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Preface

This is a re-telling of a story that has been
dramatized in varinus forms, including a
naw-style opoera, in the People’s Republic of
China. The present version usas only the 60
charactars introduced in Beginming Chinese
Reader andt lessons 1-12 of Intermediate
Chinese Reader plus another 32 characters
which are espacially needed ta 1all the story

i view of the increasing ernphasis on the use
of simplified characters, these forms are used
threughout the story for both old and new
characters, v addition the new characters
appear in hoth thew simplified and regular
farms (the latter in parenthests) in thoe Notes
and Finyin Index.

The Notes present in seqguential order the
carcfulty limited number of new characters,
terms, and structures, together with ooca-
sional rranslations of more difficult phrases
The Stroke Index of Characlers lists all the
new characters that occur in the story.
Finatly the Pinyin Index provides a cumdda-
tive glossary of all these items.

These aids are intended to make the slory
easy to read. Students should not spend time
MMenioriZing characters or terms or othersise
Randling the material as a basic text, As
much as possible, even at the cost of some-
what less than 100 percent comprehension,
students should treat the story as something
to enjoy, not as something to agonize over.

The present valume, the second of five sup-
plementary readers to acconmpany Inter-
mediate Chinese Reader, was prepared to bo
read after the students have completed
Lesson 12 of that work, though of course it
can be read independently of the indicated
works. These five supplamentary readers
arc in addition to the five written to accom-
pany Beginning Chinese Reader.

John Defrancis
Editor
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zompany comnandor

A big landlord
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