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Introduction

Intermediate Anecdotes in American English is the second in a seris of
three readers for students of English as a Second or ko cign
Language. This book is designed to give students practi- e in
reading and understanding American English in context. «fer-
mediate Anecdotes in American English contains thirty humo ous
stories, each approximately 150 words in length. Every stos + is
followed by reading comprehension questions and two voca n:-
lary exercises,

The stories and exercises are written at Dr. L. A. Hill's 1500
word level. The complete American English word list is given in
Appendix A, pages 62-68. Occasionally, one or more words that
fall outside the author’s list are introduced into a story. These
words are listed after the story as Oufside the 1500 words, The
teacher can then explain these words in class or have the students
lock them up in a dictionary before reading the story.

Certain technical words are also introduced in the exercises as
part of the language of directions. These words are sot hlank
space, puzzle, bracket, and correct order. The students shouid be in-

formed of the meaning of these words within the context of the
exercises in which they occur,



The grammn atical stiurtures used within this book have also
beer: carefully covtrolled. The grammatical system is explained
in Appendix B, page 69,

Suggestions for Using this Rook

The stories anc exercises ir: this book can be used as part of a
whele class activ ty ir. hstening and reading comprehension, and
cen alsa provide prariwe in the productive skills of speaking and
weiring. Studess working independently will find the stories
useful ror reading comprehension and written reproduction.

In the Clascro-m
The teacher zan use itese stories to improve the students’ aural
comprehens’or and their understanding of written English.

The teacher ,hould introduce the material by reading the
story zloud, two or three times, while students listen with
books closed, Siudents may then be asked to re-tell the passage
in their own. words, either orally or in writing, or they may be
asked to reproduce the basic story by answering the Compre-
hension Qnestions.

Comprehension Questions may be answered after the reading, as
an oral activity, or they may be presented prior to the reading as
a preview of important points to listen for in the presentation.
Students could then provide the answers orally. or in writing,
when the selection has been read aloud.

If written answers are used, the teacher can provide im-
mediate reinforcement by asking one studen: at a time to read
his or her answer aloud to the class. The teacher can then ask

the class for alternative answers, which often result in a lively
discussion.

Cassetle Recording

A tape cassette is available to accompany the book and may be
used as a model of spoken American English. The cassette
contains the complete text of the reading passages and includes
the Comprehension Questions that accompany each reading,
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At Home

For students working independently, it is suggested that they
read the story to themselves, either aloud or silently, or listen to
it on the cassette, at least twice before attempting to answer the
Comprehension Questions and complete the exercises. Each student
may wish to write down as much of the story as he can remem-
ber, using the original passage to check his work.

Completing the Exercises

Exercises vary from story to storv but i+ lns

the fallowing
general types:

. Oral Comprehension Questiors

. Fill in the Blank Spaces

Synonym and Antonym identification
. Crossword Puzzle Completion
Correct Sentence Selection
Picture/Word Substitutions

Picture ldentification

Sequencing of Events

Story Reconstruction

Reading Comprehension

OO PN MR BN

=

Exercises may be completed orally or in writing, as par of a
whole class activity or assigned as homework, In either ive,
exercises should be completed shortly after the story is pre =n-
ted in class. Answers may be checked in class or individuall by
the teacher.

For those exercises in which the students can either fill in the
blank spaces or write out the complete story, the latter is rec-
ommended as 2 means of providing additional student practice
in writing American English in context,
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second-hand, price tag
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1. Second-hand clothes were bought
and sold.

. He took an old pair of parnts,

. He offered Jim two dollars.

. He found them outside the store,

. He was asking six dollars and fifty
cents.

. He paid two dollars.

Lo bl b

o

B. #H G MR R AT a8
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1. disappeared 4, sure
2. much 5. rudely
3. old 6. sold
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1. She has to have meetings with
business people because she was
the manager of a large company.

2. She often found it terrible because

many other people were smoking
there.

3. Her throat and eyes were sore and

she was coughing a lot.

4. She called a big air-conditioning

company and asked them to work
out how much it would cost to
keep the air there really clean.

5. The air-conditioning cempany sent

in two estimates for her to choose
from.

6. She would choose between 6r‘ne

estimate for $5,000 to put in new
air-conditioning and the other es
timate for $5.00 for a sign which
said, NQ SMOKING.

B. ## h BE A7 ST 3 SR
B

1. large 4, called
2. frequently 5. terrible
3. sore

C.s8ik i ¥ FhmE_n(
FeE =88 [ EI

1. She saw that the air was full of
smoke.

2. She noticed that the smoke was
rising.

3. She felt that her throat was burning.

4. She confessed-that she was being
puzzied.

5. She expected that the air-con-
ditioning company would find the
answer was difficult.

6. But the air-conditioning company
found that the answer was easy.
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. He saw a young person,

2. He didn't know it because the
YOUNg person was wearing Joose
pants and long hair.

3. He xked a person sitting next to
him on the bench.

4. He answered, “A girl, and she is
my daughter.”

5. He said quickly, “Please forgive me,
| didn’t know that you were her
mother,

6. He answered, “I'm not, I'm her
father."
B. #55 :
Rk B
3. countries 1. scratching
7. a neighbor 2. rudest
8. city 4. ribbon
9. nor 6. surprising
1. iliness 10. betls
14. gentleman 12. long
13. same

C.HAMRERBIE » s :
park, suit, shirt, tie, hair, pants
blouse, ring.
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1. He Kicked it too hard, and it

broke the window of a house and
fell inside.

2. He ran away because a lady came
to the window with the bali and
shouted at him.

3. He came back because he still
wanted the ball back,

4. She let him take it away because
a man came to the door with tools
in his hand.

5. She thought the man was the boy’
father.

6. He thought the fady was the boy's
mather,

B. B4y T R IEHER ? A5 FR

2. The young boy broke the window
of someone else’s house,

3. The ball went through the window.

6. The young boy ran away because
he was afraid of the lady.

B. The young boy wemt to find a
man who fixed windows,

9, The . man who fixed the lady’s
window was not the boy’s father.

1. The man thought the lady was
the boy’s mother.

C. HHEREN THME# DT ®
PREE :
1 4 2 5
6 3 7 8
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teller
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1. They opened an account in both
their names,

2. Mrs, Scott was the one who usually
went there.

3. Mr. Scott went there one day.

4. She said, “l know Mrs, Scott but
i don't know you yet. Could you
please show me something to prove
that you are Mr. Scott? "

5. His showed her
praphs of his wife.

6. She gave him his money,

some photo-

B. fetiiE R E/mFA? 8
TIEMERER

1. ¢ 3. b.

2. b, 4, a.
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businessman, satisfied, local, arrange-

ments, always, wiling, account, po-
litely, photographs, wallet
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1. He was a very bad boy.

2. She hoped that he would behave
better.

3. The teacher told her that johnny
saved another boy when he fell
into the river,

4, She thought, “Johnny’s becoming a
good bay."”

3. She said, “Why didn’t you tell me
you had been such a brave boy and
saved one of your friends when
he fell into the river this moming?”

6. He said, “l really had to pull him
out, because | pushed him in.”

B. B Ahow, what, whern, where

Wwhich, df & EFEW T -

1. how 5. where
2. what 6. what,
3. when where
4, which
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. He walked to and from school

. He plaved in the water.

. She telt very angry.

. She threatened to teil his father

and gave him a punish.

5. She was happy because the young
boy was dry when he came home
fram schoal.

6. He was dry because there were so
many older boys in the water that
there was no room for him at all,

ot B2 —

B. #0H UIREE T 3B ) 3 A
FA 17 ¢

1. play 4, wet
2. sadly 5. older
3. angry 6. if

C.HupRE®E Feth EREOTT

1.2 5. a.
2.b 6. b.
L b 7. a
4, a 8 b.



8
(e ]

nandsome [ "haensam) ( # ) #
e

moment [ ‘momant J( & ) &%)

kY
(a¥sL]

A WA F I — (B AR
o BE -k AriiuEL
FR R cABRBERT T
foowE%kE - KPRt
AL - Bk RN
FooRARFNESE B LG
L idr -5 ST
¥ -

fo—wad it L% D& —
& Az (R F WA ey L (2
R UL R ALFR AR M S M 4T
Ké o BiRiSo o TE B4, X
AT T KE ) EAAE L
“Pﬁc}?%"}; 7

B it LB

AR A A M T Hi A 1942
#1946 F AR S5 7

K2 eBi T AR MESE
*njié“]’ﬁ? 1

Mk 0 | A
T

B itba®k T foa—852 3%
UOAR AR ISR AT AR T 7
BERCEME SRR R Y

TRRMFE L Hd Rt s
g7

[~ T RAHT LI 75

degree

(®)
A, FIE AR :

1.

2.
3.

He went to a new doctor because
he had moved to another town.
He saw the doctor’s degrees.

He remembered: there had been
4 student with the same name in
his class at school, and he had
become a doctor.

. First he asked, "“Did you go 1o

Middietown High School?”, and
then he asked, "Were you there
from 1942 to 19452

. Mr. johnes knew it because they

wefre in the same class during those
years.,

. The dactor thought him to have

been his teacher then.

B. &g Hre 7 G BT S dal 3K

] w -

[a"]

g
. 500n 4, sad
. handsome 3. moments
. heavy 6. carefully

M A o 0 (fib i)

B ( W4 someonefy i 37
A £

. The doctor was remembered by all

his old school friends.

. All your questions will be answered.
. The boys had’ been taught geo-

graphy by a young man when they
were at school together,

. Mr. Jones is being taken tare of by

a good nurse.

. Mr. Joies was given some medicine

yesterday,

. More medicine has been given (to)

Mr. Jones today. 9
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1. The dean wanted the student to
leave because the student had
cheated on an exam.

2. The coach wanted him to stay
because he was the best plaver of
the schoo! footbal team,

3. He showed to coach two answer
papers.

4. The dean said that the player
had copied from the best student
in the class-Susan.

5. The coach suggested that maybe
she copied from him.

6. The dean said, “Susan didn't know
the answer to this guestion, so she
wrate, “! don’t know'! And your

foot-ball player wrote, "Neither do
L

B. #73k .
¥ R
1. exams 3. against
3. Asian 4, iron
6. ended . 5. need
8. awoke 7. dean
9. coaching 10, hooks
13.s0 V1. pair
14, football 12, player
16. siips 15, miss
17. carry  Vooep

18. answer paper

SR LI 41 Ty & R
games, coach, catching, kicking, throw
laugh, rushing, field.



|| 10
gcTy

manage ( " mazrlds) ¢ ¥ ) &k

| whatever Chwat’eval)( K& )

Bt A
telegram (‘tels ,graem ) ( &)

T

(&0

WhE MAE Ly EFE o Lk
EFEE A KRaEATET
FHEEER RUARET AL
WA o LG+ ML AR S oy AR A,
A AR BE - 12k Rt Rh R Bk g
145 Fodfay B o AT VAR B BT
W ARARAREL B R LR E - =
WhEFH D EAELEFTEEAM
P AR A BB EE
THRE R TRAFTHELMAY
89 F AT 14T B dh o — % P
© REH -

Ttk Aot ok kA T (BN
Ho b AR EY RE
HEFRETREGME > 1B
AETRBNLEME A KT
TEATRIHT -

G FAEEIVE S
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1. He worked for himself.

2. She was afraid that he would get
sick because he worked very hard.

3. She wanted him to take a vacation.

4. She wanted his secretary not to
bother him with telegrams or
letters  about business probiems
while they were away.

5. She wrote, 'Something terrible
has happened %o vyour business,
but I'm not going to bother you
with it now while you're enjoying
your vacation.”

6. No. | don’t think he enjoyed his
vacation after that.

B. e EfEw -
2. 5.
4.

C.EmiEREBIKX P IEHD T
B E W

4 1 5 8
3 7 2 6
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