MRS,

weal( uedllawy AN



He Y 5 [E &

hATREHGGEREBD A
—~ZERBEFAGD L&

WERGEBEHE

KEELE

(Ike Y. Chang, Ph. D.)

2011 £ 9 A FEEHM(H X EE)



F i) R [E ¥

My American Dream

(EESEHBEEFLER
Library of Congress Control Number:2011901437

E R ER S ISBN 978 —1—4507—5893—2

Title($F4) My American Dream (F # 3 E %)
Subtitle How to Overcome in This Turbulent World
Memoir of a First Generation Immigrant from China
N a] 18 3 3035 A tH 5 5 Ak PR X
— L R R AR EZ %
Author CGE/E#) Ike Y. Chang(5k%)

Publisher( i fii %) ke Y. Chang(5K%0)
1058 Westwood Drive
West Chester, Pennsylvania 19382
U. S. A. (ZEEM
E—mail ikechang1952 @ gmail. com
Editor(F{E4##%#)  Ho Xi— Hong(fif FH4L)
Cover Design(Ef ¥ 11) Guan Tao(£#)
Printing (Ef ill) Shenzhen CM Printing Co. , Limited, Bldg C, Shen-
nan Garden, Nanshan Dist. , Shenzhen City, China
First Edition, September 2011, 260 mm x 185mm, hard cover with cloth
and jacket, total 322 pages including 34 pages of color photo album, simpli-
fied Chinese with English translation in summary, table of contents and con-
tents of photo album
Price $19.95 USA

Copyright © 2011 by lke Y. Chang(3k%0)
RALER A , RS EED

All rights reserved except individual photos reproduced from Wikimedia Commons
JPG files. These photos may be individually reproduced under conditions of attribution and
share—alike as specified by Wikimedia Commons.



My American Dream

How to Overcome in This Turbulent World
Memoir of a First Generation Immigrant from China

My American Dream Photo Album Attached

lke Y. Chang, Ph. D.

Simplified Chinese Edition
Published in the United States of America, September 2011



B AR AL R E RN T
RiENERZRALKXFEFZ



This book is dedicated to my parents

who suffered greatly during war time

Wish their souls in heaven enjoy peace
from now on and forever
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My American Dream

How to Overcome in This Turbulent World

Memoir of a First Generation Immigrant from China

Dr. lke Y. Chang

The memoir written in simplified Chinese was based primarily on the au-
thor's own 85 years experience living in China mainland, Taiwan and mostly in
the United States. The first—hand materials presented in the book according to
time sequence in school, at work and in leisure time are informative and valua-
ble for younger generations.

The book has 26 chapters, about 160,000 words, accompanying My A-
merican Dream Photo Album including study, work and family life, North A-
merica six major scenic places. Text is divided into seven main sections: (1)
Life in China; (2) Study in America; (3) Employment in America; (4) Re-
turn Visit to China Mainland and Taiwan: (5) Travel and Sight Seeing; (6)
Immigrants from China; (7) Retirement and Leisure Time,

In the first chapter of this book, the author described in great detail the
hardship during the war with Japan and the subsequent civil war in China while
he was attending a middle school in China southwest mountainous region and
later as a college student living in Chongqing and Nanjing alternatively served as
the capitol city of Nationalist China.

After separation over thirty years the author returned to China for a family

reunion in 1979, He had a happy visit with his father who was purged during



culture revolution. In his book the author described the exciting event of family
reunion with his father, his sibling and other relatives from America and vari-
ous parts of China.

During his employment with Du Pont the author traveled extensively across
the United States and abroad. Thanks to the Company management policy., he
frequently attended scientific and technical conferences and traveled to various
cities in North America and other countries. He often took vacations at Ameri-
can most scenic places. In this book he recorded his many most memorable trips
through North America.

Dr. Chang expressed in his memoir the deep gratitude for being granted
permanent resident immigration status through assistance from former Senator
Lyndon Johnson of Texas. After careful deliberation he later decided to apply
for United States citizenship. In the last chapter of this book, Dr. Chang gave
his reasons in response to an important question: “Why did I decide to remain
in the United States?”

Dr. Changs memoir illustrates the life story of a patriotic immigrant from
China. It also vividly witnessed the transition and rebirth of a new era in Chi-

nese history.

About the author.

Dr. Ike Y. Chang (Yi Chang as his Chinese native name) was born in
Changsha, Hunan, China in 1925, During civil war in 1949 he graduated from
Nanjing’s National Chengchi University with Bachelor degree in Journalism.
Subsequently the author went to Taiwan serving as a confidential secretary for
Governor Cheng Chen, later working as a journalist, for a total of three years
and a half. In 1952 he received scholarship to study in Texas where he changed
his major from journalism to chemistry, spending ten years in hard work and o-
vercoming numerous difficulties. He successively completed the degrees of Bach-
elor and Master of Science and finally PhD at the University of Texas (Austin).
After graduation he worked as a post — doctorate at Texas Research Associate
for one year and a half. He became a chemical engineering scholar. At the time

he finished his education, China was in turmoil of anti—rightist campaign and



culture revolution, he and other Chinese students were unable to return to China
in serving their country. He determined to stay in America and was employed
by Du Pont Company. In 1964 he became a United States citizen and thus the
“first generation” immigrant from his Chang Family in China to pursue “Amer-
ican Dream”,

The author had worked on chemical engineering research at Du Pont for a
total of 29 years. He accomplished 15 major research projects and published o-
ver 30 scientific and technical papers. He was awarded four patents. He made
numerous presentations at scientific and technical meetings in North America,
China and Japan. He was recognized as an expert on applied polymer sciences
and advanced composites materials. During his last five years prior to retire-
ment he sponsored on behalf of Du Pont a cooperative academic — industrial re-
search program with Boeing Company, Purdue and Washington University (Se-
attle). He published several joint papers alternately with the two Universities.

By the end of 1991 on voluntary retirement from Du Pont Company, the
author settled near Philadelphia suburbs with Du Pont pension, the U. S. feder-
al government social security benefits and medical health insurance. With home
mortgage completely paid off, personal savings and investments over the years,
his standard of living can be said to have achieved the “American dream” as
proclaimed in President Obama’s inaugural address to be his administration ma-
Jor domestic policy goal. The author had previously experienced hardship dur-
ing eight years of war with Japan and four years of civil war in China. He lived
through and overcame numerous obstacles in this turbulent world. He traveled
extensively through China southwest mountainous region, the southeast coastal
areas, Taiwan Island and finally North America. He has excellent academic
and professional background with working experience in science and journal-
ism. He is also interested and knowledgeable on political, economic affairs and
investments,

Dr. Chang has a son and two grandchildren born in America. His son is a
graduate of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, working as consultant at a
U. S. defense company and residing with his family in Santa Monica, Califor-

nia,
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My American Dream — Table of Contents

This book contains seven sections with twenty—six chapters as listed in

the following English translation:

Introduction
Life in China

1. Memories of China Mainland and Taiwan
Study in America

2. American University Undergraduate Study
Memories of East Texas Baptist University(ETBU)
Graduate Study for Master and Doctorate Degrees
The Story of One World Family
Work and Study Life of Chinese Students in America
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Successful Examples of Applying to U. S. Universities
Employment in America
8. How did I apply for a job in America?
9. The Du Pont Company I had worked for
10. My Research Experience
11. American Retirement System
Return to Visit Friends and Relatives in China
12. Revisiting the Prosperous Island of Taiwan
13. Family Reunion after 30 Years of Separation from Mainland
14. Search for Footprints of My Schoolmates in Mainland
Travel in America
15. Most Memorable Sceneries in North America
16. Travel across the Continent of America
17. Cities on America—Canada Border
Immigrants from China
18. The History of Chinese Immigration to U. S.

19. My Immigration Experience



20.

The Success Stories of First Generation Immigrants from China

Leisure Life in America

21. Buying and Driving an Automobile
22. The Integrated Chinese and Western Marriage Customs
23. My Residence
24. My Retirement Life
25. How to Stay Healthy
26. How did I Decide to Stay in America?
Postscript
Appendix

English Translation for Names of North America Famous Areas, Cities

and Fifty States

Distribution Map of North America Famous Sceneries and Cities
JPG File Titles and Author Names from Wikimedia Commons

Creative Commons License Deed

Index of Chapter and Section Titles
Attached Table Titles and Page Numbers
Titles of Cover Background Photo Images
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