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Preface

It has already heen 10 years since the National Laboratory of Medical Cenelics was founded. When we
look back at its footprints and review its listory, everyone who cumently works or previously worked in
the laboratory cannot help but feel something in common: the special memories of Lhe unusual expericnces
that last a life time.

Seientific research is like the Olympies in certain wavs. The scientists are just like athletes and re-
search projects are like athletic sports. The number of seientisis involved in a speeific project is similar to

imes thou-

somelimes dozens,  some

that of the athlelex involved in an individual athletic sport, they are

and set his or her standards 10 be the first one

sands or more all over the world. Every seienlist aspire
16 discover a scientific principle. just as an athlete selx hiz or her standards to win an Olympic gold

the seientists generally only recognize the first one who made the

medal. However, in the scientific ficld
discovery and largely ignore the others, unlike in Olympics with the first one winning gold, the seoond
winning silver and the third winning bronze medals. For this reason, we el up our slandards: 1o beeone
“number one™ in certain aspects of medical geneties in the world from the first day of this laboratory.
Based on the development of medical genetics and the Tesources of our laboratory at that time, we chose

chromosome microdissection/microcloning as a breakthtough point for us to hecome the “number one” . Dur-

ing the develop of microdisseetion/microcloving, an enfire set of important lechniques in molecular ge-
netien was established and o large number of knowledgeuble scientists with great technical skills were sue-

ully trained. Some of them are now very active in genetic research und related fields. Scientists from

ce

entific papers in the world”s most prestigious journals such

our laboratory have published more than 10 s

Seience, Cell and Nalure Geneties, having a significant impact on scientific community.

as Nature,
*d the

In the past decade we have experienced failures and successes. sadness and happiness. We mi
chance to become the “number ome” in cloning the gene for hereditary maltiple exosiosis type 1l only by

Thal taught uws what seientific compelition is. Through thai failure, however, we suw our

Iwo we

strength and a promising future, The successful cloning of the gene responsible for one type of hereditary

deafness was the first time for Chinese scientists to clone a heredilury diseusc gene in China and is the

first “number one” for our laboratory

ar history of our laboratory . we would like to thank

Al the moment when we review lhe memorable 10—y
those who gave us support and encouragement in diflicult times. including officials of our universily, the

government, the National Natural Science TFoundation. our academic peers and members of the Academic

ational Taboratory of Medical Genetics. The National Laboratory of Medical Geneties

Committee of the
would not be the same as it is loday without their efforts.

Ten yveurs history mukes us more experienced and confident. A research feam consisted of Professor
Jighui Xia. a member of the Chinese Academy of Engincering and the founder of this laboratory. Pro-

g along with @ number of hard working young scientists with

ssors Han-Xiang Deng and Zhuo—Hua

a spiril of innovation and team=work has heen formulated. We believe that in the second decade of the laborato-

ry, with professor Xia's leadership, more scientific miracles and *“number ones” will be achieved.
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