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INTRODUGCTION

From the earliest times the Chinese have been:students of the plants
around them, have learned of their properties and made use of them in large
quantities for food, for healing disease, and in their industries.

Early literature is full of references to plants which are imperfectly
described, and therefore much confusion has often arisen in assigning the
proper Chinese name to plants that are already well known to science. A
plant may have one name in one place and an entirely different one in another
place not far removed.

Explorers and students of Botany from all over the world have taken
much interest during recent years in the Chinese flora, and many large her-
baria have heen collected and deposited in the museums of the West., These
herbaria have furnished material to the specialists who have worked out very
thoroughly the systematic side of our flora, and we now know, with a high
degree of certainty, the Latin names for a very large number of Chinese
plants. Thisis a very important step and it has required a long time to accom-
plish it, but a still more difficult and necessary one remained to be taken; that
is, the fixing and getting into general use of Chinese equivalents for the
already known Latin names. The knowledge along this line is in a very
confused condition and there is no standard work of reference to which we
may turn with the feeling that it has the stamp of authority upon it. Now we
have the first long step in this direction, a reference work to which we may
turn as a guide.

Not only has the lack of Chinese equivalents for Latin terms caused
confusion, but also the lack of any accepted standard of definition of terms in
Chinese to convey certain botanical thoughts or ideas. Technical terms are
the results of growth in a language, and in many cases the thoughts are new
to the language, so new terms to convey these new ideas must be made, and
this necessitates creating new words or giving a new significance to old
terws, and these are only-acquired by use, A dictionary of botanical terms
. has long been a much needed book for our students who cannot use foreign
languages and we wish for this one an immediate and an extensive field of
usefulness.

The preparation of such a publication is not the work of a short time,
nor is it thz work of one man. Months and years of research and the unsel-
fish co-operation of a number of workers have been required for this produc-
tion, and the authors are to be congratulated upon the completion of their
burdensome task.

NATHANIEL GIST GEE.
Soochow University,
Soochow,
August 21st, 1917.
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