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Compilers’ Note

Reading Comprehension, part of the five-volume set entitled
Introductory Chinese, is a fundamental Chinese reading com-
prehension textbook for foreign students. It aims to foster
students’ reading ability and to lay a good foundation from which
students can ultimately go on to read books in Chinese. At
the same time, Reading Comprehension will help students both
to expand their vocabulary and to review and consolidate the
maferial covered in the listening and speaking volume of this
set,

Basic instruction in Chinese characters is provided in this
textbook and in the companion volume, Chinese Character
Workbook. '

Reading Comprehension has been compiled as follows:

I Texts

There are 44 lessons in total, The first eight lessons deal
with Chinese phonetics, From lesson 9 on, each lesson has
two texts. There is a review section after every three
lessons.  Text (I) of each lesson is to be read aloud and will,
for the most part, be in the form of a dialogue composed of
short and simple sentences which lend themselves to oral read-
ing, Text (H) of each lesson is a narrative to be read silently.
These narratives, which gradually increase in length as the les-
sons progress, are aimed at training students’ reading speed and
comprehension skills.

. New Words



This textbook introduces approximately 440 new words.
Students are only reguired 1o be able to read and understand
them,

Iil. Notes

Grammaiical points are explained in the order in which
they appear in Listening and Speaking. Minor grammatical
points unavoidable in the texts are explained briefly in footnotes.

IV. Exercises

Each lesson incorporates a suitable number of exercises
designed 1o check students’ comprehension ability and to train
their reading speed,

V. The characters in the Stroke Order Table at the end of
each lesson also appear in the corresponding lesson of Listening
and Speuaking,
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