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PREFACE

Tne Cassell Concise English Dictionary is based on Cassell's English
Dictionary, one of the classics of lexicography. The major changes
made to the parent volume take the form of the inclusion of many new
words, expressions and meanings and the rewording of some terms to
bring them into line with recent developments.

Recent years have seen language changing at a speed unparalleled in
our history. Even if only the language of science, medicine and tech-
nology were taken into consideration the rate-of change would be
phenomenal. Add to that the vocabulary of revolutionized lifestyles
(leisure, food, travel, property etc.), that of industrial relations, sociol-
ogy, education and modern slang, and the speed of change becomes
breathtaking.

No dictionary of any manageable size could possibly reflect all the
linguisitic additions made to all aspects of our lives. In many ways the
role of a modern lexicographer could be compared with that of a sieve

- letting through the words that the average person is most likely to
meet in the varied course of everyday life and keeping back those
which are not, such as specialized jargon. The sifting process is far
from easy and is probably the most problematic part of a lexico-
grapher's work.

New words are obviously an important feature of any modern
dictionary but it is possible to be so concerned about them that the
merits of old words are forgotten. With space always at a premium in
dictionaries it is all too easy for lexicographers to dispense with the old
in favour of the new, thereby throwing out the baby with the bath-
water. '

The editors of the present volume have resisted this temptation.
Although they have given due consideration to the new, the voguish
and even the potentially ephemeral they have retained much of the text
of the parent dictionary. In so doing they have preserved a wealth of
archaic, literary, obsolete and unusual words.

Such words play an important part in many people’s dictionary

requirements. Older, more esoteric words are of particular use to

students of language, to readers of older literary texts and to the lover
of word-puzzles.

Vil



Word-games have long been a popular pastime, with many people
seeing the crossword page of a newspaper as its most important
section. Scrabble® has always encouraged an interest in unusual words
with which to confront opponents and the recent increase in television
word-games has stimulated this interest even more.

The Cassell Concise English Dictionary is thus widespread in its
appeal. Whether the reader wishes to know the meaning of a word, the
spelling of a word, the pronunciation of a word, or the etymology of a
word, or is simply seeking ammunition with which to win a battle of
words this book will come to the rescue.

HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY

The entry

Each entry in the dictionary begins with an entry-word or head-word in
bold type. This is immediately followed by the pronunciation, the
relevant part of speech and the meaning/meanings. The etymology is
placed at the very end of the entry in square brackets.

Arrangement of entries

By no means all words defined in the dictionary are headwords. Many
words and expressions which are derived from the same root have been
grouped or ‘nested’ together, e.g. execrable is under execrate. This has
the great merit not only of demonstrating at a glance the relationship of
the words but of acting as a significant space-saving device. The system
allows many more words to be included in the dictionary than would
otherwise be the case.

The majority of such words are easy to find since their positions in
the dictionary are very close alphabetically to what they would have
been if they bad been entered as separate headwords. Where this is not
the case cross-references have been added for facility of use, e.g.
elision is cross-referred to elide.

Organization of Entries

Most headwords have more than one meaning and more than one word
derived from them. The words and expressions derived from head-
words fall into three categories —~ idioms/phrases, compounds and
direct derivatives.



Idioms consist of phrases including the headword, e.g. to gain on or
compound words not beginning with the headword, e.g. old gold. They
are placed immediately after the last meaning of the last part of speech
of the headword.

Compounds, which consist of two elements beginning with the head-
word, are placed immediately after the last meaning of the last idiom.
The compound word may be hyphenated, e.g. cross-bow, two words,
e.g. emergency landing or one word, e.g. eyesight, according to con-
vention.

Direct derivatives are words formed from the root of the headword
or its stem by adding a suffix, c.g. -ness, -ly, etc. e.g. gauntness,
ghostly. These are placed after the last meaning of the last compound.

Derivatives which themselves are derived from derivatives of the
headword follow on from the words in the entry from which they are
derived. Thus endless band follows the direct derivative endless.

Labels

Labels in round brackets have been added where necessary. They are
divided into two categories - stylistic labels, such as (offensive), (sl.),
(coll.) etc. and field labels such as (Med.), (Comput.) etc. A list of
abbreviations of labels appears under Chief Abbreviations Used (p.x).

Cross-references
The word cross-referred to appears in small caps, e.g. enure INURE.



CHIEF ABBREVIATIONS USED

All are given here in roman, though mosi-of them may also appear in itglics as labels.

a.
abbr.
abl.
Abor.
::.Ic.

apt.
adv.
A-F
Afr.
aft.
Agric.
Alch.
Alg.
alln.
alt.
Am. Ind.
anal.
Anat.
Ang.-Ind.
Ang.-Ir.
Ang.-Lat.
appar.
Arab.
Aram.
Arch.
Archacol.
Arith.
Art,
Artill,
assim.
Assyr.
Astrol..
Astron.
attrib,
augm. *
Austral.

Austr.-Hung.

aux.v.
Aviat,

Bibl,
Bibliog.
Biol.
Boh.
Bot.
Braz.
Bret..

adjective
abbreviation
ablative

Aboriginal, Aborigines
accusative: according
adaptation

adverh
Anglo-French
African

afterwards
Agriculture

Alchemy

Algebra

allusion

alternative

American Indian
analogous

Anatomy
Anglo-Indian
Anglo-Irish
Anglo-Latin
apparently

Arabic

Aramaic
Architecture
Archacology
Arithmetic

Artistic

Artille

assimilated, assimilation
Assyrian

Astrology
Astronomy :
attribute, attributive
augmentative
Australian
Austro-Hungarian
anxiliary ve

Aviation

Bible, biblical
Bibliography
Biology
Bohemian
Botany
Braziltan
Breton
Building
Bulgarian
Byzantine

Campanology
Canal:l‘i , Canadian
Caribbean

& ntry
Cmn

Celtic

Ceramics

Church

Chem.
Chin.
Civ. Eng.
Class.
Coal-min.
cogn.
coll.
collect.
comb.
comb. form.
Comm.
comp.
Comput.
Conch.
cond.
conf.
conj.

Chemistry
Chinese

Civil ,En‘y'necring
Classical

Coal mining
cognate
coloquial; collateral
collective
combination
combining form
Commerce
comparative
Compnuting
Canchology
conditionat
confusion
conjunction
connected
contraction
Cooking

Coptic

Cornish
corruption; corcesponding
Cosmogony
compare
Crystallography

Danish
dative
definition
derivation
derogatory
dialect
diminutive
Diplomatics
distinct, distinguished
Dutch
Dynamics

East, Eastern
Ecclesiastical
Economics

East Frisian
exempli gratia, for example
Egyptian
Egyptology

East Indian
Electricity
clliptical, elliptically
Embryology
emphatic

English; Engineering
Entomology
erroneously
especially

Ethnolo,
euphemistic
European
Examination
except



F

I8
facet.
fem.
Feud.
fig.

fl.
Flem
foll.
For
Fort.
freq.
Fris.
fut.

G
Gael.
en.
neal.
Geop.
Geol.
Geom.

%cr.

voth.

Gr.
rad.
Jram.

Heb.

Her.
Hind.
Hist.
Hort.
Hung.
Hydrostat.
Hyg.

Icel.
Ichihyol.
ident.
i.e.
imag.
mst.
imper.
impers.
incept.
MmCory.
Ind.

ind.
indef. art.
Indo-Port.
inf.
influ.
inst.
instr.
int.
intens.
Internat,
interrog,
intr.

ir.

iron.
itreg.

I

French
feminine
facetiousty
feminine
Feudal
figuratively
floruit, flourished
Flemish

the following
Foreign
Fortification
frequentative
Frisian
tuture

German
Gaelic
enitive
nealogy
Geography
Geology
Geometry
erund, gerundive
othic
Grecek
%Eadually
rammar

Hebrew
Heraldiy
Hindi
History
Horticulture
Hungarian
Hydrostatics
Hygiene

Icelandic
Ichthyo!
identical; identilicd
id cst, that is
imaginary
imitative
imperative
impersonal
inceptive
incorrect!
India, Indian
indicative
indefinite article
Indo-Portuguese
infinitive
influenced
instinctive
instrumental
interjection
intensive
Int¢rnational
interrogative
intransitive
Irish

ironical
irrcgular

Ttalian

Xi

Jap.
Jav.
Jewel.

L

lat.

LG

Lit.

li.

Lit. crit.
Lith.
loc.
Log.

Mach.

Manufact.

Math.
MDan.
MDut.
ME
Mech.

mistrans.
mod.
Mus.
Myth.

N

n.

N Am.
Nat. Hist.
Naut.
Nav.

neg.

neol.
neut.
Newsp.
nom.
Norm.
North.
Northum.
Norw.
NT

Numis

obj.
obs.
OED

OF
OFfis.
OHG
OLG

Japancse
Javanese
Jewellery

Latin

latitude

Low German
Literature, literary
literal, literall
Literary criticism
Lithuanian
locative

Logic

Machinery
manuvfacturing
Mathematics
Middle Danish
Middic Dutch
Middle English
Mechanics
Medicine
mediacval
Mercian
Metallurgy
Metaphysics
Metcorology
Mexican
Middle French
Middle German
Microscopy
Military
Mineralogy
mistransiation
modern

Music
Mythology

North

noun

North American
Natural History
Nautical

Naval

negative
neologism
neuter
Newspaper
nominative
Norman
Northern
Northumbrian
Norwegian
New Testament
Numismatics

objective

obsolete

the Oxford English
Dictionary

Old French

Old Frisian

Old High German

Otd Low German



ON Old Norse

ONF Old Norman Frenth
onomat. onomatopoeic
OPers. Old Pc:isian
opp. opposed. opposition
OP'; Ogﬁ?cs
orig. onigin. originally
Ornith. Ornithology
oS Old Saxon
0.5. old style
OSliav. Qlid Stavonic
OSp. Old Spanish
OTE'ut Old Teutonic
Palacont. P.ilaeomnlngy
aral. ralicl
arl. arliamentary
part. pamcnplc pariicipial
255, ASSive
ath. athology
perf. perfect
rh. rhaps
ers. ersian
rs. gersop;pcrsnnal
ruv. cruvian
Petrol. Petrology
Phil. Philosophy
Philol. Philology
Phoen. Phoenician
phon. g honctics; phonology
hol‘ hmograp v
B hrase
hys. ysics
Phys. Sci. Physical Scicnce
pl. plural
et try, poctical
ol. olish
Polit. Political
p- Bopular. popularly
ort. ortugucse
poss. possessive
p.p. past participle
prec. the preccding
pred. predicatival
pref. prefix
prep. preposition
pres. present
pres.p. present participle
pret. preterite
rev. cviously
int. rinting
priv. privative
prob. probably
pron. pronocun; pronounced
rop. gmper properly
ras.
Prov. Provengal
[ov. rovincial
ch. chol
pubd. publishe
Radio). Radiology
rcdupi reduplicale -

referting. reférence

teﬂcx reflexive

rel.
Relig.

rel. pron.
remonstr.
Rhet.
Rom.
Rus.

S
Sansk.
Sc.
Scand.
Sci.
Sculp.
Scmu.
Serb.
Shak.
Sic.
smg

Stock. Exch.
subj.

suf.

superl.
Surg.

Swed.

syl.

Syyr.

Teleg.
Teut.
Theat.
Theol.
Therap.
Therm.
tr.
trans.
Trig.
Turk.
™V

ult.
Univ.
us.
usu.

v.

vat.
Venet.
verb.a.
Vel.
v.i.
viz.
vOC.
v.t.

w
wG
Wind.
wr.

Zool,

related

Religion

relative pronoun
remonstrative
Rhetoric

Roman: Romance
Russian

South
Sanskrit
Scottish
Scandinavian
Science
Sculpture
Scmutic
Serbian
Shakespeare
Sicitian
singular
slang
Slavonic
Spanish
Spenscr
Stock Exchange
subjunctive.
suffix
superiative
Surgery
Swedish
syllabic

yriac

Telegraphy
Teutonic
Theatre
Theology
Therapeutics
Thermionics
transitive
transiation
Trigonometry
Turkish
Television

ultimatcly

University

United Statcs of America
usually

verb

variam

Yenetian

verbal adjective
Velerinary Surgery
verh intransitive
videlicet, namely
vocative

verb transitive

Wesi; Welsh
West German
Wesl Indian
written

Zoology



GUIDE TO PRONUNCIATION

Introduction

The revised respelling scheme used for pronunciations in this edition of
the Dictionary has been designed to provide as good a'compromise as
possible between accuracy and understanding by the majority of users.
Therefore, as few specialized phonetic symbols and additional accents
or marks on letters have been used as will fulfil this aim. A full list of
symbols/letters and their equivalents follows below, with transcriptions
given alongside the words used as examples.

As in the previous edition, the particular variety of pronuncia-
tion aimed for is that of the ‘ordinary educated English speaker’, which
some readers will no doubt recognize under the labels of ‘Oxford’ or
‘BBC” English, or ‘Received Pronunciation’.

Where sub-headwords differ in pronunciation (and this includes
stress) from the headword, partial or full pronunciations are also given
for these; where partials appear, it should be assumed that the remain-
ing (untranscribed) part of the word concerned is pronounced as be-
fore.

In longer entries, there may be more than one variety of differ-
ence in pronunciation from the headword. In such cases, any subhead
not given a transcription should be assumed to revert to the pronuncia-
tion pattern of the headword. The exception to this is derivatives of the
subhead which closely follow the subhead and usually have minimal
difference from it in form; for example, under drama (drah’ma), the
subhead dramatic, -ical has the partial (-mat’-), and is followed by
dramatically, in which case dramatically follows dramatic, -ical in
pronunciation pattern and not drama.

It can also be seen from this illustration that derivatives formed
by adding suffixes which are consistently pronounced, are assumed to
be known by the reader (eg -ly, -ness, etc) and the pronunciation of
such suffixes is only given in rare instances of possible confusion.

Further, cases where the only change in the subhead is one of
stress position, and where this change is consistently predictable, are not
given pronunciations; an example would be the suffix -ation, where the
sound and stress pattern are always (-a'shan).



Stress

Stress (') is shown in pronunciations immediately after the syllable
which is stressed, eg (1i'ga) = tiger. Stress is not given on compounds
composed of two or more separate words, nor on idioms.

American English

In a very limited number of cases where a North American English
pronunciation of a word has become widespread also in British English
(eg schedule), the variant is given with the label esp Amer.



SYMBOLS

Vowel sounds:

ah  far

a fat

a fate

aw fall
north
paw
sodr

e bell

é beef

3 her
fur

i bit

i bite

(fah)
(fat)
(fat)
(fawl)
{nawth)
(paw)
{saw)
(bel)
(béf)
(hee)
(fee)
(bit)
(bit)

not
note
sower
blue
sun

foot
bull
muse
again
current
sailor
publicity

(not)
(not)
(s6'3)
(bloo)
(stn)
(fut)
(bui)
{miz)
(agen’)
(ki'rant)

" (sd'la)

(pablis’iti) .

Note: the neutral sound of many unstressed vowels is represented, as
shown above, by the symbol 3; some unstressed vowels in this diction-
ary are (more correctly) transcribed as (-i-}. as in (ilek’trik}.

Consonants:
pit

bit

tin
dance
kit
man
nut
lid

fit

hit
get
just
run

me_r o™ D 3g3®TQToT

{pit)
(bit)
(tin)
(dahns)
(kit)
{man)
(nit)
(lid)
(tit)
(hit)
(get)
(just)
(rin)

]
v
w
y
z

ng
th
dh
sh
zh
kh
ch

sit

van
win
yet
haze
sing
thin
this
ship
measure
loch
church

(sit)
{van)
(win)
(yet)
(haz)
(sing)
{thin)
(dhis)
(ship)
(mezh’s)
(lokh)
{choech)

Note: where a sound represented by two consonants eg (-ng-) is fol-
lowed by another syllable which begins with the second consonant (-g-)
and where the stress mark falls elsewhere, a centred dot is used to show
where the syliable break occurs, for example as in (ling-gwis’tiks).



Foreign words

r macabre  (makahbr'’)
I’ honorable (onorahbl™’)
y' merveille  (mervay')
‘Diphthongs’

(i) Vowel sounds incorporating the final unpronounced ‘r’ of standard
British English:

ea fair (fea)
mare (mea)
mayor {med)
i9 fear (fia)
seer (sia)
2 fire (fia)
4>  pure (pda)
ua  poor (pua)
(1) Others:
ow  bout (bowt)
cow (kow)
0i join (join)

.Foreign vowels not dealt with by the main system
(i) Nasalized:

a (asyen’)  ancienne

é (efa’) enfant

i (lifam’) {écraser) I'infame
o {ko6'zha)  congé

i (verdgd’)  Verdun

(ii) Other:

ii (étédi’)  entendu
(a'ha) iiber
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abash

A

A1, a, the Brst letter in the English alphabet, and in
most others derived from the Phoenician, In Eng-
lish it has five sounds: (1) open as in far, father,
mikado, marked in this dictiopary ah; (2} short as
in far. man, ample, marked a. (.ﬁ long, as in fate,
fame, markcd a; (4) broad as in fall, appal. spelt
aw; {5) the long sound modificd by the letter r, as
i fair, bear, marked ca. In unaccented syllables a
is often slurred and obscurcd. as in separare (adj.),
armidst, marked 3. A is used as a symboi to denote
the first of a series: the first known guantity in an
algebraic expression; the sixth pote of the diatonic
scale of C major. corresponding (o /g in tonic sol-
fa notation; the scale of a composition in which
the keynote is A; in Britain formerly. a film
certified as suitable {or all but requiring parcntal
conscnt for children under {4, from A to B, from
one point or position to another. from A to Z,
from beginning to ond. Al, a. first class in Lloyd’s
Register of stups: first class. A y . an atomic
bomb. as distinct from a hydrogen bomb. A-evel,
n. (u pass in) an examination in a subject at the
Advanced level of the General Certificate of Edu-
cation, A-road, n. a trunk road ot a main road.
A-team, 7. the first or best team in a sport: a team
of skilled capable people brought together for a

sfeciﬁc task.

A2, (abbr.) academy, academician; ampere; ang-
strom; Associate.

al (a; when stressed 3). an (an; when stressed an),
a. a weakencd form of one. sometimes called the
indefinite article, used before singular substantives
to denote an individual of a class. A is used be-
fore words beginning with a consonant, h aspirate,
or ey or u, with the sound of yu, also before one
(wiin). An is used before vowcls and sometimes
before h in an unaccented syllable. c.g. an histor-
ian. In such phrases as 50 {)ence a pound, fwice a
week, it has a distributive force. Aiso used hefore
collective phrases like a Hundred men a dozen
eggs, u few, a good many, i.e. & hundred of men
etc. |OE an, one)

a2, (abbr.) acrc; alto; anno (in the year): ante (be-
fore); are (metric unit of arca).

&, pref. (1) (prtg.), as in aboard. adying, afoot.
[OE on, an] ; (2) (intens.) away. oul. as in arise,
awake. [OF ar- or a-; cp. G er-] ; (3) (intens.) of,
from, as in akin, athirst. |OE of. af} . (4) (prep.)
from, a8 in avert. {L a, aJ 1 (5) (prep.) directly,
as in aspect, ascent, or indirectly through F 4, as
in achieve, from a chef, L ad caput. {L. ad-, to} ;
52_ (prep.) out of, ulterly, as in omend (

“thendér, L émenddré (or exmenddre). {L ex-, eg )
{7) not, without, as in achromatic. amoral. {Gr.
a-, an:

AA, (abbr.) Alcoholics Anonymous; anti-aircraft;
Automobile Association.

AAA, (abbr.) Amatéur Athletic Association; Améri-
can Automobile Association.

AAM, (abbr.) sir-to-air missile.

A and W, (abbr.) Ancient and Modern {(hymns).

asrdvark (ahd’vahk). n. the African ant-eater, Or-

{crempus capensis. sardwolt ;;':‘ul , n. & hyena-
ike carnivorous mammal, eles lalandi, of

_southern Africa. [Dut. aarde, ¢arth, varken; pig)

Aaronic (earon’ik). -fcal, a. of or pertaining to Aar-
on, his descendants, or the Jewish priesthood.
Aaron’s beard, n. pop. name for Hypericum caly-
cinum, or large-flowered St-John's wott, and for
Saxifraga sarmentosa, a Chinese herb with hanging
stems bearing clusters of hairy leaves. Aaron's
rod, n. pop. name for certain plants that flower on
long stems. ¢.g. great muilcin and goiden rod.

Ab (ab), n. the fifth ccclesiastical month, or 11th
civil month. of the Jewish yecar (corresponding
roughly with August). |Heb |

Aﬁ, abbr.) able-bodicd seaman: {(US) Bachelor of

ris, -
ab-!, pref. off. from, away, apart, as in abrogure.
abuse (cp. Gr. apo, Eng. of, off, G ab}; in L and
F derivatives often assimilated to subsequent con-
sonant or reduced to a, as in assoil, averl, avoca-
tign, abstracr. |L ab)

#b-2, prej. 1o, as in abbreviate. {L ad-, to, assim. 10
consonant b}

aback {shak'), adv. backwards; behind; by surprise:
with the sails pressed against the mast. (ME abak,
OE onbac {on-, on, beec, back)]

abactinal (abokii'nal, -ak’-), 4. pertaining to that
part of a radiatc amimal that is opposite the
mouth. |L ab-, from, away, Gr. akds aktinos. a

ray|

shacus (ab'akss), n. (pf. -l (-si). -cuses) a
counting-frame; an apparatus made of beads stid-
ing on wires for facilitating arithmetical caicula-
ticas; a flat stone crowning the capital of a column
and supporting the architrave. absacist, n.
an arithmetician. {L. abacus, Gr. abax -akos, a
tablet]

abaddon (sbad'an), n. a destroyer, the angel of the
Bottomless Pit, Apoilyon (Rev. ix.i1); Hell, the
Bottomless Pit. {Heb. dbad, he perished)

abaft (sbaft'). adv., prep. in. on or towards the
hinder part of a ship: behind. ja-, on; OE bexftan]

faballenate (abd'lionat), v.r. to transfer to the
oWnershi%of another, to alicnate.

(abald’'ni), n. an edible gaster

of the genus Haliotis. {Am. Sp. abuidn

sbandon (aban’dan), v.1. to give up, yield; to desert
or forsake; to surrender oneself unreservedly. e.g.
to indolence or vice. n. freedom from conven-
tional restraint, careless freedom of manner.
abandoned, a. deserted; wholly given up to wick-
edness, profligate. -né), n. FLaw) one
to whom anything is abandoned, e.g. an underwri-
ter to whom salvage is formally surrendered.
abandonment, .. the act of abandoning: self-
surrender to a cause, passion or vice; relinquish-
ment of proEcrty. desertion (of a relation, friend,
servant). [OF abandoner, 1o leave at liberty, from
@ bandon, at liberty; low L ad-, to, bandum, jur-
isdiction, P‘roclamation. OHG sanN|

& bas (a ba'), int. (F) down with.

abese {3bds"), v.. to lower to humble, deme.
abasement, n. the act of abasing, a state of i
liation, degradation. |OF abaissier (F abaisser), ic
lewer, from late L dre (AD-. bassare), late L
bassus, low) ) o

abash (obash’), v.t. to embarrass or pul to shame
by exciting a sense of guilt, mistake or inferiotity.

n.
mollusc

ahfar; afar; & fate: awfall; ebell; &beel: cher: ibit: Tbite: onot: Onote: ooblue; fisun; ufoot. & muse



abasia

abeyance

abashment, n. confusion produced by shame, con-
sternation.  [OF  eshair (F  ébahiry. pres.p.
esbaissant;, OF es- (L ex-) bair, to cxpress amaze-
ment, BAH

abagia (3ba'sia), n. lack of power to coordinate the
movements of the muscles in walking. (Gr. a-
not; basis. movement|

abask (obahsk’}, adv. in the sunshine, basking.

abate (obat'). r.r. to diminish. reduce, lessen. de-
duct; f1o heat down, destroy. v.i. to become less.
dinminish, fail. abatable, . abatement, ». abater,
n. {OF abutre, to beat down; a (L. ad) barre; lare L
batere, 1 batuere, beat|

abatls, abattis (a’'batis, -1€). n. a defence made of
felled trees with their boughs directed outwards,
sbattised (-tizd), a. furnished with an abattis. |F
abatis. from OF abatre. to beat down|

abatjour {abuazhood’), n. (F) a skylight

abattolr (ab’stwah). n. a public slaughter-house. |F)

abaxisl (abak’sial), a. facing away from the stem
AB- 1. axis)

abb (ah), n. yarp for a weaver's woof or weft.
somctimes warp-yarn. abb-wool, n. wool suitable
for a weaver's warp. {OF ab, aweb, awefun {(a- in-
tens., wefan, to weave)]

abba (ab'a). n. father (in the invocation Abba.
father): an cpiscopal title w the Syviac and Gothic
churches. |Aram. abba. O Father)

abbacy (abasi), n. the office and jurisdiction of an
abbot. abbat, ». Asso1. abbatial (-ha'-). 4. pertain-
ing to an abbey or an abbot. [late L abbania, from
ahbas, ABsO1]

8bbé (ab'a), n. an ecclesiastic without a cure: a
cleric in minor orders; generally a merc title with-
out any definite officc or responsibility. |F abbé,
an abbot, L abbas -atem]

abbess (ah'is. -cs). a. the lady superior of an
abbey. [OF abaesse, L abatissa fem. of abbas,
ABBOT

abbey zab‘i). n. a monastic community governed by
an abbor or abbess; a building either now or for-
merly inhabited by a body of monks or nuns: a
church atrached to an abbey. land, . land
now, or formerly, attached to an abbey. |OF
aheie. abaie, as prec.]

abbot (ab’at), n. a monk: the superior of a monast-
cry; the superior of an abbey. abbot of misrule,
(Sc.) abbot of unreagon, n. 4 leader in mediaeval
burlesque. abbotship, n. the state or office of an
abbot. [L abbas, Gr. abbas abbatos, Syriac abba,
father

shbreviste (sbré‘viat), v.f. to shorten, abridge, ve-
duce to a smailer compass, (-at), a.
shortened, cut short. abbrevistion, n. the act of
abridging or contracting; the abridged or short-
cned form. e.g, of a word; an abridgment. abbre-
viator, n. one who abridges or curtails; an officer
in the Roman Chancerv who abridges the peti-
tions granted by the Pope. , a. abbre-
viating or tending to abbreviate. shoriening.
abbreviature, n. an abbreviation, an abridgment.
{L. abbrevidtus, p.
ad-, brevis, short)

A B C1, n. the alphabet: rudimients, first principles.

A(shcc first letters of the alphabet]

2, (abbr.) American Broadcasting Company,

Associated British Cinemas; Australian Broadcast-

ing Commission.

Abgodlﬂ (abdé'rian}, a. pertaining to Abdera; given
to laughter. Abderite (ab'darit). n. an inhabitant of
Abdera: a stupid person. the , Demacri-
wus, the lsughing philosopher. {Abdera, a town of
Thrace, the inhabitants of which were regarded as
very stupid}

abdicate (ab'dikat). v.e. to resign. to formally re-
nounce, to give up. v.i. *o abandon or rclinquish a

. of abbrevidre, 10 shorten (ab-,

throne. or other dignity or privilege. abdicable, «
abdicant, 4. abdicating, renouncing. n. onec who
abdicates, an abdicator. abdication, #. the act of
abdicating. abdicator, n. (1. abdicdms, p.p. of
abdicdre %ab»‘ from. and dicdre, to dectare))
abdomen (ab’domon). n. that portion of the trunk
which lies between the thorax and the pelvis: the
beliv: the posterior division of the body in the
higher Arthropoda. abdominal (-dom’-). a. helong-
ing to the abdomen. of fish, baving the ventral fins
under the abdomen. abdominal regions, n.pl.
certain portions of the body near to or including
the belly. arbitrarity marked off for convenience
in anatomical study. abdominally, adv. abdomi-
nous (-dom’-), a. having a large abdomen, corpu-
lent, pot-bellied. {1

abduce (abdus’). v.r. 1o draw fiom one part to
another by an abductor: to lead away. sbducent,
a. having the propeny of drawimg back or away
(applied to muscles. the tunction of which is 10
draw awav or pull back the pars to which they
helong. The abducent muscles are opposed in
thewr action to the adductor or adducent muscles).
L abdiicere, ab-. from. diicere. to lead. draw|

abduct (abdikt'}, v.e. to take awayv {csp. a woman
or child) by guile or force. to kdnap. abduction,
n. a leading or dtawing away. scparation of parts
ot a bone after a fracture, or of sides of a wound:
the illegal taking away of a person, esp. a child or
a woman by fraud ot force. sbductor, . onc who.
or that which. abducts, a muscle which draws or
pulls back any part of the body {1 abducere. pp.
abductus)

abeam (abém’'}. adv. on a line at right angles to the
keel of a ship. {ram]

abear (abea’). 1.1 1o endure. put up with: to be-
have {onesclf). [OE aberanj

abecedarian (abasadea'rian}. 1. one wha teaches or
1s learning the alphabet. . alphabetical: having
verses  distinguished by letters  alphabetically
arranged like the 119th Psalm; a member of an
18th-cent. Anabaptist sert that rejected all worldly
knowledge, even of the alphabet.

(s&'da-) n. or a. ate 1. abecedarium, alphabet,
fromABCD

abed (abed’), adv. in bed. gone to bed.

abele (abel’, a'bl), n. the white poplar. [Dut. abeel,
OF abel, aubel, late L albellum, L albus, white|

aber (ab’a), n. a celtic term for the mouth of a
river. found as a prefix in place names, e.g.
Abherdeen.

Aberdesn (abadén’), 2. a rtough-huired Scoich
tcrrier, Aberdonian (-d6'-), n. a native or inhabi-
tant of Aberdeen, supposedly noted for thnift. a.
belonging to Aberdeen. |Scottish city]

aberdevine (abadivin'}, n. the siskin. [etym. doubt-

ful}

taberr, isberre (abee’), v.i. 0 wander: to err. |L.
aberrdre, ab-, [rom. errdre, to wander|

aberrgnce (abe'rans), -y, # 2 wandering from the
right way. a. wandering from the right
way; deviating from the nosmal type. s
n. deviation from the normal course or standard;
departure from rule; deviation from type; the
diffcrence between the true and observed position
of a heavenly body: deviation of focused rays pre-
venting them from uniting in a point. [ABeRe|

abet (shet'). v.r. (past, p.p. sbetted) to encourage
or aid (a person of cause) by word or deed; to
countenance, stimulate or instigate (chicfly in a
bad scusc). abstment, n. the act of abetting,
countenancing or encouraging. sbetter, (Law)

, n. onc who encourages or instigates

another: an accessory. [OF abeter, to instigate, de-
ceive; AD-, beter. see BAIT)|

sheyance (aba’ans), n. the state of being held back,
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