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“Children’s music education is not about producing musicians,
Rather, it is about achieving the educational goals of a ‘whole person’.
If one has the 'misfortune’ of becoming a musician, it is purely by |

accident.”

Dr. Yip Wai-hong




BPIAER XEBREETR HEREEL
AIHEEREAERE

ZEE-F+TACTH FEEBIAEBBRPIBRRITRE LR
BESFROBE REAMEFER I _AFHELEREL  YRJB|EEFR
EHXEFERMAERARETRLEDNTE - EBT R T/ NEAGRF -
REETHFBEIANAE  BETERIMBEETER - RASR T4
AR B E - N NAFENBTEREARENLE  REA2HENTES
REH FEABEREBF O EB I EAESEHE LAAE=1+=
FHEBEMOFESKE  BRESHRMIET REMTINE - A 8B B
CAFFHEAPA  FAABZEFFRIBHEMELEHD - RS~ 72
MAEREGERBOSD  REARILZFERUAEETLHEIANE S -

RKBTERUANEEEZFARNERNE METZTZFRETRHK
BERERE  REUBFEREAREIRTZ TZE0ARE - RN =+=
WAL T2ER  BREITERCTETHET L OBE - AWk eaR
s - B ERAKY —FHERN N BREMBEEERZESBMAKBIE - Ry
ZAREABENE-HEAEZ - RERTEE2M/ ELRIABEEMRY
HRERE -

bR R SRETESLAARNZITRERE  NLnEIesr,/
ARBUTBFORE - FAAAR - B/ BRPINEREENIEE - SR
- RARRBEDNEG L EREDEIEOEY - FEEETBES - tha)
BTN B EEERNET L - R TEE FEABEAETEEN
AR AERAOH  IRELNER ISR EHRESENT e i
THITRES - FEOEE BT ECH B %X N NARE NI - TR
B ARRIRERT  REIZO0B A ERRTROEBRMNTE
TROME - FEEE  BERTFX BEEINTHE BARTRE 128+



21X HIRAES - R0 BEMNNEBREANERT  FEEMNEH B
ML BREMRES NS HEIEROANS] - ZF 31 - XiETFRMAE
ERe&BSEHLE - TXRESZ SN AL (Wright University)
BEARITEANEGEERE - ¥ARMNOENEHH  HZABRE—H
HISIREEL « BURELRGE —UEER  YES - ABNSLERK
T MEGHGBREEN K FHFENEE CRESERD EB1AE%
EERHEOER L EHMAIBH - &k T 1

R RIESHEE AR FLINEER  AEBEEWEAETHRtD
BEREUVEESE BDTENSRABEENOKRFER YANMS 7S
BRESE thBH - AmEIE -

—EFEF-F=H4
HEEBHIRPY



Preface

On December 20,2001, Dr. and Mrs. Yip Wai-hong visited Macau on the
invitation of the Presidente, Institute Cultural, Ms. Heidi Ho, to attend a concert
cetebrating Macau’'s second anniversary as a Special Administrative Region of
China. They also met with Ms. Ho over breakfast the next morning to discuss
children's music activities. During their short visit, | became half a host, receiving
the Yips al my home. We have known each other for many decades, ever since
his founding of the Hong Kong Children’s Choir In 1969. That was when | bagan to
be involved in his children's music activities. The Yip's Children’s Choral and
Performing Arts Centre planned this book as a mementa of thirty-three years of
expernence in Dr. Yip's path in develeping music education, and asked if | would
write the preface. After agreeing, | realized that | do not belong to the professional
music circle, and eannot provide any professional viewpoint in the preface. | could
only comment, as an old friend and ex-colleague, on Dr. Yip's efforts through out
his life in music education.

Dr. Yip was my cclleague at the Hong Kong Baptist University. He had just
marked thirty-three years in childrer’s music education, and | had also servad in
various capacities at the Hong Kong Baptist University for the same number of
years. QOur thirty-three yvears do not overlap comptetely, but Dr. Yip's and my
connection to children's music education has been continuous. When he first
borrowed a school in Shamshuipo to establish the Hong Kong Chitdren’s Choir,
my daughter was one of the first who were admitted, and | became one of the
parents who bring the children to choral practice every Saturday.

t also participated in the Pan Asia Symphony Crchestra founded by Dr. Yip.
He also served on the faculty of the Hong Keng Baptist University (formerly Baptist

College) for almost thirty years. Therefore, we have had contact for many years

ti



on many levels. During this time, | withessed Dr. Yip's unceasingly creative spirit.
With very little resources, he created possibilities. Where there was no path
mapping an open area, he created roads. Many would only embark on music after
financial backing, whether in government or foundation grants. Dr. Yip did it
ditterently. When he started, he relied cniy on his musical talent and training. All
he had was his lave of children, love of music, endless inspiration and steadfast
will te fight. In the past few decades, Dr. Yip's work - although not every single
endeavor was perfect - and his s$pirit, persistence, creative imagination, his love
for music and chiidren, have already brought children’s music education to the
farefront globally. Three years ago, Dr. Yip brought his ¥ip's Children’s Choir to
North America, and performed at Wright University in Qhio. | was also there on a
visit, and attended the concert with the Presidant of Wright University, who was
himself a musician and had served as Dean of Music at another university. The
President’s appreciation of the concert performance was tremendous. To me, this
was proof that Dr. Yip has already succeeded in what he had set out to achieve.

I am really delighted to write this preface. | hope readers wilt find in this book
the emotions and thoughts of a tireless and dedicated music creatar, learning

frem him rot only truths about musie, but also about life.

Daniel Chi-wai Tse
Chairman, University Council, University of Macau
Former president and Vice-Chancellor of Hong Keng Baptist University

March, 2002
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Introduction

Dr. Yip Wai-hong served on the faculty of Hong Keng Baptist University for almost
thirty years (1963-1992). During his tenure, he established the music curricuium, founded
the Music and Arts Department. organized choral and symphonic activities, and brought
up generations of music professionats. Dr. Yip believes that music education should begin
from an early age, and children need group music activities, because they not only learn
music but also how to conduct themselves in social settings. This is markedly different
from individua! instruction or learning instruments.

Starting in 1968, Dr. Yip devoted most of his efforts in music education for children.
While teaching chora! singing, he sought out ways of training technique and musical
expression. His accumulated experience throughout these years from choral training has
been collected into a system of music education, starting with the first steps of exposing
teddlers to music. Or. Yip also founded the Hong Kong Children’s Symphony Orchestra to
extend the musical horizons of youngsters.

Among Dr. Yip's musical contributions are: presenter at a classical music television
programme in the 1970s ("Music Treasures”); music director and conductor of the Pan
Asia Symphony Orchestra, also commentator explaining classical music to the audence,
extending the educational mission of the Orcheastra. In addition, he has given lectures and
geminars on children’s musical and choral training locally and abroad for many years.
Dr. Yip i committed to discovering musical talent, nurturing and protecting predigies,
guiding and encouraging them throughout their careers. One could say that Dr. Yip's music
education work covers a very wide range, and benefits individuals and groups alike.

In fact, Dr. Yip is not only distinguished as a music educator and leader in choral
training, he is also a composer, administrator, and university professor; conductor of the
Pan Asia Symphony Orchestra, and promoter of classical music to peopte from all walks
of life. The fokowing text does not provide an exhaustive account of the many achievements

of Dr. Yip.
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Message from United States
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San Francisco. June 18,1994,

Dear Friends and Colleagucs,

It is with great pleasure that | salule Dr. Yip Wai-hong on this the 30th year
cclebration of his many cantributions Lo music education. Dr. Yip has not only achieved
miracles with his work with children and young adults in Hong Kong. but his work has
made lasting impressions on people around the world. Anyone who has heard his
Children’s Choirs knows that Dr. Yip i» not only an outstanding musician himself, but
also has the incredible ability to inspive children to musical heights that they would
never have dreamed of. Having known and worked with Dr. Yip for over a decade,
Y treasure hijs triendship and admire hiy skills as a choral director. composer and music
professor. My congratulations (o him for his service to our profession and I look forward

to many more years ol collaboration.

All best wishes,

Caralynn A, Lindeman. D.M.A|
Professor of Music. San Francisco State University
President of MENC : The National Association for Music Education






Tapiola, May 31,1999

Message from Finland

['l} never forget, when listening for the first tirmne to the Children’s Choir of Hong
Kong, conducted by Yip Wai-hong. They were performing at ISME (International
Socvicty for Music Education) World Confercnce in Perth, Australia, in 1974, | was
absolutely thrilled about their high class vocal quality, joy of singing and charming
repertoire. Afterwards { have been fortunate enough o meet Dr. Yip and his singers a
few times, also in Finland.

Over distances, seas and mouniains, [ feel a real fraternity with this excelient
musician, educator and organizer. T think we arc sharing very sirnilar ideas, how to iry to
build our commeon world to a little bit belter place to live , through beauty of music and
young human voices and souls,

Please. Dr. Yip, my Dear Fricnd and Colleague, accept my sincere congratulations

lor your great life's work!

Wishing still many creative years!

Erkki Pohjola

Professor

Haonorary Doctor of Sibelius Academy

Founder / Conduetor of Tapiola Choir, Finland 1963-94
Artistic Director of Songbridge 2000
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Arizong,UUSA
Junc 5.1999

Dr. YIP WAIL-HONG :A living legend

Twenly-lwo years ago, | met Dr. ¥ip Wai-hong and my life has never heen the
same. T am one of the thousands of lives he has influenced in a positive way. As | recall,
oneg of the first things he said to me when we met was "Why don't you organize an
International Children's Choir Festival at the Kennedy Center?" At that time I was
director of the Kennedy Center's Education Programs and it seemed like a good suggestion.
I had no idea how much work it would involve or for how many years [ would he
organizing choir festivals. Dr. Yip told me he knew a few cheirs we could invite that
would be interested and all | would have to do was Lo orgunize the festival and raise the
moncy. Well, he did know a few choirs, they did come, we presented the fastival in 1978
and it seems like T have been presenting festivals ever since that time.

Dr. Yip is a man with a message and a misston. With his unbounding energy, be led
the formation of the International Society for Children’s Choral & Performing Arts
(ISCCPA) in 1982 and has been a driving force in the organization since that time. When
he passed on the chairmanship of the organization, he was named Honorary Chairman
for life. We have seen the organization geow from the original 12 choirs in 1982 to an
organization of more than 60 member choirs today. '1he Sociely has served several
thousand children since its inception in 1982.

Certainly, as a conductor, composer, and educator, Dr. Yip has been a leading
force for the arts and music education in Hong Kong. For several decades he has devoted
his talents and energy to impraving the arts and culture of the territory, having earmed the
description "Father of Children's Choirs in Hong Kong." His influence has not been
limited to Hong Kong. He has traveled far and wide, taking his children's choirs to
perform in nearly every major concert hall in the world. The lives he has enriched with
his music, kindness, and energy are countless. The music of his choir has inspired many
directors and other young singers. All of the choirs and directors participating in this
festival and the continuation of the festival in Beijing next week have benefited from
working with Dr. Yip. We all consider him our [riend.

He is a master teacher and ofien is heard offering advice, sharing music, and
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