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Foreword 11

This majestic work is a major contribution to the ethnography and understanding of the contem-
porary minority nationalities of Guizhou Province. It follows in the illustrious tradition of earlier works
such as the Qing Dynasty ethnographic descriptions written by Li Zongfang and the ethnographic illus-
trations in Chen Hao's Bashier Zhong Miaotu Bingshuo, which were recently brought together in Yang
Tingshuo and Pang Shengzhi's two volume work Baimiaotu Chaoben Huiban (Guizhou People’s Pub-
lishing House, 2004). Those earlier works were accurate and beautiful depictions but their aim was to aid
the local governmental representatives of the distant Emperor to rule the people of the province of
Guizhou. Professor Zhang Xiaosong's work, based on ethnographic research and photography conducted
with the greatest of care over a ten vear period, is dedicated to the celebration and preservation of these
vanishing ancient cultures. The volume comprehensively illustrates the mythology, history, culture and
rich living traditions as well as their recent adaptations to the modern world. This profusely illustrated
volume serves as a reference not only for scholars and officials, but also for interested tourists and for the
peoples themselves as they emerge onto the stage of the twenty-first century world. In the recent vears
of researching and writing this book, Professor Zhang has worked closely with Mme. Yang Shengming,
Director General of the Guizhou Provincial Tourist Administration, who herself has laboured for more
than two decades to bring respect and support to these rural peoples. Together they are fostering the
carefully managed introduction of ethnic and ecotourism so that these rural peoples may prosper while
continuing to live in their own regions of Guizhou without having to move to distant urban centres in
search of employment. Professor Zhang and Mme Yang are a team who remain very close to the village
peoples, having gained their respect and affection while working on projects that bring not only tourist
services, but continuing research and cultural strengthening to their numerous rural villages and small
towns. Itis with great pleasure that I can contribute to this book which is part of this major humanitarian
project bringing knowledge of the culture and the people of these small nationalities to us the readers,
as well as to tourists and to generations of the people themselves,while valuing and respecting their

cultural difference well into the twenty first century.

Nelson H. H. Graburn
Professor of Anthropology,

Curator of North American Ethnology, P. A. Hearst Museum,
Thomas G. Barnes Distinguished Professor, Canadian Studies Programme,

University of California, Berkeley
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