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Wl LR R S B 2R RS, bRV AR W Z IR ? Professor Susan
Chyn, EMEEHH R POW KX E8 EVEZ0EH1E248 ER S,

Number one: read texts that represent a high level of discourse; soak up
that language. But, remember that written text has a discourse that is sepa-
rate from spoken discourse. Some of you were speaking today in very, kind
of written-prose language, and you may not want to do that in the future.

Number two piece of advice: make a tape recording of yourself talking
about abstract topics or complex topics then go back and listen to it and
listen to how it sounds; if it’s cohesive and coherent? are there errors? Then
go back, practice again, and do it a second time like editing a written text but,
in fact, it’s a spoken text. You will hear what you’re doing that could be
improved, even you, and of course if you have teachers, that’s even better,
but you, yourself will hear.

Finally, my last piece of advice for you is that you should practice
building; if language, if spoken language was like a house you should prac-
tice building the house brick by brick, storey by storey so you can all do
basic sentences now, clearly. And, most of you are pretty good at building
paragraphs, but some of you are not yet perfect house builders in terms of
discourse and organization skills so you want to practice writing compound
and complex sentences, and then weave those together into paragraphs and
you’ll weave those paragraphs into the full spoken text. Weave them together,



push yourself to go for the discourse and woven nature so that not only the
thought flows, but it’s coherent. And, I think you’ll agree with me, that some
of the most compelling speeches we heard today displayed this coherent
and sort of natural progression of ideas. If you do that, there’s no doubt in

my mind that you can progress at this area.

In conclusion, I would like to quote one of our question masters, who
said today that, “Life is a journey, not the arrival, that you focus on the
journey not the arrival.” Language learning is lifelong, lifelong. So, as you
move forward, language learning enjoy the journey and I look forward to

seeing you again.
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Opening Remarks

JE A i

ood morning ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to

G the 21st Century Ericsson Cup 8th National English
Speaking Competition. First, let me introduce the two

of us, your hosts for today. I’'m Jason Subler from Beijing Broad-
casting Institute and an old friend of China Daily, and standing —
here beside me is Ms. Qiu Yuanyuan, an English program host-

ess from Jiangsu Broadcasting Cooperation.

Thank you, Jason. I’m honored today to co-host this year’s
speaking competition. [’'m known about the 21st Century Cup l
National English Speaking Competition since my school times.
Today, I feel really happy and excited that this competition has
come to Nanjing, not only because it is a city that I’'m living, but
because it is a city with a splendid culture and history and, more
importantly, a city with so many English learners.

Since China Daily started this competition in 1996, it has =
drawn the attention of thousands of young people and has proven
to be the most prestigious English speaking competition in China.
It aims to promote English language learning in China and to
bridge the different cultures of the world. The competition has
also been chosen by the London-based English Speaking Union
as the qualification contest in China for its annual international
public speaking competition. Past champions of our competition
have gone on to win the first prize and the best non-native En-

glish speaker awards in London.
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This is the 8th time that China Daily has organized this
contest. We hope it will be a good opportunity for the partici- =

pants to display their talents in language and public speaking and
to exchange ideas on important current issues. We also hope
that you, the audience, will enjoy this exciting competition and-
benefit from what you hear.

The scale of our competition has always been expanding.
About 500 students from more than 300 universities around China
took part in the first round of this competition last October. Af-
ter regional contests in east, west, south, and north China, the
top two winners from each region now come to today’s final
competition to compete with contestants from our seed

universities.

There are all together twenty-four contestants from univer-
sity around China to compete in today’s English speaking
competition. =

Ladies and gentlemen, this competition will be mediated by a
panel of seven judges. The panel includes experts on communi-
cations and on English language teaching and learning. Also on
the panel are three “question masters” who will be responsible
for raising questions of today’s contestants. Now, let’s go over
the rules of the competition.

Each of the contestants have 5 minutes to present a pre-
pared speech, 3 minutes to deliver an impromptu speech, and
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3 minutes to answer questions raised by the judges. During the
prepared speech, a staff member will raise a red cardboard asa =

signal that there is one minute left. Then, at the end of 5 minutes,
a bell will ring to let the speaker know that the time has run out, so ——=
please ring the bell. Thank you. :

Thank you. Now, the topic for today’s prepared speech is
“Tourism and Ecology: Learning Through Travel”. China Daily
and Ericsson China Company Limited hope that this topic will
help China’s younger generation to think deeply about the rela-
tionship between tourism and ecology and that it will provoke more -
thoughts among a wider range of young students.

And the topic for impromptu speeches will be read out to the
contestants right on this stage.

Ladies and gentlemen, the top overall winner today will be
awarded the 21st Century Ericsson Cup. The top contestant who
was born after May 18, 1982 will be honored as Most Promising
Speaker and will receive a scholarship to travel to the annual
International English Speaking Competition to be held by the En-
glish Speaking Union in London this May.

So Jason, why the date May 18, 1982?
Well, that’s because the international public speaking will be

held this May, and the organizer, the English Speaking Union,
requires all participants to be under the age of 21.
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@ Scene to Remember

Gu Qiubei

Shanghai International Studies Universit
Advisor: Gong Longsheng

S

s

e

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Today I would
like to begin with a story.

There was once a physical "therapist who traveled all
the way from America to Africa to do a “census about
mountain “'gorillas. These gorillas are a main attraction to
tourists from all over the world; this put them severely
under threat of “poaching and being put into the zoo. She
went there out of curiosity, but what she saw strength-
ened her determination to devote her whole life to fighting
for those beautiful creatures. She witnessed a scene, a
scene taking us to a place we never imaged we’ve ever
been, where in the very depth of the African rainforest,
surrounded by trees, flowers and butterflies, the mother
gorillas “'cuddled their babies.

Yes, that’s a memorable scene in one of my favorite
movies, called Gorillas in the Mist, based on a true story
of Mrs. Dian Fossey, who spent most of her lifetime in
Rwanda to protect the ecoenvironment there until the very
end of her life.

To me, the movie not only presents an unforgettable
scene but also acts as a “timeless reminder that we should

1) therapist ['Berapist] n. 5 27 % 4) poach [paut[] v. fii 4

2) census ['sens@s] n. i fr 5) cuddle ['kadl] v. fi#

3) gorilla[ge 'rila] n. ) Fi'% 6) timeless ['taimlis] adj. /K[
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