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Preface

On Teachers’ Day in 1991, with the intention to praise teachers who are working
industriously and contributing selflessly, “Candle Light Ode”,a large album of works of
Chinese current painters and calligraphers, was published. Now its companion volume
“Ode to the Soul of Teachers— — —An Album of Excellent Works of Famous Painters
and Calligraphers Both at Home and Abroad”,is presented to the world. This great al-
bum is an embodiment of the deep love of the famous painters and calligraphers to the
teachers. It is an encouraging event in Chinese education and art circles. With the show-
ing of honour for the teachers and emphasis on education. I wish the album come into
the hearts of thousands of people like pleasantly warm spring breeze.

I was asked by the chief editor to write the preface to the album. What else can I
say except for the paintings and calligraphies?1I recall some episodes in my life which are
kept deeply in my mind.

I was born in a teacher’s family. My father graduated from university when he was
twenty. He took his first job as a teacher. Before the“7. 7”event he had to leave home far
away in order to support the fémily,l stayed at my relative’s home. What about his
achievement in education? Frankly speaking,I was too young to know. When I was back
again with my parents.I heard my father sigh from time to time and one remark he re-
peated was that:“It’s useless to be educated”,the meaning was sometimes extended as
“Intellectuals are of no use at all”. His indignation could be seen. My father majored in
Chinese and he was good at calligraphy. But neither of them could hetp him to make a
living. He had to try on other jobs. In the end,he was jobless again.

Nowadays , the situation for teachers is quite different from that of half a century
ago, but it’s still an important thing that the teachers should be respected , education
should be emphasized and the living conditions and social status of the teachers should
be improved.

Throughout the ages,of all the benefitial undertakings to the mankind , teaching is

the first and foremost. Education is the motive force of the economic development and it



is a powerful factor to promote the social development too. The rise and fall of a nation.
in the final analysis,depends on how much the knowledge and intellectuals are respect-
ed. The old saying reads like:“The rise and fall depends on the man. The gain and loss
depends on education” (From Wang Tong’s“Central Theory and Comment” in the Sui
Dynasty).

To respect teachers and knowledge is the secret of success of the developed coun-
tries s whereas to depreciate teachers and knowledge is the cause of fault of the backward
countries. The value of knowledge and destiny of the teachers are concerned with the
rise and fall of a nation. It is true in history and nowadays as well.

In the process of compilation and publication. We have gained concern, help and
support from the famous painters and calligraphers both at home and abroad,from the
leaders of the Chinese Calligraphers’ Association and branches of the Chinese Painters’
Association and Chinese calligraphers’ Association in every province .city or autonomous
region. It should be mentioned specially that Feicheng Municipal Government of Shan-
dong province offered much convenience for the publishing of the album. The painters
expressed their passion to the teachers through dots.lines and colors. The poems made
by the painters and calligraphers themselves voiced their aspiration especially and they
reinforced the readability of the album and made it more close to us. Mr. Qi Gong,MTr.
Sha Menghai and Ms. Xiao Xian wrote the inscriptions on the cover and title page re-
spectively ,which made the album more brilliant.

Mr. Wang Jiepei,a professor who has worked for more than 40 years in Feichen
Teahers’ Training School of Shandong province,is the chief editor of the great album. In
spite of his illness,he worked hard and overcame a lot of difficulties with great effort.

The great album consists of more than 823 pieces of paintings and calligraphies,a-
mong which 66 pieces are from HongKong, Macao and Taiwan; 29 pieces are from
abroad. The album has specific practicality and worthiness for reservation. It’s a pity
that some other great pieces are left out because the time for soliciting contributions was
short. Entrusted by the chief editor,I said all the works above.

Shen Peng
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