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INTRODUCTION.

'HE primary meaning of Geography is a description of the earth’s surface. Under this
description, however, may be included many special topics. For example, it may be a simple
description of the land and water, of the climate and natural productions, of the various
countries and their people. Then it is called General Descriptive Geography. Or, it may
be a treatise upon the carth as a part of the solar system ; telling of its form, its movements
of rotation and revolution around the sun, explaining the causes of day and night and changes of the
seasons, the distribution of light and heat upon its surface, the cxact location of places as determined
by latitude and longitude. Then it is termed Astronomical Geography, A

Again, it may be a treatise upon the nature of the earth, explaining how the shape of the
continents controls and forms the river systems, how the forms of the land, the sizes and situations,
modifics the climate and productions, ete. Then it is called Physical Geography. Still again, it may
be a special treatise upon the earth as the abode of the human race, thus embracing a carcful study of
all the peoples which now inhabit the globe, their forms of governments and social organizations, etc.
Then it is termed Political Geography. There are many more sub-divisions, but those already spoken
of are sufficient to show how vast and varied is the subject.

The study of the carth’s surface was first begun in ancient times, about 600 years B. C., when
the Phoenicians made exploring expeditions along the coasts of the Mediterranean, passing through
the Straits of Gibraltar and visited the Atlantic shores of urope and Africa. Later on the Cartha-
genians, because of their extensive commerce, made long voyages, and thus greatly increascd the
knowledge of the earth. The first systematic attempt at scientific geography was made by kratos-
thenes, who lived at Alexandria about 300 years B. C. He based his system on the globular form of
the carth, but he knew nothing of the use of the equator and poles and tropies, as these terms are now
used in modern geography. He took as the base line of his geography a parallel which passed
through all places where the longest day was supposed to be fourtecn and one half-hours. He made
.out the length of this line to be a little more than eight thousand English miles.

About 200 years B. C. a man named Hipparchus carried the system of Eratosthenes still
further. He made many obscrvations of latitude and showed how longitude might be ascertained by
.observing the cclipse of the sun and moon. Strabo, a Greck of Pontus, who was a great traveller,
wrote a geography which embodied all that was known up to the time of Christ. According to his
-work the countries about the Mediterranean were known with considerable accuracy, but the Atlantic
-shores of Europe were very erroneously comprehended. Nothing was positively known of Scandinavia,
Russia, Germany, nor of Siberia, Tartary, China, or Japan. Of Africa only the northern part was
known, while the south of Africa was thought to be an uninhabited, torrid zone.

About 200 years A. D., Ptolemy, who lived at Alexandria, became a famous geographer. His
writings show that the Roman cmpire had reached its greatest cxtent, and all its provinces had been
-surveyed and were well known. XKnowledge also of countrics outside the cmpire had been greatly
inereased. The notion, however, of a circumambient occan had been given up, and Africa was




represented as stretching indcfinitely to the south. In Europe, Spain and Gaul were, for the firss
time, correctly defined. Northern Germany and the southern coast of the Baltic Sea were quite well
known, as also some portions of Russia. In Asia great regions had become known sufficiently well to
malke it certain that they were inhabited by nomad tribes called Scythians, and a vague idea of China
also existed.

From the time of Ptolemy, for several hundred years, but little progress was made. " In 1271
Marco Polo, a Venetian, made great discoveries. He travelled as far as to the court of Kublai Khan;.
the Tartar conqueror of China. After travelling three years he came to Jehking, near Peking. He:

resided twenty-four years in the east, and on his return gave an account of his journeys which first:
made known to Europe the existence of Japan.

In 1486 the Cape of Good Hope was reached, and in 1491 was doubled by Vasco da Gama, thus
proving that Africa did not extend indefinitely to the south, and also that the ocean was circumambient..

The great geographical discoverer at this time was Christopher Columbus. In 1492 he made
his famous voyage, by which he discovered America.

From this time forward the progress of geographical exploration was very rapid. Within
thirty years from this voyage of Columbus, the whole of the east coast of America, from Greenland to-
Cape Horn, had been explored.

In 1520 Magellan passed the Strait which bears his name and crossed the Pacific to the
Philippine islands, where he died. His vessel, however, kept on its course, crossed the Indian ocean and!
returned to Europe by way of Cape of Good Hope, thus being the first to circumnavigate the world.

We have thus very briefly spoken of the progress of geographical knowledge from the first.
down to the sixteenth century.

We have neither time nor space to mention the rapid and vast discoveries of the last 8300 years.
Suffice it to say that Northern and Central Asia have been well penetrated by various expeditions
and our knowledge of China greatly increased. Expeditions have also been made to both the North
and South Poles, and revealed to the world those great, southern and northern seas of ice. A great
deal has been done to acquaint the world with the interior of Australia and Africa and reveal the
mysteries of these great divisions of the globe. But there remains more to be accomplished;
there are still dark regions which have not been penetrated and races of human beings whose habits.
of life are not well known.

The amount of geographical knowledge thus accumulated has not been accomplished without
immense labor, expenditure, and hardship; and this not for any gain to the explorers themselves, but-
for the love of knowledge and benefitting the world.

Geography is one of the most important branches of study. It enlightens and expands the
mind, and so dispels pride and self-conceit. It also prepares the way for commerce by giving a knowl-
edge of the various products of the world and thus becomes the means of causing the nations to
progress, and also of equalizing the wealth of the world. The study of geography, whether it be-
descriptive, astronomical, or political, leads us to think upon the works of the Creator, how wonder--
ful He has made this earth, and made it for the home of mankind. . :

We are always glad to see works upon geography, especially do we welcome this present book
with great pleasure. The compiler of it is Wang Hang-tong. He was a student in the Hangchow
Presbyterian College for ten years, having graduated with a high standing. The compilation of this-
book shows no little amount of patient work and hard study. To the student who wishes te know
more of this earth upon which we live, it will be a great help.

J. H. JUDSON.
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