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Yang Liwas born in a village of Heilongjiang Province in
1928. He graduated from the department of art of the Lu
Xun Art and Literary Academy in 1948. He was deputy
secretary-general of the Chinese Artists’ Association,
Heilongjiang Branch; deputy director of the Heilong-
jiang Provincial Art Gallery; and deputy director of the
Heilongjiang Pictorial Publications. Now he is a painter
at the Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of Poetry,
Painting and Calligraphy; a professor at the Cor-
respondence University of Chinese Painting and Calli-
graphy; and deputy director of the Beitian Academy of
Chinese Painting of Heilongjiang

In 1986, his painting Wind Peony was selected to
be shown in the Contemporary Chinese Flower-and-
Bird Painting Exhibition and later it won the first prize
and honorary prize in the national and provincial
exhibitions.

Wind Peony protrays peony’s air of elegance and
coquetry in a fresh brushwork. Known as the “king of
flowers,” the beauty of a graceful bearing seems to be
whispering gently and dancing with wind. Generally, the
flower-and-bird painting is always a still life, with the

emphasis on the fine brushwork; while Wind Peony

brings about an effect of a “motion picture.”

Chinese traditional painting theory always lays
stress on the relation between artistic conception and
subject matter. It pays attention to the form and
tradition, but more values the spirit and innovation. The
combination of the two aspects helps promote the

development of artistry and aesthetics
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Wind Peony.
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Butterflies Dancing in the Wind.
Japan, Sapporo Government
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Wind Peony.
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Wind Peony.
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Wind Peony. Japan, Miyuki Kawanaka collection
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Peony in the Night Wind.
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Peacocks
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Pine and the Eagle.
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Rooster Heilongjiang Pro-
vince, Heilongjiang Academy
of Painting and Calligraphy
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Dancing. Japan’s Keo Plaza, Sapporo Hotel
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Butterflies and Plums.
tion.

Japan, Hiroki Chiba collec-
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Ode to the Plum.
collection.

Japan, Mainichi Hosokyoku Chao
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Flower of Friendship. Japan, Hokkaido : Takahiro
Yokomichi collection
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