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Brief Introduction to Mr. Gao Zhanxiang

Mr. Gao zhanxiang was born in Nov, 1935. He
was very interested in art when he was in his
childhood. At the age of nine, he started to create
his first collection named " The Children's Song".
In the year of 60's, he worked in Beijing people's
Printing Factory and was appointed to the
director of the literature club at that time. From
the end of 50's to the early 60's, he studied in
Beijing Amateur Art School, and he was in charge
of the critique for arts in Beijing city. After that,
he was absorbed as a member of Chinese
Writers Association, Chinese Handwriting
Committee, and Chinese Photographer
Association, and then he was invited as the guest
professor in Beijing University, Chinese People's |
university, Shanghai Communication University,
Blc.

Mr. Gao Zhanxiang always keeps his creation in
the field of art in many decades. He has gained
lots of prizes in the aspects of his poems, essays,
songs, handwritings, photographing, cultural
comments and so on. Some of his works have
been adapted into the text book for high school
students. Some of them were selected as the
excellent reading material, and "The Four
Hundreds poems to Lotus" has won the top prize |
in the world — the best certificate for Genius
records. Mr. Gao is capable of opera, poem,
music, dance, painting, and writing cultural
comments, etc. He also has got some works in
such fields. There are more than 30 masterpieces
from his writings now. Mr.Gao Zhanxiang is a
good artist with so many various interests and
capabilities. On the other hand, he is a nice leader
who really understand the development of arts
and he is able to manage the cultural events very
well.
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Preface

Mr. Gao Zhanxiang has made a great surprise to his friends in the respect of photographing
because of his professional graceful and various photos on lotus within the short period of time.
Followed by some of his masterpieces, such as " The Song of Lotus" , "The spirit of Lotus", " Four
Hundreds Poems of Lotus", his new piece " the Song of Chrysanthemum" has been born in recent
days. | sincerely admire him that there displayed so many splendid achievements through his great
effort and kind pursuing in the world of art during these decades. It caused a big stir in the field of
photographing that Mr. Gao has created a kind of remarkable photograph style about the lotus on
his own.

Although he was appointed to the leader in Art department of our country for a long time, Mr. Gao
zhanxiang has never been giving up his research in many kinds of arts. Owing to the same interests,
| have got many chances to take pictures together with Mr. Cao in some counties, and we always
talked about the current or new ideas in the respect of photographing. | found that he has not only
got some unique thoughts in this point but also tried to make his skill of photographing more and
more precisely. Meanwhile he has created many kinds of images with the outstanding characteristics
in his masterpieces. His photos about flowers existed some Chinese traditional thoughts of arts,
and the combined air of harmony and peace., clearness and freshness. There appeared a lot of
valuable pieces in this book, which can be enjoyed in any points of view, whether short distance or
long distance.

Chrysanthemum was regarded as "the hermit of all flowers" in ancient china. It symbolized a type
of high spiritual power in one's mind. And it's fragrance also described a feeling of ease for some
emotional artists. Chrysanthemum is like an ambassador in the season of Fall. It illustrates the
prosperity in this period with the special yellow color of this season. Anyhow, we can not find some
pessimistic feelings in his words but his passionate love and enthusiasm to the nature and human
lives. Mr. Gao enjoys chrysanthemum very much. So he always eulogizes them by using his skillful
and prosperous photographing methods, and always keeps the balance in color between thickness
and lightness. It seems that people also feel themselves into a purified moonlight, strolling among
the blossoms with some charming fragrance, filled with romance.

| do appreciate Mr. Gao's photos about chrysanthemum and | sincerely believe that this collection
would convey much pleasure and enjoyment to most of readers and friends who are really involving
in the world of art.

Zhuang Jianmin
April 23, 1998
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