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A  Survey of the Grand Canal

( I ntreoductory Note )

Just as the Great wall, the Grand Canal was also
a worldfamous projsct and great achjevement of the an—
cient Chinese pcople, For the Tongest Canal jn the
world, is there any of jts rcmajns left to be traced?
Does it still have the same charms as jt had through th-
ousand years of vicissitude? As was stated by some anc-
ient historians, Emperor Yangdl of the Sui Dynasty
dug the Canal “for the benefit of all the coming genera-
tions”; if so,ls the prescnt—cday Canal still so benefic-
ial to China’s national economy? For this purpose, in
July and August,!1981,some members of the Society of
Tang History and a number of ¢xperts and scholars,en-
gaged in the study of local history and the history of hy-
draulic engineering,formed a team of forty persons to
have made a systemnatic survey of the southern half of the
Grand Canal,beginning from Ningpo,where the Grand
Canal extended itscli to the Mingzhou Estuary, passing
across the East Zhcjiung Canal, the Jiangnan River,
the Hangou Canal and the Bianqu Canal, and termina-
ting at Zhengzhou, All the cuestions mentioned above w-
ill be answered in this book, which is a narration of the
survey, Besides, the book includes a truthful rccord of
the long and arduous journcy over the torrid arcas, as
well as a vivid description, which will entertain you ve-

ry much, if you read it,
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