources. To guarantee textile
production according to the plan in the 80s, 70 to 80 million mu of land were grown to cotton, 4 million mu to jute and hemp,
and 4 million mu to ramie. Sericulture was widely encouraged by the state in the rural areas. In the pastoral areas 110 million head
of sheep were raised. The annual output of major textile raw materials stood at: cotton 4-4.5 million tons, jute and hemp 1-1.3
million tons, ramie and flax 0.3-0.5 million tons, cocoon 0.45-0.5 million tons and wool 0.2-0.25 million tons. As is special to China,
textile industry has bezn developed mainly self-reliantly. There are now in China 15 colleges and institutes of higher learning specializing
in the training of textile scientific and technical textile personnel and 127 scientific research institutions at the central and the local levels.

The textile industry in China can be traced back to more than 5,000 years ago, it crystallizes the wisdom and culture of the
Chinese nation. It is nowadays urgent to undertake a greater misson to push forward construction of socialist modernizations.
Notwithstanding a great number of new and developing industries spring up as a result of the break-throughs made in science and
technology, China’s textile industry though long aged, never impairs its significance. Facing the grand targets in the 21st century,
on the contrary, China’s textile industry just requires those achievements to push forward such works as resource exploitation, technology
renovation, new product development etc.

China’s textile industry will attain growth. It is a cause with brilliant prospects.
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DEDICATION
OF BEAUTY

Textile industry is a creative undertaking to create beauty.

The first activity of human being in history is to produce food and clothing. The production of clothing simply signifies men’s prolonged
advance from barbarism to civilization. To live with ample food and clothing had been the long-cherished dream of the Chinese people down
the ages. Seeking beauty of clothing by now has become an important symbol marking the construction of a modern civilized society in China.

Since the 50s, especially within the 30 years after the founding of the People’s Republic, the greatest task of China's textile industry was
how to satisfy the great demand of the Chinese people in town and country for bedding and clothing. The instruction, “Be concerned about
people’s clothing and bedding”, as was given by Chinese leaders around the 50s and 60s was just a reflection of such an economic thought and
shortage of textile supply at that time. In view of the small per capita amount of textile productivity then in China, coupons were issued in limiting
the demand of cloth supply. In the meantime, efforts were made by the Chinese government for textile production and for greater supply of raw
materials. Through over twenty years of effort, in 1977 a total of 10 billion meters of cotton cloth was topped. Although the country’s population
increased by 300 million, or 50 percent of the nation compared with 1954, the situation of textile supply took a noticeable turn for the better.
After another five years, in 1982 a total of 15.35 billion meters of cotton cloth was produced. This gave rise to a “buyers’ market” in China's
textile production. Finally in December 1983, cloth coupons were totally abolished when all textile products were open to sale. The situation
assured people of the country that China’s textile industry has undoubtedly satisfied the need of the people for textile both in town and in country.

From 1950 to 1990, China’s population increased from 550 million to over 1.16 billion. In the meantime, the per capita amount of fibre
products rose from less than 2kg to 5.6kg. These undoubtedly speak of the great achievements made by the Chinese textile workers and staff
especially those whe have struggled for dozens of years towards that end in China.

In the ten years of the 80s, the tide of reform and opening to the outside world swept over the land of China, resulting in changes in
people’s clothing. With improved material and cultural life and changed life style, people, old and young, as well as the middle-aged, come to
live with a different sense of value, joining in the tidal waves of reform for changing old habits and customs as specific to their feeling and sense
of beauty.

Furthermore, a similar spectacle is presented in China’s rural areas competing with cities. In many rural areas with a developed commodity
economy there is found almost no difference in people’s clothing from those in cities.

In virtue of the fact that modern jacquard, embroidery machine and printing machine came to wide application, together with the mechanical
integration of the traditional handicraft art like wax printing and knot-dyeing, as well as the introduction of large volume of chemical fibre fabric
imitating natural fibre with high quality but low price, the dresses and costumes of China’s 56 minority nationalities in Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang,
Tibet, Qinghai, Yunnan, Guizhou, Northwest Sichuan, West Hunan, Jilin and Liaoning have become more elegant, varied and colorful, like a
multitude of resplendent lights shining brightly.

Illustrative is the figure given to show the developments made by China in solving the nation’s clothing problem: in 1990 the total clothing
retail sales increased by 20 fold over 1952.

Since the 80s, a new commercial phenomenon has appeared in China: there are various “Costume Streets” and “Country Clothing Fairs”
that have been built and developed. Hundreds and thousands of privately-run clothing stores stand in a grand sight of serried contiguous mass.

Dress stores, fashion designers and fashion models began to have their part to play in China’s large and medium-sized cities. Chinese fashion
models made their debut in the Paris International Fashion Festival in 1988 to create a stir with their oriental glamour.

To practise frugality as following the tradition of the Chinese people has not yet been changed and no high consumption detached from
the present-day production level has been encouraged by the Chinese government. But this does not exclude the grand surging tide of customers
on the Chinese textile and clothing market and the colorful sight of their clothing when you go on a visit from the capital to the border cities,
and from the coast areas to the hinterland. You will certainly feel from the bottom of your heart that the Chinese people’s life is daily improving.
Naturally, this shows the full significance of the labour of the Chinese textile workers and staff.
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