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following speech on relations between the
United States and the Asia-Pacific nations on
July 21, 1988, at the University of Hawaii, in
Honolulu.
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I conclude my travels in Asia as Secretary of State
here in Hawaii — a symbol, if ever there was one, that
America is a nation of the Pacific and a nation of the
future. This nine-stop trip covered Southeast, East, and
Northeast Asia, as well as Oceania. I am more impress-
ed than ever with Asia’s diversity, with its dynamism,
and with the region’s potential. And I am more con-
vinced than ever of how critical America’s ties to Asia
will be for our own prosperity, freedom and security
in the years ahead. But if, we, the free nations of the
Asia-Pacific region, are to continue to advance in the
next century, we all must learn to meet the challenges
arising from the very successes that we have achieved
together.

A Success Story

The story of the Asia-Pacific region in the post-war
period is one of profound success — for the United
States, and for the other countries in the region that have
cast their fate with us. The accomplishments of the
countries of East Asia have become so prominent a
feature of the global landscape that it is getting hard
to remember the time in the years just after World War
IT when their survival — let alone their success — was
not at all assured.

The Pacific region, with its long history of national
rivalries and warfare, has enjoyed a remarkable period
of stability and economic advance, especially in the past
two decades. In the years since World War II, long-
time adversaries have become allies, friends and trading
partners. Once poor countries have become prosperous.
Nations once divided from each other are working
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together pragmatically to realize shared interests and
concerns. And authoritarian political orders of the past
have given way to the give-and-take of democratic
politics.

Among the reasons for this extended period of recon-
ciliation and constructive growth is the fact that for more
than 40 years, the United States has pursued farsighted
and effective policies toward the region — as it has
toward the world as a whole.

The Fundamentals of U.S. Policy

What are those policies and on what precepts are they
based?

First, collective security. Our leaders in the post-war
years rightly sensed that our world had become a place
where no nation could protect its security interests in
isolation. Therefore, we and other nations of the free
world joined together in a global web of alliance and
security ties, to which each of us has contributed our
individual strengths. This structure of collective security
has maintained the peace in the face of four decades
of unremitting challenges from the communist world.

Second, regional conflict resolution. In today’s ever-
more integrated world, age-old conflicts and regional
conflagrations pose ever greater threats to the global
community. Therefore, we and our partners have sought
to use our collective strength to ensure that violence
does not spread and to further the prospects for
negotiated settlements of disputes.

Third, open economies. Despite our strong defenses,
we know that it is not possible for any country to en-
sure its security through military means alone.
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Economic vitality is the essential foundation of national
strength. Thus, we have actively promoted economic
recovery and development. Moreover, economic
development has been spurred by an open and com-
petitive global trading system. Therefore, the United
States has pursued policies designed to strengthen open
markets and facilitate the flows of technology and capital
that can accelerate global growth.

Fourth, democratic values. Development places a
high premium on creativity, on advanced levels of
education, entrepreneurship, the decentralization of
responsibility and the free flow of ideas and people —
all hallmarks of open and democratic societies.
Therefore, for reasons of political commitment as well
as practical effect, the United States has encouraged
processes of democratic institution-building. We and
our allies have supported those around the world who
are struggling for their freedom against the authoritarian
right as well as the totalitarian left.

Collective security. Regional conflict resolution.
Open markets. And democratic values. For four decades
these policies have been a powerful formula for national
development, security and regional stability in the world
and in the Asia-Pacific region. And it is no coincidence
that countries that have joined with the United States
in the post-war coalition of free nations have turned out
to be the most productive, the most stable and the
greatest contributors to a secure global environment.

Today, the communist powers — first China, and
now the Soviet Union — seem to have begun to realize
the power of these policies. We encourage them to
recognize the need to settle draining and dangerous
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regional conflicts, to end confrontations with the United
States and its allies, to decentralize their economies and
open up to the world. And they are giving indications
of doing so.

Coping with Success

So, the trends are going our way — toward peace,
toward a lessening of tensions, toward free markets and
democratic values. The United States has helped the
countries of the Asia-Pacific ride the wave and to solve
the problems associated with economic growth and
political maturation. Now, we and our partners are fac-
ing another set of challenges, but of a qualitatively dif-
ferent kind — we must learn to cope with the problems
created by our own successes.

As we have seen, America helped powerfully to
create an environment that enabled many of the nations
of Asia to come into their own. As a result, our world
is no longer dominated by one or two *‘superpowers.”’
There are increasingly numerous national centers of
economic strength and political power. Peoples once
accustomed to American preeminence and protection
are ever more determined to shape their own futures.
From the Philippines to Korea, long-established security
arrangements are being reassessed, and throughout the
region domestic economic policies are being reviewed
in the context of pressures for more open markets, cur-
rency revaluations and the new requirements of an age
of information-based innovation and production. Into
the bargain, we have China’s reorientation toward
economic reform and more constructive interchange
with its neighbors. And we see a new Soviet activism
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towards the Pacific.

All these developments present challenges. We and
our partners will be equal to them if we hold fast to
the primary sources of our achievements: the
cooperative coalition of free nations that has served us
all so well.

Asia as a Policy Model

Let’s take a closer look at how the elements of our
policy have shaped U.S.-relations with the Asia-Pacific
region and at some of the challenges we now face:

Security. First comes security. The U.S.-Japan
alliance remains the cornerstone of our policy in the
region, enhancing the security of our friends and allies
as well. While maintaining its fundamental commitment
to remain a non-military power, Japan has steadily im-
proved its self-defense capabilities in recent years and
has broadened bilateral defense cooperation with the
United States.

In the Republic of Korea, with American help,
Korean troops have held the front line for more than
three decades against a formidable northern adversary.
At the same time, the stability that the U.S. presence
has lent to this strategic peninsula has boosted the ROK’s
economic and political development.

In the Philippines, another area of strategic
significance, the United States has helped a struggling
democracy beat back a communist insurgency and pro-
mote economic growth. And, by supporting an impor-
tant U.S. military presence, the Philippines — like
Korea — has made a major contribution to its own and
to regional and global security.
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Thailand has been an ally for over 30 years and to-
day remains the front line state resisting Vietnamese
aggression in Cambodia. In turn, America has supported
Thailand diplomatically, militarily and politically against
security threats. The presence, even as I speak, of U.S.
ground, naval and air units on bilateral exercises in
Thailand demonstrates that our commitment to
Thailand’s security remains firm.

Our ally Australia has devoted the resources necessary
to modernizing its military forces; and, by its stead-
fast support for defense cooperation through our joint
facilities, has made important contributions to effec-
tive deterrence.

Just as the United States and our allies benefit from
the strong web of security ties we have formed in the
Asia-Pacific region, each of us also draws strength from
the constancy and resolve of free nations elsewhere in
the world. The successful way the United States and
our allies in Europe handled the Soviet SS-20 threat
demonstrated that our commitment to NATO would not
be at the expense of security in Asia. At every step in
the negotiation of the INF treaty we consulted with our
friends and allies in this part of the world as well as
in Europe. Their views were reflected in our positions
at the table. From the outset, we made it plain that we
would insist on the elimination of the Soviet missiles
in this range aimed at Asia as well as Europe. The treaty
had to be global in scope, just as the structure of our
security ties is global in scope.

The clear lesson of this experience is that the ties
among the world’s free nations are interdependent and
indivisible. For four decades, our collective strengths
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have reinforced the structure of peace nationally,
regionally and internationally. The Asia-Pacific region
is more secure and stable today than ever before. But
keeping it so requires commitment and hard work on
the part of all countries. We cannot take the framework
of peace we have built together for granted. The post-
war generation understood this; yet today complacen-
cy is perhaps the greatest threat we face. Our challenge
is to help new generations see the fundamental impor-
tance of keeping that framework strong and suited to
the times.

Some of our allies in Asia are now reviewing whether
the components of our security presence — port and
air facilities, and naval access — are really necessary
to their security. Some wonder whether it might not
be better to go it alone. Their reassessment is ap-
propriate; it is the essence of a voluntary alliance of
free nations. But they should not forget that our col-
lective efforts have kept the peace for 40 years, and
that our combined strength has brought our adversaries
to the bargaining table, making possible the stabilizing
reductions in armaments that we all seek.

Likewise, we cannot be complacent in the face of new
challenges to regional and global security. Terrorism
requires a collective response. And the increasing pro-
liferation of high-technology weaponry — aircraft,
missiles. nuclear material and chemical weapons — into
areas of regional conflict requires restraint or collec-
tive controls on the part of all weapons-exporting states,
as well as effort to resolve the sources of conflict
themselves.

Resolution of conflicts and Reduction of Tension. The
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