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Part A VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

20-B-1 What were you up to?
l gossip
What's that?
Who's the lucky guy?
at the formal dance
When's the big day?
ex-husband
20-B-2

It's none of his business now.
a church wedding

a civil ceremony

Catholic

recognize

divorce

sacrament

in the eyes of

what Roger's religion is
Confucian Philosophy

To you Westerners it probably
is.

somewhat
superstitious
Buddhists

live a good life
eventually

so far
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Christian

bride

20-B-3 maid of honor
bridesmaids

best man

used to be

flame

that was over

groom

ex-boyfriend

You might get together again.
nevelr can tell

throw

a shower

bachelor party

kitchenware

She likes to cook.

roast

bake

broil

I'ry

deep-fries

20-B-4 trimmings
gravy

French-cut

string bean
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h arts of lettuce BEELD °
oven FEFE
stove | o

freezer mEE (ﬁibk'fﬁ—fij() °
refrigerator UKAE °

sauce pans :ﬁ‘ﬁeg ﬁ% B

frying pans RUER o
Vcoffee pot nn ok 25 o
toaster %ﬁ@tﬁo
kitchen utensils BESBAR-
tea kettle X3 o
You're way ahead of me. IR (&8 Bt (RERFFEBW o
have to WAZR o
stick to EX %o
20-B-5 bathroom shower BRnEHRe
linen shower REKE » KE » (LBAE > M (B&RKX
part ¢ ) o°
miscellaneous BEM o
double-up on AH,;TH -
nightgown BEN o

something else personal s B AMIKY ©

wedding gown KIS TR o
I don't have the slightest idea. F— BL AR 40 o
attendants B ABZTE -
reception 'K o
is held B7 o
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joke BHELR
hold the ladder REBT ©
elope FLFF o
bridal bouquet g 75 (CFriEEmE 5 o
throw iy o |
single girl FIEL B o
with her back to them Lo 5 A o

shoulder B o

Part B DIALOGUE

Ruth: What were you up to?

Zita: We had a very pleasant chat in Nancy's room.

Ruth: Hope 1it's not gossip.

Zita: 1 have surprising news for you.

Ruth: What's that?

Zita: Nancy is getting married.

Ruth: Well, isn't that simply wonderful! My best wishes to her.
Who's the lucky guy?

Zita: Roger. He proposed last Saturday night at the formal
dance.

Ruth: My, how romantic! When's the big day?

Zita: Right after graduation.

Ruth: I just wonder how her ex-husband feels about her marrying

such a nice guy.
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It's none of his business now.

Will it be a church wedding or a civil ceremony?

Well, Nancy is Catholic. But she can't be remarried in
her church, because they do not recognize divorce.

Why?

Because marriage is a sacrament, and in the eyes of her
church she is still married to her first husband.

Don't you know what Roger's religion is?

No. What is yours?

I believe in the Confucian Philosophy. He had very good
ideas.

Well, that's a religion.

To you Westerners it probably is, but not to us Chinese.
Why?

You see, a religion is somewhat superstitious.

I don't think so.

Just like our Chinese Buddhists, Some of them believe -
that if they worship Buddha and live a good life they will
be reincarnated and eventually attain their goal of reach-
ing heaven. On the other hand the Confucian Philosophy
teaches living the truth. My whole life so far has been
based on this principle.

This is something new to me. Very interesting.

By the way, what's your religion?

Christian. But I'm not good at debating these things.
So, Nancy will be a bride again,

20-B-2
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Zita: She's hoping I'll be her maid of honor.

Ruth: Did you promise her?

Zita: Yes, 1 did. JIt'll be my first time. She has also asked
Betty and Barbara to be her bridesmaids.

Ruth: Who did Roger ask to be his best man?

Zita: His old classmate, John Hickman. He used to be my old
flame, but that was over a long time ago.

Ruth: Very interesting. The groom's best man is the maid of
honor's ex-boyfriend. You might get together again.

Zita: Impossible.

Ruth: You never can tell about these things.

Zita: 1'l1l get together with the girls and we'll throw a shower
for her.

Ruth: Did you tell her?

Zita: Yes, but she said not to go to any trouble.

Ruth: So, what are you going to do?

Zita: Suppose we give her a surprise shower one of these days?

Ruth: That's a good idea. What about a bachelor party for Roger?

Zita: The men will take care of that.

Ruth: What does she need?

Zita: What about giving her some kitchenware? She likes to cook.

Ruth: Yes, she roasts delicious duck, bakes cakes, broils steaks -
she can cook almost everything.

Zita: Have you tasted her fried chicken?

Ruth: No. How does she fry it?

Zita: She deep-fries it. I just love it. She also makes a

20-B-3
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delicious roast beef dinner with all the trimmings
baked potatoes, French-cut string beans and hearts
lettuce with bleu cheese dressing.

Is that a salad?

Yes, but Chinese people probablv wouldn't like the
cheese dressing. Most Americans like it.

Well, a kitchen shower certainly seems appropriate
Nancy.

I hﬁpe the other girls will like the idea.

I'm sure they will. What do you want to give then
oven, a stove, a freezer, or a refrigerator ?

What do you think we are, rich as Rockefeller?
Well, what do you suggest?

Well, there are a variety of t4hings to choose from

- gravy,

of

strong

for

- sauce

pans, frying pans, baking dishes, coffee pot, toaster,

kitchen utensils, flatware, cannister’ set, tea kettle...

Hey, wait a minute. You're way ahead of me. What

kitchen utensils, flatware, and a cannister set?

are

Kitchen utensils are the tools you use to prepare and

serve food; flatware is the forks, knives and spoons;

and cannisters are pretty containers for flour, sugar,

coffee and tea.

Do we have to stick to kitchen things for wedding shower

gifts?
No, certainly not - only for a kitchen wedding shower. A
new bride needs all kinds of things. You can also give a

20-B-4
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Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

Zita:

Ruth:

bathroom shower, a linen shower, or a miscellaneous shower.
Sounds very expensive.

Anything that costs more than about five dollars, we could
double-up on.

What's double-up on?

That means that several girls share the price of one item.
We'll each give her a wedding present when the time comes
so we don't want to spend too much money now.

Can we give her a pretty nightgown or something else per-
sonal?

Yes, since she is a very good friend of ours. You usually
don't give things like that to someone you don't know very
well,

I wonder if she has chosen her wedding gown.

I don't have the slightest idea. I wonder what color
dresses we'll wear as her attendants.

What do you mean by colors?

The bride is the only one who wears white. She picks the
color she likes, and all the bridesmaids are dressed alike.
It makes a very pretty picture.

Are the ceremony and reception held in the same place?

No, not usually. Most people are married in a church,

and then the wedding party and guests go to another place
for the reception. Sometimes however, they hold the
reception in a big room in the cnurch,

Where do they go?

20-B-5
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Either they go to a public place such as a hotel, a res-
taurant, or a club, or to the home of the bride.

They go to the home of the bride?

Why do you ask?

The Chinese custom is to go the groom's home - just the
opposite.

Oh! In our country the bride's family is responsible for
the entire wedding - arrangements, costs, etc. So the re-
ception is held at her home.

That's very expensive for the father of the bride.

Many American fathers joke that they would rather hold

the ladder for their daughter to climb down and elnpe

than pay for a wedding.

Tell me something about the bridal bouquet. Isn't it the
custom to throw it?

Yes. When the bride and groom are ready to leave on their
honeymoon all the single girls gather in one place. The
bride stands with her back to them and throws her bouquet
over her shoulder and they each try to catch it. The one
who does will be the next one married.

Maybe I'll be the one.

20-B-6
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Part C CULTURAL BACKGROUND

L. Gu)’, Fellow: XM A EMMEFMAIEERELZRE £ EWERITFBIELANTF > (B
FEEREhFEETHREKNEE , BRRBHER"HK"OF -

2. Maid of honor, matron of honor, bridesmaid: i =F&H ELFHNEE
; iIAF# > maid of honor matron of honorZL P EFTEMN—M » i H
R BT RA ; maid of honor ZRIEN ; WIFHIBHIL R B8 » theT LIS fEE 4
% matron of honor: {HEARKEM 4% maid of honore ZEEE BE R HT—FH» B
maid of honor# » HEpWifE M fgbridesmaids; #HUIEEpFEH ring bearer
(EREEWIEN/NER) R flower girl (GEE) > GRTHNER > BT G54 A i ik
Battendantse KERMEG » HHFRBLEEAOABCEMAR B0 -2
HHR R o

3. Best man (BRI FEW B E M RE HE B RSE FH - HR® HYIL AL
bk~ RO ~ 1018 s HEZEH R RE . WBRAAE FEOANE BB T - TR ELT
PIRN AT o SBBRR 7o — M U A BREIR— b B3 T B4 # K fusher o Usher
EEBTHRAFRA » TEMNTELESHAE °

4, BIIEHE— REAEET o FABEN Y % > BB usher kKSR RLHE R » RAERS & F
& o Mic-HHIBE5 susher B BT T (arm) B i B AR o R AR WK SEm
s th R Busher{dHarm KA 55 ASREE » S BRERT T o IHEETLI% > hid @
MAE > Zusher BWHTILIET » FiF o LEIIE™, BEFERIMEIES » Af120%
fEs 300 AL ©

5. Wedding gift (IERY): BRI ?E&%f*ﬁﬁﬁ@l"ﬁ@ﬂj% o BRI EEBIS 1%
(3% i R ) IR R RE R 88 i R SRR BUSE 035 » SRR E/NE R o KR XK
» WEBERA TR MCE G0 Y » BRI FERAR B LR+ T il - 28k - R
FAEERRE 24 OREE > JHEHSYNEERARE -

6. Wedding reception is held at her home: EB AMIBBHERAE » 522 H
REARRE » RER - UBAMTH BEGHLS F o o FULBAMBRNT LBTEHF
f » MRS BN, MIH @DABIEN R D ¥ hold the ladderMBIIFEEHAEET »
BAIF HEegE 7 o iFH ch By £ 5B & (TIRE (R0 4R RIE o

7. A shower: @ AZiishover LIS MEHEMB S - 5@ shower B M=
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Bol-—MBEBEHEIBETKMEMEREHABS R EAZEFEHGHRAENBIEE
M EFHIT AR Rk > METEFRB-HAFFHRIB Y2 SHmE H ; EME
€500 ff shower o FHZ2EARAL » KEERBISHRIRE » MEER— Ko EHshower
MEEREKRPN , AR ZLisurprisefIARTZ - EXREHRHBEFRME "B
shower BE —HEERFBEEYE —ELETT —REEMERIHEMNIM@EA » FBF T LHFE0
THAMERAE XM E— K, MB—L/)BKAEFA Y shower ° shower B4
A%, —HUEBEERBETT -

8. A bachelor party: #ffn fRE] shower BRI L B TR BN o ALK F
KR F A EEFIEATBAME party, RBEFHL KB R ML ZHH/EET

9. Double-up on; RAFSEITHEFAEIIAE » 8 Dutch treat RE o BB IRAHRN
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