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A Brief History of Kwonghoi Leun Hop Wai Association

The Kwonghoi Leun Hop Wai Association is an association
of members from the Kwonghoi district of the People’ s Republic of
China. The Kwonghoi District is part of the city of Taishan, in the
province of Kwongdong and located in the south eastem part of the
country, Kwonghoi district is situated at the south west section of the
Pear] River Delta, with about 115 square kilometres, facing the
South Sea and within close proximity to Hong Kong and Macau. Due
to its location, Kwonghoi has long been associated with the trade
route. The population is about 20, 000 and the people resemble close
living customs and speaking the same dialect of the Chinese lan-
guage.

According to the historic records, the of Kwonghoi district
natives first started to seek new opportunities abroad in 1848. This
was right after the Ching Dynasty losing the " Opium War, " with
the British. There was also the social uprising during the * Hargar
Fighting” and during the time of several natural disasters. The
people had a very hard time living there and for these reasons, the
people tried to make a better living elsewhere.



Forced to seek out new opportunities abroad, many of the
early pioneers from the Kwonghoi district along with other Chinese
entered Canada under the Chinese Immigration Act, They were
recruited to work at half the pay of other workers, blasting the
Canadian Pacific Railway through the Rockies. After the completion
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the Canadian Federal Govemment
passed " An Act to Restrict and Regulate Chinese Immigration into
Canada” on July 20", 1885. The Chinese immigrants only were then
forced to pay a $50 head tax. That amount represented several years
of eamings. Since this head tax did not stop the Chinese from im-
migrating to Canada, the Federal Governiment passed other acts, on
July 18", 1900 and January Ist, 1900. Finally, the head tax was
raised to $500 in 1904. These measures discouraged but did not stop
Chinese inmigrants who were fleeing from natural disasters,
famine, war and social unrest. To stop them once and for all, the
Chinese Exclusion Act was passed in 1923. Now Chinese cannot
immigrate to Canada at any price.

The Goldrush, attracted the early Chinese immigrants to
Canada and considered Canada to be " Golden Mountain” . How-
ever, our pioneers being in a strange land with strange language
and strange customs found a strong sense of responsibility for each
other’ s welfare. There was a need to take care of the disadvantaged
one, the sick one, the old one, the financial distressed one, and to
promote friendship and to preserve the culture heritage. With these
goals in mind, in 1916 a group of Chinese in Toronto, with roots
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mostly in the Kwonghoi District, made a great effort in trying to
fulfill these necessaies. They rented an office on Bay Street, or-
ganized legally and registered a charter as a non - profit organiza-
tion in Ortario.

In 1947, with the amendment of the " The Canadian Tmmi-
gration Act”, it enabled Chinese in China to be united with their
families in Canada. This resulted in newinmigrants and new members
to the associaton. With the greater need to help new members and
with the new ideas, enthusiasm and energies of the new members,
the Association pursued its ultimate goal of the organization. In 1952,
a cammpaign was started to finance a permanent home. With the
member’ s support and contributions, a new building cormplex was
built in 1955 on Foster Place in Toronto to serve as the association’
s new home. This was indeed a milestone since it fulfilled the hopes
and dreams of our founders. In the early 1980° s, with the record
influx of Chinese immigrants, the membership of the organization
rapidly grew. It quickly becamre evident that the association outgrew
its facilittes and can no longer meet needs of its members. In 1981,
the Kwonghol Association moved to its present home on 189 An-
gusta Avenue in Toronto.

Since its establishment 85 years ago, whether on Bay Street
or on Foster Place ar on Augusta Avenue, the Association had
devoted all its strength and energy in serving the members, with
every opportunity to provide them with the maximumm possible
benefits and service. The Association made significant contribution
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to the Chinese Commmnity by assisting, supporting and participa-
ing in many activities that benefited all. In 1935 - 1945 the associ-
ation made donation for Chinese Govemnment to buy airplanes (o
fight in the war. Donations were made for flood relief and pur-
chased bonds to support the world war efforts. Within the local
community, the Association provided " Sunday Credit Union”
which benefited the members who needed financial assistance. Since
1980° s, the Association had -joined other Chinese organizations in
Toronto for many social meetings and as well as many common
initiatives such as standing united on the head tax compensation
issue and the Canada Immigration Act. The Association also bad the
privileges of entertaining delegations from the People’ s Republic
of China, supported and financed the Kwonghol news magazine.
The Association’ s work has extended beyond the local cormmumity
to the hometown, supporting health - care home for aged,
schools, and hospital renovations in the Kwonghoi District. The
annual anniversary banquet and scholarship award benefited mem-
bers and their families over the years.

On this special occasion of celebration the 85" anniversary of
our Association, we want to thank everyone who has contributed to
this important milestone. We want to pay a special tribute to the
founders of the Association, to honour them for their wisdom and
vision. We want to honour their foresight in recognizing the value
of this Association to the members and to the community, We want
to thank them for their self sacrifices and determination in building
the foundations for this Association to thrive today. As we reflect
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upon our past achievemrents, we hope that we will continue to serve
the members better while marching in the direction of the Canadian
mainstream. For us to be successful, we will require your full
support, your inputs and your involvement in working together to
overcorre the challenges facing us today and tomorrow.

The editors of this commemorative special edition, on
behalf of Kwonghoi Association’ s leadership would like to
express the deepest appreciation to the members, sponsors,
advisors, and writers, speial appreciation for the best wishes
from the Prime Minister of The People’ s Reight Honourable
Jesn Chretien, the Ambassador of Canada, the Right Hon-
ourable Jean Chretien, the Ambassador of The People’ s Re-
public of China to Canada, His Excellency, The Consulate
General of The People’ s Republic of China in Toronio, the
Premier of ontario, the Honourable Michael D. Harris, Tony
lanno, Member of Parliament, Trinity — Spadina, and indi-
vidual organizations from the Officials of The People’ s Re-
public of China, individual organizations from the Metropoli-
tan Toronto. Your messages of support have inspired us to
further serve the memhers and the community better.

Thank you for all your help and generosity, Without
your support, this commemorative special edition would not

be possible.

The Editors
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